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The INTRODUCTION. 
Containing a brief Deduction of the Series and Tract 
of ſome ſignal Steps of our Church's Defection, 


which, from Time to Time, ſome have witneſſed 
againſt. 


One that ever heard of the Church of Scot- 
land, can be altogether ignorant, how, 
when the Lord was gracioutly pleaſed co 
confer upon this Land, the ineſtimable Be- 

nefit of the pure and clear ſhining Light of the Goſpel, 

and to advance the Reformation, — begun, to a very 
high degree, from mere Heatheniſm, even to the Extir- 
pation of Popery, Prelacy and Eſtraſtianiſm (which our 

Church hath had chiefly to wreſtle againſt) and the Ab- 

juration of all Heretical and Sectarian Errors, whether 

in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline or Government) that 
then all Ranks of the Land were brought into holy and 
ſolemn Covenants with God, the Church did enjoy her 

Power and Privileges: then, when our Miniſters were 

clothed with Righteouſneſs and Salvation, their Faith- 

fulneſs to God, and Zeal againſt Sin, and all Lukewarm- 
neſs in the Lord's Cauſe, were ſo much ſeen and ſhown, 

that Miniſters, for their not applying their Doctrine a- 

gainſt the Corruptions of the Times, were to be cen- 

fured ; and if obſtinate, were to be depoſed, accordin 

to that Act of the General Aſſembly, Aug. 3. 1648. Seſſ. 26. 

And likewiſe, Compliers with the publick Enemies of bis 

Church and Kingdom, were, according tothe degree of their 

Offence, to be rebuked and 1 by that At of — 
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neral Aſſembly, June 17. 1646, Seſſ. 14. In thoſe Days 
the Work of che Lord proſpered, his Goſpel flouriſhed, 
and Iniquity was made to ſtop her mouth: our Church 
was glorious to all Beholders, and terrible to her Ene- 
mies, as an Army with Banners: The Lord delighted in us, 
and our Land was married unto him: Salvation was 
auritten upon our Walls, and Praiſe upon our Gates, But 
alas! we did quickly turn away trom following the 
Lord, forgetting what great and eminent Privileges he 
hath beſtowed upon us; how he had ſubdued our Ene- 
mies under us, and made them to yield ; and proſpered 
us in what we did put our hands unto: we did, alas! 
Joon fall from our firſt Love, the Edge of our Zeal became 
blunted, and our Eyes were darkned that we could not 
ſce: And fo we have gone further aſtray, from one de- 
gree to another, until we have brought ourſelves into ſuch 
a Miſery of Diſlolution and Defolation, Diviſion and 
Confuſion, Reproach and Contempt, that our Caſe now 
is as deplorable and deſpicable, as ever it was formerly 
admired and envied. | 
Wherefore, to make it the more clearly appear, whence 
it is, that now our raanifold Breaches are fo wide, Ali- 
enation of Spirits ſo heightned, various and contrary In- 
formations ſo flying abroad, and we redacted to ſuch a 
Paucity: we ſhall here premiſe a brief Deduction in 
Port, of the Series and Tract of ſome ſignal Steps of our 
Church's Defed ion; ſhewing alſo, notwithſtanding 
thereof, how the Lord hath continued and conveyed 
down the Teſtimony to the Reformation; although to 
us it is matter of Grief and Sorrow, to diſcover our Mo- 
ther's Nakedneſs, which is alſo our own Shame. But 
the clearing of the Teſtimony, and the Vindication of 
Truth Joth neceſſitate us thereunto. 


was terrible to her Adverſaries, a great part, both of the 

Church and State, fell upon publick Reſolutions, whereb 

known Malignants, and Men diſaffected to the Wor 
and People of God were admitted to Places of Power 
and Truſt, both in Judicatories and Armies, which 
/ notwithſtanding was faithfully proteſted and contended 
againſt by ſeveral Miniflernagd Profeſſors of all Ranks 
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at that time: As alſo the Toleration of SeFavies in Crom- 
«el's Time, and even his Uſurpation was witneſſed a- 
gainſt by ſome, Bur as it was our Sin, firſt and laſt, to 
meddle with Charles II. while he gave all alongſt ſuch 
clear Evidences of his being an Enemy ro the Cauſe of 
God; ſo we found the bitter Effects of it, in that, when 
he was reſtored again, he did quickly forget all his 
Oaths and Vows to the Moſt High (wherein he had been, 
as ſome did clearly fee by many Diſcoveries a mockihg 
and diſſembling Hypocrite) and did, at one Blow, cut off 
the Neck of our noble Conſticution of Church and Stare, 
and re- introduce abjured Prelacy, which many Miniſters 
did embrace; while others left their Charges at his Com- 
mand, even without ſo much as a joint and Formal Prote- 
ſtation, entered againſt that Heaven - daring act of Ty- 
ranny, except that ſome were found witneſſiog againſt ic 
in their ſingular Capacities for themſelves. And when 
Congregations were ſo deſtitute of Faithful Paſtors, 
the moſt part, both of Miniſters and Profeſſors, did 
Countenance Prelacy, in hearing of Hireling Intruders. Yea, 
as ifno Teſtimony had been required in this Point, 
very few continued Preaching the Geſpel as they bad 
Opportunity. Howbeit, as the Lord always had, and 
will have ſome Witneſſes, againſt ſuch hainous Indignities; 
So he did Stir up a Company, both of Miniſters and 
Profeſſors, who did appear at Pentland, in the Tear 1666, 
And there did bear Teſtimony to the Covenanted Work of 
Reformation, to the ſhedding of their Blood both in Fields 
and Scaffolds; but were concurred with, and counte- 
nanced by few, in Reſpect of thoſe who were obliged, 
Alſo, after that Breach was made upon the LORD's 
Camps, the moſt part of Minſters became Sinfully Si- 
lent, forbearing to Encourage, Warn, and teach People, 
by the Preached Goſpel. But ſome, notwithſtanding 
of the then ominous and badly preſaging Face of Affairs, 
ſetting tbe Trumpet to their Mouth, ventured to give a 
certain Sound, and to go forth Hero- like, to Diſplay the 
Banner of Chriſt's Bleſſed Goſpel; who, for their fo 
doing, were cenſured by their Brethren, in a Meeting at 
Edinburgh. Then Enemies, ſeeing that by their Cruel- 


ty they could not prevail; as, at the overturniog of the 
: Work 
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Work of Reformation, they bad brought upon the Stage 
that Monſter of a Chriſt-degrading and dethroning dy 

premacy, and by Law eſtabliſh'd it upon the Uſerpe 

(which alſo paſſed without a joint and publick Telli 

mony) ſo they began now ro exert that Uſurped Power, 
and to work by enſnaring and deſtroying Policy. And 
Knowing that nothing would more fortify it, than Mi 

niſters their Homologating and acknowledging it, there- 
fore they offered that firſt Indulgence, a Court contriv- 
ed Licence, bounded with ſo many Reſtrictions and 
Inſtructions, flowing forth from that Idol of Jealouſie, 
the foreſaid Supremacy ; of ſer purpoſe, to divide Zion“ 
Builders, according to the Matchiavellian Principle, di. 
vide and then Command: Which many embraced; like 
unto the filly Trojans, beguiled by another deceitful 
Sinon, to bring the Wooden Horſe through their own 
walls, already broken down with their own hands, to 
their own Deſtruction: Many others gaped after it 
who could not enjoy it: And many pleaded for the coun- 
tenancing of it when embraced. And as it had few 
who oppoſed ir at firſt, ſo theſe that afterwards contended 
againſt it as a Defection, how were they ſuſpected, re- 
proached, and contradicted? And ſome of them in ſun- 
dry Presbyteries Cenſured and Rebuked ? As namely 
Mr. Cameron, at Sundoaball, in the Paroch of Dunſcore, in 
Nithſdale, and in Edinburgh; and others elſe where, Yet 
notwithſtanding of the luke warmneſs and indifferency 
of many, the * ſtirred up a handful to publiſh the 
Teſtimony at Rutherglen; May 29, 1679, bearing wit- 
neſs againſt the Sacrilegious Supremacy, the Declaration 
Condemning our Covenants, the act for keeping the 
29th. of May as an Holy Anniverſary day of 'Thankſgiv- 
ing for the upſetting of the Tyrant, and againſt other 
Nefarious Acts of Parliament, and all prejudices done 
to the Intereſt of Chriſt in the Land. And for Con- 
firmation of their Teſtimony, they did burn the fore- 
ſaid Acts, according as the Adverſary had burnt our 
Holy Covenants, and did extinguiſh the Bonefires up- 
on the ſame Anniverſary day. Nevertheleſs, when the 
Lord's People did appear at Both<ve# the ſame year to 
1ecover the Churches due Privileges, and Peoples Li- 


| berties, many Mituſters and Profeſſors did plead for 
| taking 
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taking in the Tyrants Intereſt into the Declaration of 
that Army, thereby miſ-ſtating the Quarrel, to the Of. 
fence of many; and oppoſed the inſerting of the In- 
dulgence among the ſteps of our Defection. Likewiſe 
the Lord making us then to fall before our Enemies, 
for our ſins, and becauſe we refuſed to return, ſeveral 
Miniſters accepted of the Adverſaries Indemnity, in terms 
that inferred a condemning of themſelves, though no 
Tranſgreſſion was committed. And when the Tri- 
umphing Enemies were erecting Trophies of Vidory 
after Bofhavel defeat, (Setting up the Heads of the Rev 
nown'd Martyrs, Mr. Kid, and Mr. King, to witneſs, not 
only for Religion and Liberty, 7, err the Deſtroy- 


ers of both, but alſo againſt the unfaithfulneſs of their 


Brethren in the Midiſtry,) and inſulting over the Ca 
tives of the LORD's People, and impoſing an Euſnar- 
ing Bond of Peace, which did imply a plain betraying 
of the Cauſe, and condemning of all chat had been done 
for promoting the Work of Reformation; many Mi- 
niſters were ſilent, and refuſed to give their Advice; and 
ſome were not aſhamed to perſwade theſe Priſonets 
to put forth their hand to that Iniquity : Many alſo 
vored, in that fo called Aſſembly, for embracing the laſt 
Indulgence with the Cautionary Bond, (which was no ber- 
ter, if not worſe, than the former) at leaſt approved of, 
and conſented unto that Deed ; Yea, many, from that 
time, did forbear Preaching in the open Fields, bur 
kept within houſes, or near to houſes, in Homolo- 
caring of the Tyrants Orders, or at leaſt that the 
Rigour of the Law might not be execute againſt them, 
while they went ſo near the Borders of Obedience. Bur 
this did not continue long, for the Enemies ſoon deprived 
them of this pretended Liberty. Howbeir, the Lord had 
always ſome, both of Miniſters and Profeſſors, to bear 
Teſtimony againſt cheſe publick Sins and heinous Defec- 
tions; and even in the midſt of this general T—_ ro 
the foreſaid Indulgence, there were ſundry Miniſters 
who did not give a formal Conſent to the Embracement of «+ 
it : though tis true, as they were few who diſſented 
therefrom, ſo they were far fewer who reſolurely oppo- 
ſed the ſame. Yea, Whed Nit. Richard Cameron came 
; 1 from 
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3 
from Holland, before his going to the publick Work, he 
went to ſome Miniſters, deſiring their Concurrence with 
him, in keeping up the Teſtimony in the Fields, accor- 
ding to the former manner which was followed before 
Bothwel, by many Miniſters, wherein they were much 
countenanced of the Lord; but after his waiting ſome 
time upon the ſame, was denied thereof, However, he 
went forth, in great Hazard, and againſt much Oppoſi- 
tion, as a valiant and heroick Contender for all the Pre- 
rogatives of his Maſter, wherein he was ſignally owned 
of the Lord; and continued fo, until he ſealed that 
noble and neceſſary Teſtimony with his Blood, fhed in 
the open Fields. Alſo, how few were not diſpleaſed 
with him? and any elſe concurring in upholding the 
Standard of the Goſpel, in that Faichful manner, ſo 
much called for, eſpecially at that Time; that it might 
be a Witneſs and Teſtimony, both againſt the Adverſa- 
ries Encroachings, and alſo againſt the ſhameful and ſin- 
ful Yieldings of the moſt part of Miniſters and Profeſſors 
thereunto. Further, when the Declaration was publiſh- 
ed at Sanquhar, Fune 22. 1680. many of the Miniſters 
did condemn ir, and few, concurring with the Publiſh- 
ers and Conſenters, did appear publickly for it, even 
becauſe of its difowning and diſclaiming the Tyrant's 
Intereſt: Many accounting ſuch as died upon that head, 
to have laid down their Lives upon inſufficient Grounds, 
which notwithſtanding from that Time downward, the 
Lord hath honoured many Martyrs to ſeal with their 
Blood, greatly countenancing them therein. This Te- 
ſtimony did more apd more ſide us, and ſet us alone; 
for, from thenceforth, ſeverals, who had not formerly 
ſo openly oppoſed, began to expreſs themſelves againſt 
that Handful, and Action, However, the Teſlimony being 
thus ſtated againſt the acknowledging of, and complying 
with the Tyranny then raging, and any way ſtrength- 
ning the Hands of the perſecuring Party; it pleaſed the 
holy and wiſe God, for our further Trial, and his own 


_ Glory, to deprive us of theſe Worthies, who had ſo ſta- 
ted it, and did fo valiantly vindicate it, and ar their 
Death did ſtoutly ſeal it with their Blood at Ayrs Moſs ; 
many there being murdered. and others martyred * 

Wards; 


mem 8 a 1 1 


, / ··· · p 3 , om . , oo ar oo , v oa anc a fm Cans. iam 


K, he 
with 


LCCOr- 
zefore 
much 
ſome 
er, he 
ppoſi- 
e Pre- 
waned 
| that 
hed in 
3 
rae 
4 ſo 
might 
verſa- 
1d ſin- 
ſe ſſors 
ubliſh- 
niſters 
ubliſh- 
„even 
yrant's 
e head, 
ounds, 
d, the 
h their 
lis Te- 
alone; 
rmerly 
againſt 
1 * 
plying 
ength- 
ed the 
Is own 
ſo ſta- 
t their 
r Moſs ; 
d after- 
wards; 


1 
wards; particularly Mr. Hackſton, who, as he had the 


Honour of being Protomartyr againſt 'Tyranny, and of 

a moſt politive declining his Murderers Pretence unto 

Authority; ſo had the Grace and Glory of the Lord's 

Aſſiſtance and Acceptance in his Sufferings, as ſignal, at 

= I Severity of his Butchers was every way 
neular, 

Aker which Time, none of our Miniſters did concur with 
us in that part of our Teſtimony, (except famous and 
faithful Mr. Donald Cargil) which made our Caſe very 
deplorable, and yet by the moſt part little regarded or 
pitied, for any. Evidences that we experienced of their 
Sympathv. Eſpecially after the Death of the never to 
be forgotten Martyr Mr. Donald Cargil, fad was the cafe 
of the Land for ſome ſpace of Time: For now the abo- 
minable and damnable Errors of 20h Gib had been diſ- 
covered, who, firſt pretending to outſtrip others in a hot 
and vigorous Zeal againſt all the then current Corrupt ions 
of the Time, did draw ſome poor well-meaning People, 
ſtumbled eſpecially at Miniſters Defections, into a Con- 
ſortſhip with himſelf, in bis delirious Deluſions, though 
not all of them alike to the full length of his Sorceries 
and Blaſphemies; neither did his Followers increaſe to 
fuch a Number as was then feared and reported, being 
within Thirty, and moſt part Women; nor yet could 
have acceſs to propagate his Hereſy in the Weſtern Shires, 
where moſt of our Friends had their Reſidence, (though 
they and we both have been moſt iniquiouſly reproach- 
ed herewith) being diſcovered by many, particularly by 
Mr. Cargil, whoſe Miniſtry he rejected: Yet his foreſaid 
Followers did go a great way with him, (as they have 
with Remorſe reſented ſince in their Confeſſions, being 
through Mercy reclaimed, partly by Mr. Cargil's wri- 
ting to them, and partly by their own Diſcoveries of 
him) and did not forſake him, till after all his cxe- 
crable curſing of the Miniſters, and others not of his 
Way. Being incarcerate, he put forth a blaſphemous 
Paper, not only condemning all the Work of Reformation, 
but alſo the Engliſh Bible, in the Form as it is now extant, 
as a human Invention, and containing many other Abo- 
minat ions; in all which he pleaſed the Dyke of York, _ 
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received extraordinary Favours from him. And there- 
after being freely let go, he proceeded to that Height of 
Profanity and Contempt of God, that he burnt the Bible, 
and belched forth many other Blaſphemies, which would 
be offenlive ro Chriſtian Ears to rehearſe. Again, in 
ſome Proceſs of Time, Fames Ruſſel did diſcover ſome 
unwarrantable Exceſſes, preſſing indifferent Things as 
the moſt neceſſary Duties, as about naming the Days 7 
the Week, and Months of the Tear, &c.) and otherwiſe 
impoſing upon Mens Conſciences ; whereupon he and 
we parted: Aſter which he branded and aſperſed us 
with falſe Charges, as if cue had turned aſide to groſs De- 
fections, antl palliated and plaiftered the Corruptions of our 
Time; conſorting in this with ſome few, and even with ſome 
«ho had given little ſatisfying Reſentment of their former 
Extravagancies with Gib, being by them applauded and 
ſtrengthened in his foreſaid Exceſſes. In the mean while, 
there was no publick Teſtimony by Preaching kept up, 
by reaſon of that ſad _ of dark and deep Silence into 
which Miniſters had fallen, which occaſioned very la- 
mentable Confuſions ; ſo that one could not underſtand 
the Language of another, the Face of Affairs being ſo 
obſcured, and matters looking ſo hopeleſs and helpleſs 
like. Yet it pleaſed the Lord, by a poor contemptible 


Handful, to convey down the Teſtimony, by publiſhing 


another Declaration at Lanerk, Zanuary 12. 1682. con- 
firming the Preceeding at Sanqubar, in its diſowning 
the Intereſt of the Tyrant, and bearing Teſtimony a- 
vainſt the immediately foregoing pretended Parliament, 
where Fames Duke of Tork did preſide as Commiſſioner ; 
and in particular againſt the abominable Teſt, framed by 
them. But as the former was much condemned, ſo alſo this, 
even becauſe of its coming fiom us, and confirming San- 
guhar Declaration, as ſaid is. From thenceforth many 
did more plainly and poſitively oppoſe us, as if we had 
turned aſide to ſome erroneous and unhappy Courſe. 
And thus they proceeded to inform againſt us, both at 
Home and Abroad, as ſuch, without trying whether or 
not we maintained ſuch things as were laid to our charge, 
and taking pains to admoniſh us, as became Watchmen, 
eſpecially when they apprehended People to be * 
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aſide with Errors: For ſurely it was never yet heard, 
that an erring People (if we had been as they inform'd 
againſt us) were reclaim'd by ſuch Means as they uſed. 
However, che Lord (<vho i not wanting to provide Means 
for the ſtrengthening and encouraging of his People) even 
theo, when wwe were few in Number, without the Concur- 
rence of Paſtors, and ſcattered abroad, not well knowin 

the Minds of one another, nor who concurred with ug 
through the Land, in the foreſaid part of our Teſtimony, 
did make ſome inſtrumental (immediately before the 
Publication of Lanerk Declaration) to gather us together 
in a general Correſpondence, which we have hitherto, by 
the Lord's Providence, kept up, both through the Shires 
ſeverally, and all the Shires conjunly, where ſuch as 
owned our Teſtimony did reſide ; whereby we attained 
to better underſtanding of one another, and were put in 
capacity to contribute more to our mutual Advantage. 
Whence it came to paſs, that being thus jointly and har- 
moniouſly knit rogether, we began, after the Publica- 
tion of the foreſaid Declaration at Lanerk, in the next 
general Meeting or Correſpondence, to deliberate about 
ſome Method, whereby our broken and low Caſe might be re- 
preſented and made known to Strangers, (not that we might 
carry on a Faction or Separation from the Scottiſb true 
Presbyterian Church, as we were miſrepreſented, but) 
that eve might declare our Adberenceto the Principles thereof. 
Hereupon it was reſolved and thought fir, That ſome of 
our Number ſhould be particularly ſent both to the other 
Covenanted and Foreign Churches, to make known our bro- 
ken and low Caſe to them, to wipe off Reproaches that 
were caſt upon us, to repreſent the Juſtneſs of our Cauſe, 
and that we might ſee what Help thereby might be made 
unto us. After which, by the ſpecial Providence of God, 
a Door being opened for the Inſtruction of ſome Students 
ar a College in the Netherlands, we ſent thither ſome 
young Men unto their Studies, not to become a Reproach 
to the Scottiſ Church, (as ſome ſay) but to be inſtructed 
in Theology, that ſo they might be in better Capacity to 
keep up the Teſtimony of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, according to 
our Covenanted Reformation. Whereupon in ſome proceſs 
of time, we received back Mr. Fames Ren cvick, — or- 

| | | ai 


the Lord had many in the Land bearing Teſtimony a 


ained Miniſter, whoſe Labours God hath bleſſed with 
Fruit and Increaſe, to the praiſe of Grace. Hereafter, 
while we continued to keep up our general Meetings and 
Correſpondencies, and alſo endeavoured to contribute 
what Aid we could in our places and ſtations, to uphold 
the Banner of the Goſpel, the Perſecuters Fury did rage 
againſt us in a very great meaſure; in putting out cruel Act, 
and Laws, for all Subjects to apprehend, or cauſe apprehend us, 
evherever we might be found, and raiſe the Hue and Cry af- 
ter us : Alſo, inhibiting all to reſet us, or pate 7 any 
manner of way with us, under the hazard and pain of be- 
ing liable to the ſame rigour of their Laws that we ourſelves 
cbere. Whereupon many of us being taken and killed, 
and very many baniſhed, and ſent to be ſold as Slaves, 
while we could not eſcape falling into their bands in 
great Numbers, partly by their vigilancy and diligence, 
and partly through the information and intelligence that 
they got from many in the Country where we wander 
ed ; we were then neceſſitate to pur forth another Decla- 
ration, November 1684. which was affixed upon ſome 
Market-crofles, and ſeveral Paziſh Church Doors, to de- 
ter and ſcar the Country from giving Intelligence of us, 
and alſo explain the latter Part of the forefaid Declara- 
tion at Sangubar, concerning the declaring of War againfþ 
the Tyrant and his Accomplices, and to. wipe off that moſt 
odious and falſe Calumny, of being of the Fudgment to kill 
all who <vere not of our own Opinion. Which Declaration 
though many cried out againſt it, yet was not condemn 
ed by ſo many as the former : And though it was the 
occaſion of a greater Trial to the people of the Land tha 
any formerly, becauſe the Enemies preſſed an Oath fo 
apjuriog the ſame, ſo violently and generally, and wit 
ſuch a fair and lying Face, that many yielded to it; ſome 
Miniſters taking it, and others pleading for it, (bur a 


gainſt the foreſaid Abjuration, ſome of them even unt: 
death; of divers who had complied with it, expreſlec 
afterward great ſorrow and remorſe for that Deed) yet 
the foreſaid Declaration was ſo far effectual, as to detet 
many from their former Diligence in informing againl 
us, and alſo to draw out ſome to join with us, and ow! 
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the Work more publickly in their Places and Stations, 
than before this they had done. But in the mean time, 
oben they awere perſecuting us ſobotly,their Soldiers and ſome © 
Gentlemen killing us wherever we could be found, without 
either Trial or Sentence, before any of their ſo called Fudica- 


tories; and when they were holding their Courts con- 
cerning the abjuring of that ſame Declaration, the Lord 
did remove, by Death, chat Tyrant Charles the Second 
Whereupon inſtantly followed the proclaiming of Fames 
Duke of Tork, a profeſſed and known Papiſt, an avowed 
Enemy to God and Godlineſs, by a Party of his own 
Creatures, as King of Great Britain, France and Ireland; 
and afcerwards his convocating a Parliament in Scotland, 
to authoriſe and confirm the foreſaid Proclamation, and 
to eſtabliſh him in his Uſurpation and Tyranny. There- 
fore we thought, that ſuch a Deed could not paſs without 
ſome Witneſs and Teſtimony againſt the ſame by us, un- 
leſ. we had forgotten the Method of our <vorthy, zealous, 
and reſolute Reformevs, and our ſolemn Bonds and Covenants 
to the Lord, and alſo his great Kindneſs ſhown unto us, in 
preſerving a Remnant of us in this hot fiery Furnace. Hence 
we publiſhed another Declaration at Sanguhar, May 28. 
1685. Teftifying againſt the foreſaid Proclamation, and pro- 
teſting againſt the then pretended Parliament, convocate by 
bim to eftabliſþ his Tyranny, and carry on his other Deſigns, 
and alſo bearing Witneſs and Teſtimony againſt all 
kind of Papiſtry, in general and particular Heads, as 
is fully expreſſed in our National Covenant, againſt its 
entring into this Land again (which be and his Compli- 
ces avere clearly ſeen to be driving at before, at that time. 
and much more ſince) and againſt any thing which might 
make <vay for the ſame, &c. Which Declaration, as it 
was not fo much condemned by others, as any of our 
former, ſo Enemies were fo far reſtrained by God, and 
diverted by other Means, of preſent occurring Exigen- 
cies, that it never as yet became any Trial to the Land. 
This was done in the mean time of the Earl of Argyle 
his, Expedition, with. which we were much preſſed, 
to concur; and ſeverals imbodied with us, were drawn 
away with the Importunity of ſome Miviſters, and o- 
thers of that Aſſociation; yet we could not join with 

| chem, 


— 2 


* 2 
b « — — 0 
= * 4 
_ _-_- ww ., _—= 
$ — - 


r — 


mention in their Declaration, nor of Presbyterial Gor 


1 
51 

fi 

; 

f 
] 

a K 
'P 
3:40 
N 


did not diſown that which bred Alienation, to wit, A 


ſcrates, but had conſtitute among ourſelves all Kinds of Ma- 
giſtrates, and <vere for cutting off all as open Enemies, who 


Calumnies, though they did extenuate, alledging that 


- confeſſed ſome ſuch Information was written, and went 


late theſe Charges without Diſtinction; but taking, them 
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them, nor eſpouſe their Declaration as the State of our 
Quarrel, becauſe it was not concerted according to the 
ancient Plea of the Scottiſh Covenanters, in Defence of 
our Reformation, expreſly, according to our Covenants, 
National and Solemn League, of which they made no 


vernment, which was of purpoſe, leſt the Sectarians 
ſhould be irritate, and becauſe it opened a Door fora 1 
Confederacy with Sectatians and Malignants, of which I 4 


Malignants they had ſome among them guilty of ſhed- 2 


ding our Blood at Airs Moſs. After the Defeat of this If of 
Expedition, in Anſwer to the Deſire of ſome Miniſters, I b: 
who came over with the foreſaid Earl (at leaſt it was re- N 
ported to us they deiired ſuch a thing) we had a Confe- Ik 
rence with them uly 22, 1685, in which, inſtead of al- 
laying Differences, the Propoſals that were made for U- 
nion did heighten our Breaches, both with them and a- 
mong ourſelves, as did appear by the Conſequence: 
For herein, though they offered Accommodation, yet, 
in Conference, to bring it about, they maintained, and 


previous Information they had ſent to Strangers, accuſing us 
of heavy things, that awe had not only caſt off all Magi- 


did not acknowledge our imaginary Government, that our 
Societies <vere only an erroneous Faction, and have no Pocver 
of calling Paſtors, &c. Which Information, ſo full of 


Copy of it which we produced was forged ; yet they 


on to proſecute in effect the ſame Crimination, and ſaid, 
they excerpted all out of our publick Papers, and further 
challenged us for falſly accuſing them in our Proteſtation 
againſt the Scottiſh Congregation at Rotterdam, where 
they with others were promiſcuouſly charged with ſun- 
dry ye in the ercſs, which they were not guilty of, 
We confeſſed it was an Overſight, conjunctly to accumu- 


ſeparately, we offered to make out every thing there 
charged, upon the Names inſerted. Furthermore, in 
inveigh= 
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znveighing againſt Mr. Renwick's Ordination, they ac- 
cuſed the Church of Holland of Eraſtianiſm, and of three 
Sprinklings in Baptiſm, which they called Popißb, and 
ſome other Corruptions. To which he only replied, 
That he had received his Ordination from the Presbytery o 

Groningen, and they being Foreigners, and not chargeable 
eit her <vith our Defections, or any declining from the Teſti- 
mony of their own Church, but advancing and groaning un- 
der ſome Corruptions from Which they <vere never reformed, 
would come under another Conſideratiou than the Miniſters 
of our own Church, defending a Courſe of Defection. Ho- 
beit, as he proteſted in the Face of their Presbytery, 
when he received Ordination, againſt all things that he 
knew among them d iſſonant to the Reformation of the 
Church of Scotland, ſo he told his purpoſe to inform that 
Venerable Presbytery, how they were repreſented in Scot- 
land; and if they could not clear themſelves, at leaſt of ſome 
of the groſſeſt of theſe things, he would be willing to acknow- 
ledoe, before ſuch as were competent, that he had offended 
in meddling with them. The Accommodation they of- 
fered was upon Terms which we thought deſtructive to 
our Teſtimony, to lay aſide all Debate, and let Bygones 
paſs, and go on in the publick Work, which we did not 
think was the way to heal our ſore: But we offered, if 
Differences and Exceptions could be removed in a right 
and honeſt way, we would be moſt willing to join with 
them; which Exceptions were given in, in theſe Parti- 
culars following, vg. Their leaving the Country, and de- 
ſerting the publick Work, cohen it was ſo neceſſary to concur 
in the Teſtimony, in a Time of ſo great a Famine of the Go- 
ſbel; and not only not concurring in the Teſtimony,” but con- 
demning it in Sanquhar and Lanerk Declarations, even as 
to the matter of tbem; and not condemning the paying of 
the Locality impoſed for maintaining Soldiers againſt the 
Work and People of God; their countenancing the Compliers of 
the Time, <uhile in the Land; and, <vhen abroad, joining with 
the Scots Congreoation at Rotterdam, and bearing the In- 
dulged preach there; their informing againſt us, and aſper- 
ſing us cvith ſlanders, ſuch as theſe in the foremeneioned In- 
formation ; and their concurring in the Earl of Argyle's A, 


ſoeiation, againſt which wwe had fo many things te object, 
; as 
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as above hinted. Which Exceptions (though among thelif 
leaſt we have againſt many other Miniſters, with whom 
we have no Clearneſs to join in our now Circunſtances 
yet) we thought ſufficient to demur upon, when, afte 
many fruitleſs J anglings, we could receive no Satisfaction 
about them, nor a publick Teſtimony ſatisfyingly ſta- 
ted, wherein we might both agree and concur; albeit 
we made an Overture in the End, that they and we 
ſhould endeavour it in this Sort, Ihat they ſeverally by them- 
ſelves ſhould draw up all the Sins of the Time, and aue by 
ourſelves, that ſo, «vhen compared together, it might be ſeen 
where ave differed, and how far <ve could unite. But tho 
they ſeemed to be as much for it as we at firſt, yet in 
the End when it was offered, they rejected it. So the 
Conference broke up; and thereafter we were more un. 


. tenderly dealt with by them, and alſo deſerted by ſeve- 


ral joined with us in Fellowſhip, who from that Time 
began to leave off coming to our General Meetings, and 
to keep ſeparate Ways, without reſpect to our former 
conſented to Agreement; and alſo did hear, receive, and 
ſpread ſome falſe Reports given forth againſt us, without 
premoniſhing us about the ſame, and drew many off 
from our Societies by ſuch.means. Wirth ſome of which 
we had a Conference, anuary 28. 1686, who ſaid, They 
bad a verbal Commiſſion from ſome Societies in Carrick, &s, 
the Effect whereof (whatever was the Intent of their 
coming) tended to a further breach, though we were not 
conſcious to ourſelves of any unrender Dealing with 
them. For, firſt, we did endeavour to remove all ſup- 

oſed Grounds, upon which they might ſtumble into A 
13 from us, by clearing our Minds about all theſe 
things the Miniſters laid to our Charge. Then ſeveral 
Queſtions of Weight about our preſent Differences were 
proponed to the Meeting, to uit, about a Letter of Accu- 
ſation ſpread againſt us, which they did not poſitively 
diſclaim, about the Earl of Argyle's Declaration (which 
they would own or diſown, according as it was diverſly 
interpreted) about the Exceptions given in againſt the Mini- 
ters (which they alledged were not valid.) And finally, 
we asked the foreſaid Perſons, Whether or not they <vere 


clear to join with us, in general and particular Fellowſhips, 
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ow guben they had heard us ſpeak our Minds ſo freely? This 
hey refuſed to anſwer, putting the Queſtion back, 
hether or not we would join with them? And gene- 
ally, in all che Queſtions, they declined Freedom and 
Plainneſs, and ſeemed averſe from ſatisfying us, and to 
be rather for contending, than a free Communing for 
nion. Chiefly they ſtickled about a general Conclu- 
ſion, previouſly agreed to, and reſolved upon among us, 
That nothing relative to the Publick, and concerning the 
hole, ſbould be done, without the Conſent, or at leaſt the 
Knowledge of the whole. Which Concluſion, though for- 
merly they agreed to, yet now they called an Impoſi- 
ion; alledging, that thereby they might not hear a faith- 
ul Miniſter, when Occaſion offered; though we told 
them, we did not take that Concluſion in an abſolute 
Senſe, but exponed it, as it is after qualified, with the 
ſeveral Cautions, mentioned Head 1. Sect. 3. la fine, 
for the Reſult of this Conference, When we were urged 
as above, (whether we would join with them, as former- 
ly ?) by way of Retortion to our Propoſal of the ſame 
to them, we told them, we could not anſwer them in 
name of our Societies, having no Direction from them 
for that Effect; and that for our own part, we would 
not refuſe accidental or occaſional Communion with 
them, as Brethren and Chriſtians; but in the preſent 
Circumſtances, we could not be clear to concur with 
them as formerly, in carrying on the publick Work, un- 
til our Exceptions were removed ; which were, Their 
breaking that Concluſion of Brotherhood formerly con- 
deſcended to, in their calling Miniſters, againſt whom 
we had Exceptions uoremoved, without acquainting us 
therewith, in cheir drawing together in Arms without - 
our Knowledge, and contrary to what was concluded by 
themſelves with our Friends; and their ſiding with o- 
ther Perſons in Points of Diſagreement againſt us; where- 
upon they broke away abruptly. And their Carriage 
ſince hath been very diſengaging, by their labouring ma- 
ny Ways to repreſent us unto the World as odious, in 
their Informations given in ro Miniſters againſt us. But 
now we muſt bear many Obloquies from them and o- 
thers, waiting in dependence on the Lord's — 
who 


* H E former DeduQtion we have premiſed, that 


of che Church, ſo in our Day, theſe whom the Lord 


3-307 3 
who will bring forth our Righteouſneſs (or rather t 
Righreouſneſs of his own Cauſe, by us maintained) | 
the Light, and our Fudgment as the Noon-day, in his ou 
Time. Bur ſhunning to be prolix, and ſtudying all Bu 


vity poſhble, we ſhall here deliſt from ſuch a fad au 
lamentable Relation, wherein we have but touched ſom © 
of the many Steps of our Defection, and our poor aul * 
inſignificant Contendings againſt the ſame. rl 

_ — li 


The DECLARATION of the preſent Stat, 
of our Teſtimony, s 


the State of our preſent Controverlies may be 
the more fully and clearly repreſented, and that what 
follows may be the better underitood ; having diſcovered 
how our Defections and Breaches began, and how the 
have multiplied and increaſed, and how notwithſtanding 
the Lord hath neyer wanted a Company of living Wir 
neſſes to bear Teſtimony againſt the fame. But ſeeing 
as it hath been the Lot of che more faithful in all Ape: 
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bath honoured and helped ro witneſs for him, againſt 
the crooked Ways of the Generation, have had it for 
their Trial to be much ſuſpeted, reproached, contra- 
dicted, cenſured and oppoſed by many of lukewarm, 
backdrawing and indifferent Tempers; and we have not 
wanted our Share; by reaſon of the dreadful Imputarions 
of Perſecuters, and the Miſrepreſentations of pretended 
Friends, whereby many of Zion's Wellwiſhers have 
been nonplus'd, what to think of us and of our Cauſe: 
Therefore, for the Glory of God, the Vindication of 
Truth, the Satisfaction of puzzled Conſciences, clearing 
of Differences, wiping off Reproaches, removing of Mi- 
ſtakes upon our part, reclaiming ſuch, as through Igno- 
Tance, Milinformarion, or miſconceiving Apprehenſions, 
have heretofore miſtaken, at leaſt have become jealous 
of our Principles and Practices; for convincivg of theſe 
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(if the Lord will) who moſtly oppoſe us; for maintain- 
ing, according to our Power and Places, the covenanted 
Work of Reformation, and that the young Generation 
may not be ſtumbled (who are greatly in hazard there- 
of, by the Turnings aſide that have been to che right 
and left hand.) And finally, that all the Chriſtian re- 
formed World, who will impartially weigh Matters in 
the Ballance of the Sanctuary, without Affection or Pre- 
judice, may fee with their own Eyes, and attain unto a 
better Underſtanding concerning us ; upon theſe and the 
like grave and important Conſiderations, we, for our- 
ſelves, and all who adhere unto us, in the ſtared Teſti. 
mony againſt Popery, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm, Sectarianiſm, 
Schiſm or Defection, find ourſelves obliged to give an Ac- 
count of our Principles to the World, and then proceed 
to offer a brief Reply to the material Accuſations which 
are given forth againſt us in Letters, Iaformations and 
Conferences, We ſhall now therefore, in the firſt place, 
give a ſhorc Declaration of our Teſtimony, ſhewing firſt 
what we maintain, and poſitively own, as the Matter 
of it. And ſecondly, what we diſown, as prejudicial 
thereunto, and inconſiſtent therewith. 

As to the Firſt, We ſincerely, unanimouſly, and con- 
Pantly teſtify and declare our hearty embracing of, and 
Adherence unto che written Word of God, contained in the 


Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, as the only Rule 


of Faith and Manners, and whatſoever is founded thereupon 2 
uch as the Confeſſion of Faith, our Catechiſms Larger and 
Shorter, our Covenants, National and Solemn League, the 
Acknowledgment ' of Sins, and Engagement to Duties, the 
Cauſes of God's Wrath, the ordinary and perpetual Officers 
of the Church by Chriſt's own Appointment, ſuch as Paſtors, 
Doctors, Elders and Deacons, and the Form of Church-go- 
vernment, which is commonly called Presbyterial, either in 
Congregational, Presbyterial, or Synodical Aſſemblies, <uhe- 


ther Provincial, National or Oecumenical ; together cuith all 


the Acts a nd Proceedings of our General Aſſemblies (eſpeci- 

ally from the Vear 1638 to 1649 flee) yea, and e- 

very Piece of the attained unto Reformation of the 
hurch of Scotland. 


In like manner, we teſtify and declare our cordial Ad. 
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berence unto all the faithful Contendings, that bave been 
owned and proſecute by Miniſters or Profeſſors, for Promoval 
and Defence of Reformation in former Times: as theſe, 4 
gainſt the publick Reſolutions, Cromwel's Uſurpation, the 
vaſt Toleration of Hereſies and Sects in his Time: as alſo, Ty 
all the faithful A of Miniſters and Profeſſors ſince the oi 

harles II. (when the Work of Re- 
formation was overturned) anto this very Day, whether a- be 
gainſt the ſacrilegious Uſurpation and Tyranny of the Ma- 
lignant Party, or againſt the Compliances, Defections and e 
Unfaithfulnefs of Miniſters and Profeſſors. More particu- 2 
larly, unto all faithful Proteftations, Teſtimonies and De- 
clarations, that' have been given in theſe Jatter Times 
for the Fork of Reformation, and againſt all Uſurpations 
of and Encroachments upon the Prerogatives of Chriſt*s Crocvun 
ard Priuileges of his Hoyſe, and any thing elſe, of chat 
ſoever Sort, prejudicial tothe Reformation: And expreſly 
we declare our Adherence unto the Declarations publiſhed 
at Rutherglen, Sanqubar, ( firſt and laſt) and at Lanerk, 
together with the Apologetical Declaration affixed upon 
ſome Market-croſles, and ſeveral Pariſh Church-doors, 
for the Matter, Subſtance and Scope of them, as accommo- 
dated to the Times wherein they were exhibited, ac- 
cording as we explain them afterward. ; 

Head, 2, Finally, we Teſtify and Declare, our Cor- 
dial owning and approving of the Faithful and Free 
Preaching of the Goſpel in the open fields, as well as in 
Houſes, both before and ſince Bothavel ; and» of the 
Duty of defending the Goſpel and ourſelves by Arms, 


and the Lawfulneſs of Defenſive War againſt the Uſurpers 
of our Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Liberties ; and conſequently, 


lick Enemies of this Church and Kingdom at Pentland, 
Drumclog, Bothwell, and Airs Moſs. And alſo our Ad- 
herence unto the Teſtimonies given by Martyrdom of 
Fields, Scaffolds and Seas, or otherways by Baniſpment, 
Impriſonment, Sti matixings, Tortures, or Suffering any 
other ways, for their Adherence unto the Reformation, 
and Non-complyance with the God provoking Courſes of 
the time, and for not owning the Authority, or rather 
Tyranny of Uſurpers, in place of Magiſtracy qualified 
according to the word of God, A 


* 


er) 


e been As tothe Second, We ſincerely, Unanimouſly, and 
amoval onſtantly Teſtify and Declare, our rejecting of whar- 
eſe, Lever is contradictory or contrary upto the Written 
n, the Nord of God, or not founded thereupon, either expreſ- 
lſo, . or by direct near or neceſſary conſequence : And 


?nce the More particularly, in like manner, we, Teſtify and De- 


of Re-Þrc our Rejecting and Diſowning of Popery, Quakeriſm, 
ther a-Wbertiniſm, Antinomianiſm, Socinianiſm ; and all other 
e Ma-Wre/ies under whatſoever Deſignation, together, with 


s and e Blaſphemies, Hereſieß, and wild Extravagancies of 
articu- Vn Gib: All Errours ubon the right band, ſuch as 
ad De- Nabaptiſm, Independency, Millenianiſm; and all other 
Times d, and Schiſms, together with the Diviſive courſes 


pations owed by any others, eſpecially in our day, and the 
' CrocunMlurping of any upon the Miniſterial Function not 
aubat-ely called thereunto, as upon this ground (belide o- 


xpreſlyWcr reaſons we have excepred againſt Mr. Fobn Flint: 
bliſhedWod all Errors upon the left hand, as Prelacy and Eraſti- 


Lanerb, n, (againſt which our Church hath had much wre- 
d uponſiing and contending) together with ai kinds of Idol- 
doors Superſtition and Prophaneneſs, and <uhatſoever elſe is 
ommo- und contrary to ſound Doctrine and the power of Godli- 


ed, ac- . 
Moreover, conſidering what Hainous and God-pro- 

ir Cor- Ning ſins have been committed in this Land againſt 

id Freed, in contempt of, and with prejudice to his Cauſe and 


L as in Venants, ſince we began to turn away from him, we 
of theſW!! briefly enumerate ſome of theſe, Declaring our 
Arms eteſtation and Abhorrence of the ſame, Therefore 
7 ſuvpers the firſt. place, we declare our Teſtimony againſt all 


uently, mpliances with the Iniquities of this time Eſtabliſhed by 
be pub. in obedience to their curſed Commandments, di- 
ntland,M!'y or. indirectly, All countenancing of and comply- 
ur Ad- with prelacy; Supremacy, or Tyranny, or any Uſur- 
lm on! in on Church or State, made by this Malignant E- 
ment M . All hearing of Curates or Indulged, or paying 

her of them Stipends, exacted by iniquious Law ſet- 


an 
* g them up: All anſwering to the Courts of Per- 
ſes tors; Taking any of their Oarhs, as the Decla- 
rather ion, renouncing the Covenants, the Oaths of Supremacy 


ualified 
E 


d AZegiance, the Teft, the Oath of Abjuration. The 
C Oath 
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Toleration: Like ways all ſubſcribing any of their Bond 


ä ̃ ⅛——— 
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their Iatroduction and Toleration, or whereby the fi 


60 
Oarh Concerning things to be enquired after, and all othe 
of the like nature; particularly, the Jate new contri 
ed Oath of Allegiance, ſubſticure in the place of all « 
former, and comprehending in its boſome, the Extral 
of all their iniquiries, requiring the acknowledgme! 
and maintainance of the moſt open, faced, and decl; 
ed abſolute Tyranny of rhe Duke of Tork, in his it 
vading the Sovereignty of che moſt High; and: 
his ſubſervient Popiſh and Atheſtical deſigns, which 


contained in the late Proclamation or the abominab 


impoſed to fetter and defile the Conſcience, as the By 
of Peace, Bond of Regulation; the Bond of Ccmpearan 
and all others partaking of Affinity with theſe ; 

alſo the paying any of their wicked Impoſitions for be: 
ing down the Goſpel, and work of Reformation, as M 
litia- Money, Ceſs, Locality, Fines, or Stipends, or al 
thing that may ſtrengthen the hands of ſuch evil Doe 
And in like manner, we declare our Teſtimony agait 
all the ſteps of Defection, deelining from or contradi 
tory unto the Covenanted Reformation of the Chun 
of Scotland; and therefore we diſown, as inconſiſt 
with our Anceſtors Teſtimony, that promiſcuous A 
ciation in the late Expedition 1685, and all Aſſociatic 
and Confederacies whatſcever with Sectaries and 

lignants, and any other thing that opens a Door | 


of the Quarrel is not propoſed according to the anci 
Plea, againſt both right and left hand Oppoſites. 

But more qr becauſe our Principles are mi 
ſuſpected upon the Ordinances of Magiſtracy and t 
Miniſtry ; therefore we ſha!l plainly unboſom our Hea 
about theſe alſo. We profeſs then concerning Magiſt 
cy, (to obviate the Suſpicion of any unfriendlineſs 
wards that Ordinance, and diſloyalty to rightful May 
ſtrates) and declare our Minds in theſe Aſſertions. 
As we diſtinguiſh between Magiſtracy, or the Office 
the abſtra&) and the perſons inveſted with the Office, 
of Mag iſtracy in itſelf conſidered, we ſay, That as it 
not ſubjectively founded upon Grace, fo it is a holy 4 
divine Inſtiiution, for the good of human Society, the ena 
ragem 


2 ( 23) 5 
1 othe agement of Virtue and Piety, and curbing of Vice and In- 
 contrio@+iety, competent unto, and honourable among ft both Chrifti- 
| all Man, and Heathens. 2. As for ſuch Magiſtrates as being 


2 Extral rightly and lawfully conſtitute over us, do act as the Mi- 
edgme! iſters of God, in a direct Line of Subordination to God, in the 
d decla defence of our Covenanted Reformation, and the Subjects 
2 his iis ;berties; we declare, whenſoever we can obtain and 

* -njoy ſuch Rulers, eve cuil own, embrace, obey, and de- 
whic 


fend them to the outmoſt of our Potver, and prove encoura- 


Orainabſeing, ſubject, and obedient to them in our Places and stati- 


ir Bonds. 3. In things Civil, though we do not ſay that eve- 
the Br tyraonical Act or Action doth make a Tyrant, yet 
TpearanWywe hold, that habicual, obſtinate, and declared Oppo- 
heſe ; Mition to, and overturning of Religion, Laws and Liber- 


for be; 


or at 
vil Doe 
y agait 
contradi 


e Chur 


ies, and making void all Contracts with Subjects, or 
hen he uſurps a Power without any Compact, or giving 
my Security for Religion and Liberties; or when he is ſuch, 
s the Laws of the Lund do make incapable ef Government, 
heſe do ſufficiencly invalidate his Right and Relation 
Magiſtracy; and warrant Subjects, eſpecially in Co- 
venanted Lands, to revolt from under, and diſown Alle- 


xconliſteoiiuce unto ſuch a Power. In ſuch a Caſe, when the 
ous A Body of a Land, collectively conſidered, or the more 
oy faithful and better parc of that Land, in the time of na- 
an 


tonal and univerſal Apoſtaſy, and complete and habitual 
Tyranny, adhering clofly to the fundamental Conſtitutions 
and laudable Practices of that Covenanted Land, (when the 
undamental Laws of that Kingdom are directly over- 
urned, and the eſſential Conditions of the mutual Com- 
acts are broken, and ſuch as cleave cloſly to the Refor- 
mation and Liberties of the Kingdom are accounted Re- 
bels, and proſecuted as ſuch) may reject and refuſe the 
Magiſtratical Relation, between the Tyrant and them : yet 
efore the Erection of formal Magiſtracy, they may not 


Door | 
7 the fi 
he anci 


s are me 
and t 
ur Hea 
Magill 
Ilineſs 


ful Maga w fully arrogate to themſelves that Authority which 
tions. he Tyrant hath forfeited, or claim to themſelves the 
Office (Authority of Judges ; though radically, they bave the 
Office, MAuchority of the Law, by their natural Rigbt and fun- 


it as it 
a holy 4 
the enc 

ragem 


amental poæver, which God allows, and is Nature's At- 

tendant; and the municipal Privilege of theſe Subjects; 

put they cannot act — in either Civil or — 
2 2 
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nal Courts, only in the interim, they may lawfully de 
that evhich may moſt conduce to the ſecuring of themſelves 
Religion and Liberty. 4. In Church Affairs, we allow the 
Magiſtrate a Power over the outward Things of the 
Church, viz. what belongs to the Bodies of Church Officer 
and Members, but not over the inw⅛ard Things ot the 
Church, ſuch as Doctrine, Worſvip, Diſcipline, and Gover 
ment. We own he may, and ought to preſerve bott 
Tables of the Law, and puniſh by corporal and tempor: 
Puniſhment, whether Church Officers or Members, as « 
penly diſhonour God by groſs Offences, either again 
the firſt or ſecond Table ; but this he may not do ever 
way, but after his own manner; not intrinſically, but 
extrinſically ; not under the conlideration of a Scandal 
bur of a Crime. We grant he may order ſuch things 2 
are for the well being and ſubſiſtance of the Church, and 
for that end may convocate Synods in ſome Caſes of the 
Church, pro re nata, belide their ordinary Meetings (ac 
cording as that part of Art. 2. chap. 31, of our Confeſſion | 
Faith, is fully and ciearly explained by the AR of chef 
General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, conveenedW@i 
at Edinburgh, Auguſt 27. 1647. Seſſ. 23. approving thiſh 
ſoreſa id Confeffion 15 Faith) and * a 

in external Order; but not preſide in their Synodical De; 
bates and Reſolutions: He may add his Civil Sanction ti 
Synodical Reſults, but we deny him any Power toreſtrain 
Church Officers in dlſpenſing of Chriſt's Ordinances, or forbil 
them to do what Chrift bath given them in CommandmentWF. 
We own, That as he ought to take care of the Mainte® 
nance of the Miniſtry, Schools, and Poor, ſo imperativel 
he may command Church Officers to do their Duties 

| yet we deny him an elicitive Power, either to do bimſel 
evhat is incumbent to Church Officres, or to depute others to 

j adminiſter Ordinances in his Name, or by any Miniſteria 

ul Poever received from him. Finally, We allow him a c 

1 mulative Power, whereby in his own way he aſſiſteth 

"1 | ſtrengthneth, and 1 what Church Officers do bij 

Ui virtne of their Office; but we deny unto him a privatiu 

ih q' Power, which detradtetb any way from the Church 

13% Authority; for he is a Nurſing- father, and not a Step- 

father. In ſum, we grant this to be the full Extent o 


the 
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ly da 
pſelvesWFhe Magiſtrates Supremacy in the Church Affairs, to 
ow ther der <vhatſoever is commanded by the God of Heaven, that 


of tha: be diligently done for the Houſe of the God of Heaven. And 


OfficerWy bat further he may uſurp, we diſown and deteſt, 
ot the But conſidering the God-contemning and Heaven-da- 
Covern ing Wickedneſs, Uſurpation, and Tyranny, of the pre- 
ve bothenr and latter pretended Rulers over this Land, and 
emporalWy/hat grievous Affronts, bold and open Defiances, hey 
5 as Have given to the molt High God, and what unparal- 
 againliffelled Abuſes they have done to the Ordinance of Magi- 
lo everytracy : Therefore, We diſown, deteſt, and abhoy the Cor- 
Ily, bui:pt:on, Perverſion, and Everſion of that Ordinance in this 
ScandalWand. And in the frft Place, for the late Tyrant; As 
hings ae do abhor the Memory of his Erection, and unhappy 
ch, andMeſftoration, after, by many Evidences, he was known to 
es of the an Enemy to God and the Country; his nefarious 
ngs (acWWickedneſs, in ejecting the Miniſters of Chriſt from 
eſo: eir Charges, and introducing . abjured Prelacy ; his at- 
of the ocious Arrogance, in reſcinding all Acts of Parliament 
onveeneqr the Works of Reformation; bis unparallelled Perfidy 
ving thqqpd Perjury, in 9:aking void, and burning the Covenants ; 
ent cherdſÞs Heaven-daring Uſurpation, in arrogating to himſelf 
dical DeWat blaſphemous and Chriſl-dethronins Supremacy ; his au- 
anction tpcious and treacherous exercing of that uſurped Power, 
to reſtrauſn giving Indulgences to outed Miniſters, to divide and 
„ or forbiW\eſtroy the Church; his arbitrarian and manifeſt Ty- 


andmentWanny over the Conſciences of poor People, preſſing 


e Mainte hem to conformity with the 'Time's Abominations, 
perativelſWontrary both to Religion and Reaſon, and impoſing 
r Duties Wpon them Conſcience-debauching Oaths. His abſolute 
o bimſei Pom ĩnation over the whole Land, in levying Militia, 
e others ind other Forces, Horſe and Foot, for carrying on his 
MinifteriaF'icked Deſigns, of advancing bimſelf to an arbitrary 
him a cr ower, and bearing down the Work of Reformation, 


aſſiſtethiad enſlaving the People; particularly, in ſending an 
ers do by{Wolt of ſavage and barbaiuvus Highlanders, ſeveral 
2 privationW imes, upon a poor innocent People, to waſte and de- 
Church roy them; and impoſing wicked Taxations for the 
ot a StepWaintenance of theſe Forces, profeſſedly required for 
Extent olfÞpptefling Religion and Liberty, and preſerving and 
cheWomoting his Abſoluteneſs over all Matters and — 

8 ons, 


CR] 
© ſons, Sacred and Civil. His Cruelty over the Bodies 


© of Chriſtians, in chaſing, catching, and killing upoq 
© the Fields, many, without Sentence paſt upon them, 
© or Time previouſly to deliberate upon Death ; yea, 
© and without taking notice of any Thing to be laid a. 
' © gainſt them, according to the worſt of their gwn Laws; 
© drowning Women, ſome of them very young, and ſome 
c of exceeding old Age; impriſoning, laying in Irons, 
L exquiſite Torturings by Boots, . and Fire- 
© matches ; cutting Pieces out of the Ears; baniſhing and 
© ſelling as Slaves Old and Young ; Men and Women, in 
C rent Numbers, bloodily butchering upon Scaftolds MW: 
© hanging ſome of all Sexes and Ages; heading, mang 

© ling, diſmembring alive, N dead Bodies; op 
< preſſing many others in their Eſtates, forfeiting thei | 
a Poſfeſfſone robbing, pillaging their Goods; caſting 
© Men, Women, and Children out of their Habitations 
© interditing any to reſet them, under the Pains of beW* 
© ing treated after the ſame manner. And all this fo 
their Adherence unto the Covenanted Work of ReformaW* 
tion; while, in the mean time, many Murderers, Adu 
terers, and Inceſtuous Perſons, Sodomites, Witches, ai 
other Malefactors, were pardoned, or paſt without P 
niſhment. So, for the continued and habitual Tra « 
theſe, and many other Acts of Tyranny, we have dil 
owned, and yet adhere to our Revolt from under ti 
Yoke of Tyranny of Charles the Second, and declare,th; 
his whole Government was a complete and habitual 7) 
ranny, and no more Magiſtracy than Robbery is a right 
Fol Poſſeſſion. And in like manner, in the next Plad 
We diſown the Uſurpation of ames Duke of York, fu 
ceeding and inſiſting in the ſame Footſteps of Tyrann 
Treachery, and Cruelty ; with the ſame domineerit 
over Men add Womens Confciences, and Cruclty t 
wards their Bodies and Eſtates, and Oppreſſion over tl 
Land; arrogating to himſelf an Abſolute Power, me 
declaredly than any other formerly; and labouring 
bring theſe Lands again in Subjection to the Yoke 
Antichriſt, being a profeſſed Papiſt; and therefo 
whatever Right he may pretend by Lineal Succeſſi 
Suffrage oß iniquous Laws, and packed Fallen 


( 27 ) 

Bodies bath no legal or lawful Right co the Crown: Eſpecial- 
g upon ly, ſeeing many Acts of ancient Parliaments declare Pa- 
them, piſts altogether incapable of bearing any Rule, or any o- 
n; yea, ther whomſoever, except they be Maintainers ot the 

laid a. true Proteſtant Religion, according to the National Co- 
Laws; Jvenant, as it is ſtatute by 8th AK, parl. 1. Repeated in 
ad ſomel the 99th Act, Parl.). ratified in the 23d Act, Parl. 11. and 
n Irons, 144th Act, Parl. 12. of King ſames VI. and qth A# of 


id Fire- ¶ King Charles I, And here we ſtand as to the Point of 
ung and N iſtracy. N 

men, in Concerning the Miniſtry, to obviate the Suſpicion of 
-affolds any Averſation from the holy Ordinance of the Miniſtry, 
„ man? and of denying Obedience in the Lord to true and faith- 
ies; op ful Paſtors, We in like manner declare, 1. As we di- 
ing thei ſtinguiſh between the Miniſtry and Miniſters, as between 


the Office and the Perſons inveſted therewith ; ſo, as for 


, caſting Fr « 
ons che Miniſtry icfelf, we own the Lawfulnefs and Neceſſi- 


itat ions; 

as of bel thereof, againſt Quakers, and all its other Oppoſers; 
| chis fol and hold it our Duty (as we would not be rebellious a- 
 eformaM83i9!t Chriſt) to own, obey, and encourage in the Lord, 
rs, Adu all true and faichful Paſtors, and highly co honour them 
ches, an”? Love for their Works ſake. 2. We look upon it as 
thout P nlawful, for any Man, never ſo well qualified others 
Tra « wiſe, to take upon him the Work of the iniſtry, with- 
have dill” Licence, or a lawful Call and Ordination, by lay- 


ing on of the Hands of the Presbytery, or any competent 


clare, th umber of theſe to whom Chriſt hath committed the 


ual Mower of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. 3. We 
wit right old, That Power of — — and Piet. 
ext Plact pline, together with the Exercife of the Miniſterial Fun- 
Tork, fv tion, by Divine Appointment, is neither- commitred, 
Tyrann or doth appertain to Pope, Prelate, Magiſtrate, or Mul- 
mincerillltitude of Believers, Presbyteriated or Unpresbyteriated ; 
-uclty u ut only unto the Miniſters and Officers, which Chriſt 
n over tl ath appointed over his own Church, (which is his 
ver, me ediatory Kingdom) as the Subject and Receptacle of 


-hurch Power; and ſay, That Believers: are the End of 


ouring Nn h b 

e Yoke burch Power, and the Object thereof, or the Party to 
therefal e So verned; but not the Subject, ox Governors, or in 
Succeiid,”) meaſure endued with that Power of themſelves, ei- 


ment her formally or radically. 4; We hold, That Schiſm, 
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or diſowning and reject ing of, or groundleſs and unwar-Wkev: 
rantable ſeparating from true and faithful Minilters, to com 
be a very heinous, hateful, and hurtful Sin; yer this part 
doth not hinder, but that it may be Duty, in a broken Mby ti 
State of the Church, to withdraw from Miniſters charge- the 
able with Defection: For, ſeeing this Church hath at-· Roy 
tained to ſuch a high Degree of Reformation, and ſee-FWdom 
ing, by folemn Covenants to the Almighty, we have the 
bound ourſelves to maintain and defend the ſame ; ſee-MWabar 
ing by reaſon of the Enemies Subtilty and Cruelty, and nem 
the fainting, falling, and failing of Miniſters, ſo many Whim 
dreadful Defections have been introduced, embraced, Wo m 
and countenanced ; ſeeing, in theſe Times of diſtempe-Wlodi 
ring Confuſions, we are now deprived of the Remedy of Wand 
ſettled Judicatorics, whereunto we might recur for rec- felv 
tifying of Diſorders; and ſeeing we are bound ro witneſs ur 
againſt theſe complying and backſliding Courſes, where · flidi 
by the Wrath of God is ſo much kindled againſt che ¶Wor 
Land: Therefore, we hold it as our Duty, uw when Land 
a Backſliding or Defection is embraced, avowed, or ob- that 
ſtinately defended, in ſuch Things as have been reform-fron 
ed, either expreſly or equivalently, eſpecially being wit-faick 
neſſed againſt doctrinally, and further confirmed by o- not 
ther Teſtimonies, We judge it lawful, reaſonable, and NMaſ 
neceffary, in a declining, backſliding, and troubled State ¶ Wre 
of the Church, to leave that part - the Chureh which Mplia 
hath made ſuch Defection, whether Miniſters or Profeſ- 
ſors, as to a joint Concurrence in carrying on the publick 
Work, (according as it is given in Command to Feremiah 
xv, 9, Let them return unto thee, but return not thou unto 
them) and to adhere unto the other Part of the Church, 
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Miniſters and Proſeſſors, whether more or fewer, whoW 1 
are ſtanding ſtedfaſtly to the Defence of the Reformation, ons 
witneſſing againſt others who have turned aſide and de-{Wbat 
clined therefrom; until the Defections of the backſliding of. 
Party be confeſſed, mourned over, and forſaken. This {Wcove 
is no Separation from the Church of Scotland, but only {Wot 
a departing and going forth from ber Sins, Backſli- Pe. 
dings, and Defections, as we aye commanded by ther 
Lord, | | hei 

But conſidering, how this Courſc of Deſection and Hh 
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Revolting from the Lord hath either been carried on, 
complied wich, countenanced, or covered, by che molt 
part of che Miniſters of the Church of Scotland ; where- 
by the Prerogatives of Chrilt have been ſurrendered, and 
che Uſurper eſtabliſhed in che peaceable Poſſeſſion of His 


Royal Throne, the Privileges and Liberties of his King- 


dom (the Purchaſe of his Blood, tranſmitted to us thro” 
the many valiant Witneſſings of our worthy Anceſtors) 
abandoned and yielded to the molt declaredly ſtated E- 
nemy to Chriſt, that ever was engaged in oppolition to 


him; and whereby the holy Ordinance of the Miniſtry is 
o much wronged, corrupted and perverted ; and ſuch 
Indignities and Affronts given unto Chriſt, the Giver 
and Granter of rheir Commiſſion ; and Miniſters them- 
felv es made contemptible before the People. We declare 
pur Teſtimony againſt all Compliances | DefeRions, Back- 
ſlidings, Turnings-aſide, and Prejudices done to the 
Work of God, by the Miniſters of the Church of Scot- 
and. Howbeit, as we acknowledge to the Lord's Praiſe, 
that there have been faithful Miniſters in this Church 
rom time to time, who have valiantly, zealouſly, and 
faichfully wreſtled, contended, and witneſſed againſt, 
not only the heinous Indignities done to their Princely 
Maſter, by the open and avowed Enemy ; bur alſo the 
Wrongs done to his Cauſe and Kingdom, by the Com- 
pliances, Defections, and Lukewarmneſs of other Mini- 
ſters. So we mention not theſe things to reflect upon the 
holy Office, or from any Prejudices at their Perſons; nei- 
ther to juſtify ourſelves, bur to ſhow our Reſpect unto, 
and Eſteem of the holy Ordinance, to clear Truth, and 
o vindicate the Cauſe, 

Therefore we muſt teſtify againſt theſe great Defecti- 
ons of many Miniſters, viz. In the firſt Place, againſt 
that Concurrence given by many Miniſters to the Treaty 
of Breda, for bringing home the King, after many Dif- 

overies of his Treachery and Inclinations to Tyranny, 
notwithſtanding of many ſeaſonable and neceſſary Warn- 
ings of the General Aſſembly, to be very «vary and cir- 
umſpect in truſting when treating with him; againſt 
heir falling upon public Reſolutions, even when our Church 
had arrived at her higheſt Pitch of Reformation; and the 
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CW 2 
fiinting of others, in forbearing to give faithful Warning of fy 
great and dangerous a Sin, when ſome for thcir Freedom 
and Faithfulneſs were ſuſpended from their Miniſtry ;. a. 
gainſt their Compli ances with Crom<vel; againſt not ſtand- 
ing for the Intrinſick Privileges of the Church, in proteſt- 
ing againſt that Heaven-daring Uſurpation, of diſſipating 
and diſſolving all the Church Aſſemblies, and free Coutti 
of Chriſt : Their ſinful and general ſuccumbing, and yield. 
ing the Charge and Overſight of their peculiar Flocks, 
ar the Command of Man, as if they had not received 
their Commiſſion from Chriſt , and that inſtead of faith. 
ful witneffing againſt the fatal overcurning of the Work 
of God, and Introduction of abjured Anti-Chriſtian Prela- 
cy, the moſt part did forthwith embrace it, many others 
countenanced it by hearing theſe intruded Hivelings : 
Their exhibiting no publick plain Teſtimony, againſt the 
nefarious Wickedneſs committed in that Day <wben 
our Solemn League and Covenant <vas broken, and de- 
clared null, by contrary impoſed Declarations, and Conſci- 
ence enſnaring Oaths. Their Unfaithfulneſs and Dif- 
loyalty to the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, in not 
giving Teſtimony againſt the Supremacy, in the Day 


when it was by Law eſtabliſhed upon the Uſurper of 


Chriſt's Royal Dignities. The ir general laying aſide the 
Exerciſe of their Office, after the Vorł of Reformation was 
overturned, whereby poor People wanted Warning of the 


Sins and Snares of the Time. Their embracing of the In- 


dulgenos, their gaping after that pretended Privilege, 
who could not enjoy the ſame; and others dealing un- 
faithfully, in not witneſſing plainly againſt the Grant- 
ers and Receivers thereof, ſome pleading for it as no 
Defection, and others pleading for Union with theſe 
who had embraced it: and the Meeting of ſundry Mini- 
ſters in ſeveral Presbyteries, for rebuking and cenſuring 


the more faithful Servants of Chriſt, for diſcovering the] 


Sinfulneſs of that Defection; and their laving Bonds on 
others not to preach againſt the ſame. Likewiſe, when 
the Lord flirred up ſome Miniſters to go forth. and preach 
the Goſpel freely in the Fields, and was ſeen to countenance 
theſe Meetings, that ſome abode ſtill in their Habita- 
tions, and did not concur with their more valiant and 


faithful 


_— ee ooo. > fail #\ FA ft — 2 


vg of fy 
Preedom 
ry N A. 
ſtand- 
roteſt- 
pating 
Courts 
yield. 
flocks, 
ceived 
faith: 
Work 


1 
taithlul Brethren, to diſplay the Banner of the Goſpel in 
hat publick Manner: and others who not only lay by 
from che Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, but alſo countenan- 
ced Prelacy in hearing of Curates, and the Indulgence, in 
preaching with and hearing theſe who accepted it; their 
being embraced both by Miniſters and People, without 


any Acknowledgment of ſuch Offences, Moreover, 
when ſome were forced to appear in Arms for Defence 
of Religion, Laws and Liberties, that they had fo little 
Concurrence of Miniſters, to countenance and encourage 
to theſe Expeditions: as alfs the great Hurt that ſome 
Miniſters (together with others) did at the Appearance 
at Bothævel, putting in the late Tyrant's Interelt in the 
Declaration of that Army, (as alſo was done at Pentland) 
and their oppoling the mentioning the Indulgence among 
the publick Sins, and likewiſe of a Day of Humiliacion, 
leſt it ſhould have been numbered as one of the Cauſes of 
God's Controverſy with the Land: The Meeting of 
many Miniſters after Bothævel, calling themſelves an Aſ- 
ſembly, and voting for the Acceptation of the Indemnity, 
and the Indulgence or new Liberty (together with the 
Peoples cautionary Bond) for ſuch Miniſters as would live 
peaceably to preach in theſe Bounds, that the Enemies 
reſtricted tbem unto: and when an enſnaring Bond of 
Peace was impoſed upon the Priſoners taken at Bothevel; 
their being ſilent, or not giving their Advice: and others 
perſwading theſe Captives to pur forth their Hand to 
that Abomination : and the great Unfaithfulneſs of the 
moſt Part, in not giving faithful Warning to People, of 
the Hazard of many other enſnaring Bonds and Oaths, 
impoſed for debauching of Peoples Conſciences: Their 
not taking part with the more faithful Miniſters of 
Chriſt, in preaching the Goſpel in the Fields, when they 
were moſily called to that Duty, in time of abounding 
Snares from the right and left Hand; and r 
condemning others, who did jeopard and loſe their Lives, 


for their Faithſulneſs in the Work of the Miniſtry, and 
denying Allegiance to theſe unrighteous Rulers : Some 
leaving of the Land, when they were moſtly called to 
ſtay in ir, to diſcharge the Duty of faithful Watchmen : 
in not giving the Peo- 

ple 


and their long continued Silence, 


( 32 ) 
ple faithful Warning of the Snares and Abominations of 
the Time, when Enemies were moſt cruelly preſſing for 
Compliance, and paſſing through with Circuit-courts of 


unparallelled Inquiſitions : Their complying with Ene. NN 
. in bonding An their Courts — — Length, wy 
as to come under Obligations to forbear the Exerciſe of ps 
their Miniſtry.) And finally, the concurring and join- 110 
ing of ſome with ſuch Confederacies and Aſſociations, as 3 
did open a Door for the Introduction both of Malignant, yay 


end SeF aries, contrary to our Covenant-engagements, But . 
as we delire to mourn, that theſe things ſhould be men- Med 
tioned, and that we are neceſſitate to make ſuch a fad 
and unpleaſant Rehearſal, ſo alſo we delire, that what 
e e. Steps of Defection may be there more indefi- 
nitely propoſed, as to the Miniſters; may be underſtood 
only of theſe to whom they are duly applicable. 

But that our Teſtimony, as managed by us, may be 
the better underſtood, and Exceptions brought againſt 
us on that account more eaſily pre- occupied, before we 
proceed to the Heads of our Vindication, we deſire that 
theſe few things may be Chriſtianly conſtrued, by 
way of Caution and Conceſſion, 

I. We do indeed own and adhere unto all theſe Parts 
of our Teſtimony, eſſential and integral, former and lat- 

ter, of greater and leſſer Conſequence; but we do not 
preſs every Part or Pendicle, Clauſe or Conſequence of 
every one of our latter Declarations, as the Bond of our 
Communion, as is more fully explained afterward, Head 
2. And in the inſufficient Grounds of withdrawing, laid 
down Head 5. But if ſo be our Brethren will own and 
avouch, in Profeſſion and Practice, every Part of our co- 
venanted Reformation, and join with us in the Matter of 
all our Declarations and Teſtimonies againſt Popery, Pre- 
lacy, Supremacy, Sectarianiſm, and all the above men- 
tioned Compliances and Defections, we will not require 
that they come all the ſame Length in the Manner and 


Form. L g 

II. As the Cauſe of God, to quit, the covenanted Re- ih, | 
formation, is to be diſtinguiſhed from the Perſons who 

do eſpouſe, or formerly have owned that Quarrel; fo - 


it is the Cauſe we delire to contend for, and not the Ju- 


ſtifica- 


> - ui 
Rification of Perſons,” in things extraneous to the Cauſe + 
therefore, whatever perſonal Infirmities, or Scandals. of 
| any Sort, have appeared among theſe who profeſs to 
s of own the ſame Caule with us, when not vindicated by 
the whole, ought not to reflect upon the Cauſe, nor to 
be imputed to all its honeſt Lovers; ſe we deſire (which 
is juſt and equal) that the ſcandalous Tranſgreſſors or Ex- 
travagancies that any among us have fallen into, to the 
Detriment of che publick Cauſe, either by their latitudi- 
narian Laxneſs, falling into Defection, or over-much 
Rigidity and Strictneſs, running beyond the Bounds of 
Mediocrity and 'Truth, may not be made uſe of as an 
Occaſion of an ill Report, either upon the Cauſe or the 
Ouners thereof. 

III. If in any thing (abſtract from our faithful and 
well-bottomed 1 we have in the Manner of 
VT "=", Affairs, in reference to the publick Cauſe, 


we brough Ignorance or Imprudence jointly miſcarried, 
int aving good Deſigns, and the _ not attended with 
Gt : Obſtinacy; our Weakneſs and Inſufficiency in the abound- 


by B's Confuſions of theſe preceeding Times, our faithful 
9 uides and Men of Underſtanding, by Death and o- 
herwiſe, being removed, ſhould be compaſſionately 


= ooked upon, and tenderly handled: yea, in very Deed, 
lat? ve fear, that this ſhall be found to ly heavy upon theſe, 
"I ho forbearing to avitneſs and contend publickly for the 
e 01 ord, had forſaken us, while endeavouring to follow Duty. 
OY owever, ſo ſoon as any Error or Miltake did or doth 
1414 appear amongſt us, or any of us, preſently by Degrees 


e endeavoured, and do endeavour, both ſeverally, and 
ogether in Societies particular and —_ the Amend- 


ha nent and forſaking thereof. And albeic poſſibly our 
r O ethod in rectifying ſome Diſorders, while the Matter 
Pre- It firſt was propoſed to Conſideration, ſometimes was 


ot deſireable, yer it was, and is our Work, by piece 
nd piece to attain unto a more exact Manner. | 

IV. Whatever may have been our Miſcarriages, this 
S our ſincere and profeſſed Deſign, Purpoſe and Reſolution, 
d lay out ourſelves to the utmoſt of our Power, accord- 
g to our Places and Stations, for promoting and pro- 
agating the Work of Reformation, cloſely adhering to our 
worthy 


<3) 
evo "thy Reſormers, and thoſe who have conſtantly walkel 
in their Footſteps, ſtedfaſtly wreſtling againſt che Cop 
ruptions and Innovations of the' Times; continuing ſucceſ. 
ſively the Teſtimony for the Reformation : and thar our 
Study is, to keep ourſelves unpollured with the abound- 
ing Abominations of this our Day, and to Hold faſt the 
Truths of God, not loſing them among our own Hands 
but conveying them down to the ſucceeding Generation, 
equally guarding ourſelves againſt right or left Hand Ex 
tremes. 


— —. 


Our VINDñICATION from many Calumnies caſt upon 
by ſome Brethren that have left us, repreſented in ſever, 
HEADS. 


O W, having with all Brevity poſſible declare 
the Matter of our Teſtimony, what we poſitive 
ly own and diſown, we ſhall proceed thence to remove 
Miſtakes, obviate unjuſt Exceptions againſt us, and t 
clear ourſelves of calumnious Charges; though we mu 
not think it ſtrange, that we have been (through thei ber 
Ignorance of Matters of Fact) miſtaken by ſome, ani unt 
alſo ot our being reproached by very many. For w *f © 
find in Scripture- records of former Ages, of our ownfiff P"! 
and other Churches, that the faithful have been brandei not 
with ſtrange Aſperſions, and odious Calumnies, Sata yet 
always labouring to put odious Names upon real Du con 
ties, and to bury the Truths of God under the baſe AM © 
ſhes of vile Reproaches: yet, as the Lord hath in for tog 
mer Times, by his Appearances, blown away the ſame © 
ſo we delire to believe, that he will yet do the like, aui ma 
vindicate his Truths from Error, Miſtake and Conrempyh u 
Hut, to come tothe preſent Purpoſe, being repreſencet 
by ſome, os having erected among ſt us a formal authorit! eon 
tive Community, and Eraſtian Republick, taking unto us t e 
Government both of Church and State; attributing unto th 
People the Power of Church-government ; impoſing ſinfu 
and unjuſt Reſtrictions upon Miniſters and Profeſſors ; an 
wnwarrantably dividing and ſeparating from them; a 
conſequently overturning the very Foundation of Presbyterii 
Government, and the covenanted Reformation: we hal 


ſpeil 


1 


ſpeak to ſundry Heads, which may make the contraty 
appear, and free us of ſuch a heavy Impuration, and de- 
clare us to be endeavour ing only the promoving of that, 
which we are ſaid to have overturned. 


— . q tn} 


HE XK 


Concerning our GENERAL MEETINGS, 


E are ſaid, by ſome, to handle in theſe general 

Meetings and Correſpondencies, Matters both 
of Church and State, and that judicially, and by the ſame 
Perſons and Aſſembly : Theretore we deſire, that theſe 
things following may be conſidered, for clearing the 
Nature of the Meetings, and wiping away Re proaches, 
and removing Miſtakes about the ſame. 

I. We look upon ourſelves, as by conſtant and Ha- 
bitual Tyranny, reduced to our native and radical Li- 
berty in this matter; and deſiring Faithfully to adhere 
unto the Fundamental Laus and Laudable Conſtitutions 
of our Church and Covenanted Nation, with the reſt of the 
purer and better part: And therefore, though we can- 
not and do not aſſume to ourſelves a power of Mag iſtracy: 
yer after we had conlidered what would be beſt, and 
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Ny. contribute moſt to the ſecuring of ourſelves and Religion, 
aſe AM we Judged it Lawful, Expedient, and Neceſſary, to join 
in for together into one meeting, all the particular Societies who 
amel were of one Judgment and practice, in Reference to the 
de. aal matter of ou Stated Teſtimony, by Formal Conſent, for 
aremp mutual help and Correſpondence. 


IT. This Union being founded on Common conſent, 
conſonant to Scripture and Reaſon; for this end, the 
promoval of Reformation and preſervation of ourſelves : 
The general Concluſion we obſerve and lay down, in 
order to the managing Affairs for the beſt, by De- 
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ef he liberation amongſt us, thus united, is that Nothing re- 
0 „„ bletive to the Publick, and which concerns the <hole, be 
byteri done by any of us, without harmonious Conſent, ſought . 


after, and rationally waited for, ſufficient deliberation a- 
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ſpeil 


f 3 
bout the beſt means and manner. But ſeeing this Con- 
cluſion hath becn much ſpoken againlt by ſome, and Mes. 
condemned as an Impoſition; we ſhall here explain po 
the ſame, by adding ſome few conceſſory Caveats, Wire 
(1) That foreſaid Concluſion is not to be taken in an Rut 
Abſolute Senſe, as a Reſtriction ſimply neceſſary for in 
all times, all Places, all Perfons, all Cates, and Things. her 
(2) Though the Concluſion imports, that even in ne- rn 
ceſſary duties which concern the whole, a Part oughc Ml '\ 
not go on therein; without proponing the ſame to the ae. 
reſt: For that which concerneth the whole, ought to re 
to be handled by the whole, Vet, if theſe ſhall ſin - Ino 
fully deny their Concurrence, that Part may lawfully, Woot 
without the Breach of the Concluſion, do it for them- Nad 
felves. (3) As for Points doubtful and controverted, ie, 
this Concluſion is neceſſary to be obſerved, as an Or- 
derly and Rational Method, for adviſing and Delibe- 
rating about the preſent Controverſie; and fo we look 
upon it as an hedge againſt Precipitancy and raſhneſ,, 
helpful for the Preſervation of Union, excluding of 
Confuſion, curbing of petulant Spirits. and right man- 
aging of Affairs. Thus, when according to this Con- 
cluſion a right Method is followed, we chuſe that which 
is agreeable to the Law and to the Teſtimony, 

III. Theſe Meetings, as they are neither Civil nor 
Fecleliaſtical Judicatories, ſo they are of the ſame Na- 
ture with particular Chriſtian Societies, in the time of 
this Extream Perſecution, gathered together in their 
general Correſpondence, by mutual Advice and common 
Conſent, endeavouring jointly to know the Sins and Du- 
ties of the day, that ſo we may be Helpful and Encour- 


aging to one another, in Concluding what is neceflaryM 
for our Preſervation, and the Propagation of our Teftime-M* * 
ny, according to the word of God, the Law of Nature, the ni 
Fundamental Conſtitutions and Laudable practices of our Hab 
Ancient Covenanted Church and Nation, acting joint- Mart 
ly and Harmoniouſly, by way of Conſolation, Deli- Nc 
beration and Admonitory Determination. | ef 
IV. Theſe Determinations and Reſolutions, conde- er 
ſcended upon after that manner, though they be no for- e 


mal Statutes of either Civil or Eceleſiaſtick Judicator 
| ries 
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es, yet they are underſtood to be of a binding Force 
on all chem Conſenters, partly by reaſon of the na- 
re of the thing, and partly by virtue of their conſent; 
ut no ways obtruded as extending over the whole 
ingdom, becauſe coming from vs : Fhough we think 
ere lyech upon them alfo a Moral Obligation to per- 
rm ſuch neceſſary Duties. 

V. All cheſe things, as they are handled or con- 
dered among ourſelves in our general Correſpondencies, 
re not abſolutely reſolved upon, antecedently to the 
nowledge of the Societies, ſeveral and apart, but 
poſequeorly ; that is, for the Preſervation of Union, 
ad ſhunning Separation and Diviſion, we abſolutely re- 
ve nothing in the foreſaid Meetings, but that for 
hich we have the advice and conſent of our Brethren; 
nd when it is reported unto the Meeting, what any 
f che Societies agrees upon and adviſes unto, if the 
natrer concern the whole (eſpecially if it be of any 
angerous Conſequence to be miſmanaged) nothing is 
one therein peremptorily, until the reſt of the Socie- 
ies get time to conſider the thing alſo; otherways 
ardly can Errors and Diviſions be prevented. This 
e hold to be our duty, and have been endeavouring 
ic ſume, not intentionally keeping any thing from any 
ocieties, that ever was handled at any of our Cor- 
eſpondencies ; Albeir che unconcernedneſs of ſome, and 
e Neglect of others, who were particularly ſens to 
ur general meetings, bath prejudged their Societies 
f what was allowed them ; which we wiſh in time 
oming may be amended, | 

VI. It ſo be any thing for the Preſent Occaſion ſhould 
* reſolved upon in the common Correſpondence, for 
hich they had no Delegations, and which might be 
yable to debates before the Societies ſeverally and a- 
art, ſhould know and conſider it, it is not to be 
ckoned the Deed and Fact of the Societies, but of 
ele perſons then preſent, ſpeakiog meerly in their 
wn Names, not in the name of their Brethren, from 
hom they have no direct ion for ſuch a thing : Nei- 
er are the Societies bound ro ſtand unta ir, if they 
e it either unlawful or * Neither is their 


( 35 ) 
not ſtanding upto it, any way to be r 
back from harmonious agreement, ſeeing their conſent w; 
not previouſly required, the matter never being imparte 
to them before the determined Reſolution, Yea, in ver 


Deed, the Breach of Harmony would ly rather at thei" 

door, who bad ſo reſolved upon any ching, either » het 

lawful or inexpedient, without previous Advice and Conſenii'*" 
| nt. 


However, when any thing, is conditionally re ſolve. 
upon in the Correſpondence; and then imparted u 
the Societies ſeverally, by their giving their conſe 
thereto, it becometh their proper Fact and Deed alſo. 

VII. Lafily, When things incident and controverte| 
| among ourſelves, cannot be inſtantly compoſed and a 
th greed upon, neither in Societies nor the general Corre 

| ſpondence: Then, according to Reaſon and Religis 
every one is to take ſufficient time to inform themſelye 
and deliberate about the thing, before we proceed tò an 
Determination; that ſo things may not be carried a 
raſhly, and hand over head, but a right way followed 
and no Sudden nor unwarrantable Diviſion occaſioned, 

Hence ir may be evident, how in theſe Meetings we 
have not gone out of our Stations, by — Mat 
ters judicially, as Judges, either Civil or Eccleſiaſtick 
or by Eraſtian Practices confounded Church and Stat 
together, but acted therein as was competent and incun 
bent to Us. 


— — be 
HEAD II. 


Concerning our Declarations. 


Eeing the unjuſt imputations of Acting as Judg 
either Civil or Eccleliaſtick, or as an Eraſtian r 
publick, and other ſad Accuſations, are unfriendh 

drawn from our Declarations, particularly the firſt De 
cla ration publiſhed at Sanquhar, and the following pu- 
bliſhed at Lanerk. Therefore to remove ſuch a Charge 
concerning both theſe Declarations, we in general plait 
ly declare, that we never did, ocither do look up 

| thelt 


1 


heſe as Authoritative actions, and as ſuch extended o- 
yer and binding the whole Land (though they were 


rAWin | 
ent ww; 


F = all morally obliged ro do whar we vid, and more than 
it the e were able to do, and ro own what we have done 
her yWb<r<by, becauſe of the Duty of the ching) bur as De- 
ConſenW'2"251995 publiſhed in che Name of theſe who adhere 
efolye $070, and confent with us, in the matter of the Teſti- 
rted nony. Bur to ſpeak more particularly, firſt, As to 
conſen be firſt Declaration publiſhed at Sanqubar, we ſhall 


alſo, Notice three things in it. Firſt, the De ſignati n, by 
oven hich che Publiſhers and conſenters are termed, to uit 
and be Repreſentatives of the true Preſbyterian Church and 
Corn Novenanted Nation of Scotland. Secondly, The princi- 
eligit pal part of the Declaration, to wit, The diſowning of 
mſelvel d revolting from under Charles II. Thirdly, The ex- 
te anne Declaration of War againſt that Tyrant and 


Uſurper. a 
As to the Firſt, to wit, the Deſignation; we declare 


ried ai 


mo hat by it we underſtand only theſe who in the time of 
ngs W ann and Apoſtaſy, cleave moſt cloſly to the Funda- 
e Mal ental Laws of the Kingdom, and to the parts and de- 
© 0-4 prees of the Reformation already attained in this Re- 
d StanfWormed and Covenanted Land, or the Remnant that is left 


dear ing witneſs unto the ſame ; not theſe who ordinarily 
are underſtood by this word, to wit, Perſons formally 
nveſted with Authority and Delegation from theſe whom 
hey repreſent ; but only a poor people appearing moſt 
ublickly for purſuing the Ends of our Covenants, ſome 
ay Repreſenting the Body that ſhould have done it, 
n thar they did ir in their ſtead, though they could 
ot have their Concurrence. Therefore as we utterly 
(claim, as an unſound and Eraſtian Principle and Pra- 
ice, that the ſame party, perſons, and Aſſembly for- 
tian r ally inveſted wich Authority, ſhould take upon them 
riendly82 perform Actions, Civil and Eccleſiaſtick, repreſenting 
ft DeWorh Church and Sate; fo we declare, that neither the 
og pu- Authors nor we ever intended or practiſed any ſuch 
Charge bing. Hence, it may be evident, that we uſe not the 
| plait ord Repreſentative, according to its ordinary and ſtrict 
© upon cceptarion, but more improperly, as it denotes the more 
cheſiaithſull and better part of the Church and Kingdom, 

| DL repreſent- 


incum 
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repreſenting others who ſhould deſerve the ſame Sig 
nature, who, in the Time of Compleat Tyranny and Ne 
tional Apoftaſy, are for themſelves, and ſuch as do ad 
here unto them, endeavouring clcily to adhere un 
the Degrees of Reformation, in the beſt Times of tha 
Church and State, acting jointly according to the Worl 
of God, the Church's Conſtitutions, and Fundamental La 


of the Land; by Virtue of that Natural Right which; 
is competent to Subjects, and. Men meerly private, ii 
time of Neceſſity, in Reference to Things lawful; laudſo 
able and neceſſary : Seeing, in ſuch a Caſe, the Perſe ; 
cuting Party have by Right Forfaulted their Right; and } 
the Backſlidiog Party fled from their Teſtimony Þ y 
Therefore the more Faithful and better Part may di n 
for themſelves in that Jun#ure. ſe 


Secondly, As for the principal and moſt materialfPan 
of the Teſtimony, to uit, The Diſowning of Charles th 
Second; we diſtinguiſh between a judicial and authoritaWan 
tive Depoſing, and a private, lawful, and neceſſary Di 1 
owning, and refuſing any more to own him in a Magi no 
— Relation over us, for ourſelves, and all who adit 

ere unto and conſent with us in our Declaration again 

him, as Head of the Malignants. The former we alte 
gether deny to be done by us, the latter we have done 
and own it as our Duty; and that becauſe of theſe Rea 
ſons expreſſed in the Declaration, and hinted above, | 
20, 21, chiefly for this in the Complex, (which com 
prehends all) © That he had inverted all the Ends of the 
© Government, and everted and perverted Religion 
© Laws, and Liberties, which he was obliged to main} ] 
© tain, both by his Otfice and Truſt, and by the ſuperſhe 
© added Tie and Obligation of ſacred and ſolemn OathYhel 
© and Covenants. By breaking which, he had ruined 
© and razed the very Foundations, upon which both hit 
© Right to govern, and the Peoples Allegiance wer 
© founded, and thereby he had looſed the People fron 
© all Obligation to own his Authority.“ For the Ar 
ticles and Conditions agreed upon, and mutually cove 
nanted unto betwixt a People, and the Perſon or Perſo 
w hom they intruſt to rule over them for their Good 
are the only fundamental Laws, whereupon the Rul | 
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1 
right to govern, and the Peoples Obligation to obey, are 
founded, and which continues and regulates the Relation 
of each to other, in their reſpective Sphere, and Duties; 
and no Laws, divine or human, does oblige one Party - - 


o the Performance of a mutual Condition to the other, 
hile che other does not mutually obſerve nor perform 
is to them, And becauſe he had uſurped and exerced 

hat on Supremacy. 

Thirdly, As for the Var there declared in Expreſſions 
o this purpoſe, © We declare a War againſt ſueh a Ty- 

rant and Uſurper, and all the Men of his Practices, as 

Enemies to our Lord 8 Chriſt, his Cauſe, and Co- 
ve nants, and againſt all ſuch as have any way ſtrength- 
ned him, ſided with, or acknowledged him in his U- 
ſurpation, Civil and Eccleſiaſtick, or ſhall acknowledge 
any other in the like Uſurpation and Tyranny.* For 
nderſtanding whereof, and our Minds concerning the 

ame, we offer theſe few Things to be conſidered. 

I. We have ingenuoully inſerted the Words, as they 
noſt frequently occur in the moſt common Copies, ca- 
able of the worſt Senſe that uſually is put upon them; 
hough we have found ſome far otherwiſe, and more fa- 
rourably worded, and which probably ſeem more like 
be Authors genuine Expreſſions and Meaning : And we 
annot conceal how we have obſerved the only Altera- 
ion in the Copies of that Paper to be in that extenſive 
Declaration of Var; which gives us ſome Ground to Jea- 
ouſe, that ſome Induſtry had not been wanting to miſ- 
epreſent them. 

II. We will not offer to put a determinate Senſe u 

e Author's Words, who we are conhdent had an ho- 
eſt Intention, though their Expreſſions (if theſe be their 
xpreſſions) cannot bear an ordinary Senſe without Ex- 

ptions ; only we are free to ſenify in what Senſe we 

[low them. We diſtinguiſh therefore between a decla- 

ing of a Hoſtile Way and Martial Inſurrection, and decla- 
ng a War of Contradiction and Oppoſition by Teſtimonies, 

c As for the former, we look upon that only to be 
clared againſt the Tyrant, and ſuch as ſhould riſe with 
im in Arms, muſtering themſelves under his Banner, 
iſplayed againſt the Cauſe and People of God, for deſtroy- 


( 42 ) 
ing the Covenanted Work of Reformation, and extirpating 
all the Owners thereof: But as for the latter, we canng 
but think, that is declared againſt. all ſuch as any way 
itengthen, tide with, or acknowledge the ſaid Tyran 
or any other in the like Tyranny and Uſurpation, Civil a 
Eccleſiaſtick; got that we would marcially oppoſe and 
Tite up againſt ail ſuch, but that by our Profeſſion, Prac: 
tice, and Teſtimony, we would contradict and oppoſe 
chem, and their Profeſſion and Practice, as to t 
Thing. | 

III. We poſitively diſown, as horrid Murder, the killing 
of any, becauſe of a different Perſuaſion and Opinion from u 
albeit tome have inviciouſly caſt this odious - Calumn 
upon us, from this extenſive Declaration of War: Fora 
gainit the latter Sort, to wit, ſuch as acknoculedge the b. 
ſurper, or any way ſide and ftrenethen him, and do not 
riſe in a hoſtile manner under his Banner, no killing i 
intended at all. But, 

IV. We maintain it as both righteous and rational, in 
Defence of our Lives, Liberties and Religion, after a 
orderly and Chriſtian Manner, to endeavour by all 
Means lawful and poſſible, to defend ourſelves, reſc 
our Biethren, and prevent their Murder, in a martia 
Oppoſition againſt wicked Perſecuters, who are daily 
ſeeking to deſtroy them and us, and imbrue their Hands 
in our Blood, according to the true Import of the Apolo 
getical Declaration, whereby this at Sanqubar is confirmed 
and explained. 

Secondly, As to the Declaration publiſhed at Lanert 
from what has been already ſaid, our Minds of it -ma 
be plainly underſtood ; howbeit, to remove Miſtake 
we offer theſe things particularly to be conſidered, 

IJ. We look not upon it as a judicial or authoritative 4 
ction, but as a Declaration of a poor oppreſſed Community 
neceſſitated to that manner of contending for their covenant 
Privileges, confirming and approving the Preceeding 2 
Sanqubar, and as a Teſtimony againſt the preceedin; 
packed and prelimited Parliament convocate by Charld 
Il, wherein the Duke of Tork did preſide as his Commil 
ſioner; and againſt all their iniquous Acts and Law: 


pat 
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particularly that abominable Teſt, and every thing done 
by them ar that Time againſt the Cauſe of God. 


pating 
cannot 


ii 11. But conſidering ſome Expreſſions in the foreſaid 
 yranWeclaration to be very exceptionable, ſuch as, the attri- 
2 during to the Publiſhers of the Sangubar Declaration the 


itle of a Convention of Eſtates, and in other Expreſſions 
eeming to appropriate Authority to its own Authors; 
herefore we do hereby acknowledge, that ſuch Names 
and Stiles are not applicable to us, and therefore inexpe- 
iently and unadviſedly inſerted in our Declarations ; fe 
e paſs from the Defence of che ſame, reſolving to uſe 
Names and Titles in all Time hereafter, that may be 
duly and truly applied co us, in the Circumſtances 
wherein we may ſtand. | 

III. Notwithſtanding of this; we adhere unto the Te- 
imony then and there given, as not improper for, or 
nconſiſtent with Perſons in our Capacity to give it, tho 
e wanted the Concurrence of great ones. For we 
hiok indeed great Men, when faithful, are great Helps, 
and fit Inſtruments under God, for promoving the com- 
mon Cauſe , but their ſimple Abſence doth nor altogether 
Incapacitate or invalidate the faithful Endeavours of a 
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nar r-mnant, adhering to the Reformation, and keeping their 
_ nteovity, to maintain and promote the ſame, in ſuch 
Hand Circumſſances as we in this Land are in: For this is our 
Apolo-W:dical Right, and nat the Donative of Princes, or De- 


{ 
irmed pendent of Greatneſs, At the furtheſt, great Men are for 


he Well-being, not ſimply neceſſary for the Being of Ar- 
mies, Commonwealths or Societies: we mean thoſe who 
are, ſtrictly called the firſt or Nobles of the Kingdom by 
Birth, and not ennobled by Qualifications and Endows- 
ments. Indeed where Excellency of Virtue and Nobili- 
y of Blood meer together, the Perſons are much to be 


Lanerk 
it ma 
iſtake 
„ 

tive 4 


munihſſpreferred; but ſimple Birth gives little Right. 
wor IV. When we deſire of others a formal and explicite 
| ps 1 onſent unto theſe publick Declarations, we only delire 


heir Conſent and Agreement, not with every incident 
f :xpreſſion and Word (as theſe foreſaid Stiles) but with 
omm'"Whe intentional Scope, and the things themſelves materi- 
Laws ally and ſubſtantially conſidered , and char chiefly, be- 
fagauſe aate cedently to our Action, theſe things which are 
tbe 


Charltl 
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the Matter of the Teſtimony are bound upon all, both Dj, 
vinely by the Word of God, and Eccleſiaſtically by out 
Church-conſtitutions, and by the ſuperadded and ſub jec iu 
Bond of our holy Covenants , that fo, in the Proſecution 'd 
the Lord's Cauſe, we may be of one Mind and Practice: 
For, except we be joined in one thing, as to che Heads o 
cur ſtated Teſtimony (eſpecially in this confuſed and di 
ſturbed State of Affairs) we cannot ſtrengthen, but rathe 
weaken one anothers Hands. 


F 


Concerning the firſt Foint and written Call given to ile 
Miniſt 140 


Here is another Brand put upon us, of impoſin 
ſinful and unlawful Reſtrictions and Impoſition 
#þon Miniſters ; the Occaſion whereof is taken from thi 
firſt Call given to the Miniſters : therefore we deſit 
theſe things to be conſidered concerning it. 
I. That Call when it was concluded, was not conde 
ſcended unto by all of us, ſome ſtill oppoling the ſame 
II. When better conſidered a little afterwards, it wa 
found ſeveral Ways diſſatisfactory, and in fome thing 
unſound ; whereupon it was immediately retracted, eve! 
by the next General Meeting, and never more ownet 
by us; but all the Copies (fo far as was poſſible) deſirel 
to be called in again: which was publickly and fre 
N told, when we had our Conference with ſomt 
iniſters about ſeveral things in Controverſy. Henct 
there can be no Ground of objecting it unto us now. 
But as to Impoſitions and unjuſt Conditions, Reſtri 
Fions and Qualifications, which we are ſaid to impok 
upon Miniſters and Profeſſors: for removing of that hea 
vy Imputation, and fatisfying of doubting and well 
meaning Perſons, as it was publickly told in the Fad 
of the Meeting, Fanuary 28th 1686, (together with ſe 
veral other things, preceeding and following in thi 
Vindication, in the Conference with ſome Perf 
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{eſs and declare, That wwe require nothing, either of Mini- 
ters or Profeſſors, but that cobich, antecedently to our humble 


ject iu De ſ re, is bound over both upon them and us, in aur Places 
tion and Stations, Divinely, by the Authority of God's Word, and 
Rice MEccle/caftically, by the ſubordinate Authority of our Church- 
eads Conſtitutions. Therefore, what we require Conſent and 
ad di Agreement unto, let it be firſt brought unto the Mord of 


God, which is the only Rule of Faith and Manners, and 
compared with the laudable Degrees of Reformation already 
attained unto, according to our Covenants and Church- 
Conſtitutions tounded upon the ſame Word; and if ir be 
not agreeable thereunto, expreſſed therein, or neceſſarily 
conſequential therefrom, let it be rejected; but if conſo- 
nant thereunto, let no Man call it our ſinful Impoſition 
or Reſtriction. | 


: t0 the 


„ „„ * — — — 2 


410, ii 

— H E:A IV. 

om ii concerning that heavy, though falſe Charge, of caſting off 
deſit the Miniſtry, and Schiſmatical Separation from the Mini- 

ſters of the Church of Scotland, - 


conde 
ſame 
it wa 

thiag 


N the next place, being aſperſed with Schiſm, and 
unwarrantable Separation from the Miniſters of the 
Church of Scotland: yea, with that odious and heavy 
1, eve] Charge of caſting off the Miniſtry thereof: therefore, tho 
owned the Theme be molt unpleaſant, and Matter of Sorrow 
deſirei to us, to uw on ſuch a lamentable Subject, and nei- 
id frefl ther our Deſire nor Credit to diſcover our Mother's 
n ſomi Nakedneſꝭ; yet we are neceſſitated, for Vindication of 
Hence Truth, and taking off ſuch a Calumoy, to touch a little 


V. IF this fad and intricate Head: In Proſecution whereof, .ac- 

Reſinſ cording to our weak and mean Capacities, we ſhall 

iy ſpeak a little to theſe few things: Firſt, We foall make 

K 7 mention of ſome DiftinfFions, e<uhich in ſome mea ſure 
we 


may conduce to the clearing of the Caſe, and more eaſy ſol- 
e Faq ving of Difficulties velating to our Practice. Secondly, We. 
ich ſe fall ſew ſome things; which due look upon as inſufficient in 
in thi Point of withdrawing from Miniſters, even within this co- 


s who :21anted Land, Thirdly, We Pall few ſome Groynds 
y FO © ich wwe look upon to be ſuffici a 


ent for withdrawing ( in a 


feſt ca ſe 
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Caſe of ſuch Differences, and ſo circum flantiated) from Mil hu! 
niſters of this Church, to whom they are applicable, who ice 
obliged to maintain with us in their Places and Station felve 
the ſame Word of Teftimony. Fourthly, We foall ſbecu what 
ee judge to be required, according to the written Word « 
& God, our Church-Conſtitutions, and our Covenants, in Mim-W 
fers whom eve are to countenance, own and embrace in the 
preſent Circumſtances. Fitchly, We ſoall propoſe ſome thingy 
by way of Caution, in order to the pre- occupying of Objectioni 
and further declaring of our Minds. 
As to the firſt, ave Hall diſtingui | 
I. Between a Chuck in her —— ewkh u 
into Reformation; and an adult Church, which hath 
arrived at a higher pitch of Reformation: in the former 


many things may be tolerated, which may not in the ; 
latter; and therefore our Fathers might have born with 
many things in Miniſters, which we cannor, becauſe we and 
have been reformed from theſe things, which chey were b. n 
not. E ( 

II. We diſtinguiſh between a Church in a growing Caſe, and 
coming forward out of Darkneſs, and advancing in Rex bel 
formation ; and a Church declining and going back a- = 


gain: In the former, many things may bc born with, 
which in the latter are noways to be yielded unto; as bli 
in the time of the former Prelacy, many did hear Prela- e 
tical Men, which now we cannot do, and fo in other wi 
things, 1a 
III. We diſtinguiſh between a Church in a reformed 
and ſettled State, and confirmed with the Conſtitutions M 
of General Aſſemblies, and the Civil Sanction of Act of {MW "© 
Parliament, and a Church in a broken and diſturbed State: 
In the former, Abuſes and Diſorders can be orderly re- 
dreſſed and removed by Church-Judicatories ; bur not iſ *'* 
| in the latter: wherefore the moſt lawful Expedient, 
and conducible Mean, for maintaining the attained unis 
Reformation, is to be followed in the Time of ſuch Confu- 
ſions and Diſturbances ; and that is (as we think) Abſtra- ly 
Rion, and withdrawing from ſuch Diſorders in Mini- 
ers, which we cannot otherwiſe get rectified. 1 
IV. We diſtinguiſh between a reformed Church en- 
joying her Privileges and Fudicatories, and a reformed 
Church 


CT. 


” | MChurch denuded of her Privileges, and deprived of her Ju- 


obo anc 091 165: lo che tormer, veoplc are to adudrels themes 
Station WEcive> unto Church udicatorie , and not co WUh dra 
v pk fW1om cheir Minitters (eſpecially for ordinary Scandals) 
Ford ow ichout making prior Application to cheſe; but in che 
Mim- latter, when Miniters are really ſcaudalous (chough not 
in the huridically declared fo) and duly ceuſureab e according 


o the Nord of God, and their own Church's Conſtitutions, 
zud Cenſures cannot be inflicted through the Want of 
Lurch-Fudicatories, and yet they ſtill perſin in their of- 
fenlive Courſes, People mey do what is competent ta 
them, and teſtify their Senſe of the j uſtueſs of the Cen- 
ſure to be inflicted, by withdrawing from ſuch Mini- 
ſters, even without the Presbyterial Sentence. 


thing. 
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n the V. We diſtinguiſh betu een che Miniſtry in the Ab- 
\ with Mfra#, or the Office itſelf, which is Chriſt's Inſtitution; 
iſe weſſ#24 che Miniſters in the Concert, or the Perſons inveſted 


with the Office; ſo albeit the Miniſtry can by no Means 
be diſou ned, without the higheſt Rebellion againlt God, 
Cafe, N and rejecting of Man's Salvation; yer ſuch Miniſters (that 
2 Re. Mb<long to the Presbyterial Church of Scotland) aga inſt 
ack a-M whom there are ſolid and juſt Exceptions, according to 
with, che Word of God, and the Acts of che General Aſſem- 
o; asMWÞlies, ſtriking againſt chem (perſiſting in their Courſes) 
Prela- Neven unto Depoſition, may be withdrawn from by People, 
other who would rightly ſee to the approving of themſelves 
faithful in their Stations unto God, | 
2 VI. We diſtingoiſh between a faithful and a ſinleſs 
tions Ml Miniſtry : The former we have ground to expect, but in 
I by caſe the latter ; and for the want of the former Qua- 
ate: MI lifications we have ground to wichdraw, that is, when 
y re- they are not faithful ; but from none, becauſe they are 
- nor not ſinleſs. | 
lient, VII. As to what we require of unfaithful Miniſters 
unto be fore we can join with them, we diſtinguiſh between 
onfu- Minitter, condemning doctrinally, and confeſſing priva te- 
\Nra- y by Conference with offended Brethren, or reſenting to 
Aini. them after ſome more publick Manner their DefeQions 
and Offences: and their conſeſſing theſe Eccleſtaſtically 
en- before Church-Judicacories, and ſubmitting to their juſt 
med nd equal Cenſures. The former we judge ſufficient in 
urch : | | the 


Were 
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the preſent Circumſtances; howbeit, we confeſs tha 
the latter, if afterward they be called unto it, ſhoult 
not be refuſed and denied, when there ſhall be any] 

dicatory to 4xquire it. 5 
VIII. We dittinguiſh between a Separation negative 
whether actively or paſſively conlidered ; and a Separatioi 
poſrtive. A poſitive Separation is, when a Farty not only 
leaves Communion with a Church, whereunto they were 
formerly joined in Chriſtian and Miniſterial Duties; but 
alſo gathers up new diſtin& Churches, different from thei 
former in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Gover 
ment. A negative paſſive Separation is, when the bet 
ter Part of a Church, ſtandinę ſtill and refuſing to fol 
low and concur with the backſliding Part of the ſame 
Church, after chey have become obſtinate in their De- 
clinings from former ſound Principles and Practices 
holds cloſely by, and adheres unto what Parts of Refor-v- 
mation were graciouſly attained among them. Separa- er 
tion negative and active reſpects the declining Part of the ai 
Church, who have deſerted their faithful Brethren, ande 
after brotherlv Admonition refuſe to return, but hold 
on their new Courſe. Hence, as for us, we abſolutely! 
deny a poſitive Shparation from the Scottiſh cevenanted 
Church; yea alſo Separarion negative, if it be conſidered 
actively at the furtheſt : Herein we acknowledge a Sepa- 
ration negative, paſſively conſidered, in our being left a · 
lone (at firſt, in the time of 6ur greateſt Straits) and for- 
ſaken by the reſt : for we are endeavouring to our out- 
moſt (with many Failings and much Weakneſs) to retain 
and maintain, according to our Station and Capacity, the 
covenanted Work of Reformatien of the Church of Scotland, 
againſt Popery, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm, and Sectarianiſm 
both more refined and more groſs, together with Schiſm 
and Defection: ſo we deny, and altogether diſown a Se- 
aration from Communion with this Church, in her 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, as ſhe 
was in her beſt and pureſt Days: For we only oppoſe the 
Tranſgreſſions and Defections of this Church, and en- 
deayour to ſeparate from theſe; while we chuſe to ſtand 
ſtill, and not go alongſt with others in declining and 
offenſive Courſes, but to follow the Footſteps ** 

ait 
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zichful Miniſters and Profeſſors, as have gone before 
is, witneſſiog in their Places and Stations, againſt both 
yranny and Apoſtaſy, until Defections be condemned 
2nd Offences removed. WF: 

As to the Second, viz. What we judge inſufficient in 
point of withdrawing from Miniſters and Members of 
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| ſhould 


ny ] 
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ot onlyMhis covenanted Church, | | 
y wer I. Infirmities or Weakneſs, whether natural, ſpiritual, 
$;4 buifſor moral, are not ſufficient to found a withdrawing, e- 


en from Miniſters of this covenanted Church: Natural 
ſeakneſs is the Infirmity of Parts, Knowledge, Cou- 
age, and the like; which Jofirmities are diſadvantage- 
pus to them that labour under them, but in ſuch Things 
if there be not altogether an Ineptitude to teach, or Ig- 
orance incapacitating them for the Diſcharge of their 
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actice: Duty) We ought to bear the Infirmities of the cueat, Rom. 
Refor-Wv. 1. under which Rule, Miniſters alſo muſt be compre- 
Separa-Mhcnded ; ſpiritual Weakneſs is the Weakneſs of Grace, 
of the Faith, Love, Zeal, Patience, and the like; as when 
n, and we perceive ſome Evidences of Misbelief, Coldneſs, Se- 
t hold rurity, Impatience, or ſome riſings of Paſſion, and the 
olutely like, we mult not caſt at one another for ſuch Things, 
nantei ut with all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, with long Suffering, 
ſidered bear one another in Love, Eph. iv. 2. Eſpecially when 
2 Sepa-· Nuch Things are mourned over and wreſtled againſt. 
left a-{Moral Infirmities and Failings, are ſuch Evils as Men fall 
ad for- Nato through the Streſs of Temptation, in Time of Perſecu- 


ir out- ion, Satan's Suggeſtions, &c. Being either Sins of I 


retain Norance, or perſonal Eſcapes not allowed, or ſuch as the 
y, the Ferſon hath been hurried into by a ſurpriſing Tempra- 
>rland, ion out of Fear, which otherwiſe he durſt nor, nor 


aniſm {would he have done, if he had been himſelf: For tho", 
Schiſm Nie ought to reprove one another far theſe Things, and not 
1 a Se- offer them to Iy upon our Brother; yet we muſt not diſ- 
n her{Woin from one another upon that Account, but reſtore 


as ſhe 


uch an one in the Spirit of Meekneſs, when overtaken in a 
ſe the 


ault, conſidering ourſelves leſt we alſo be tempted, Gal. vi. 


d en-. Such being bur fainting Fits lamenred over, and 
> ſtand rot perſiſted in nor allowed. Conſequently we under- 
and Hand not hereby ſcandalous Omiſſions and Commiſſions, 
ſuch 


one deliberacely, and with a bigh Hand, or palpable 
aithful and 


\ 
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and groſs Abominations ; ſeeing ſuch Things, com 
within the Compaſs of Church Cenſure, ought to com 
under another Conſideration, and the Perſons for these 
Tranſgreſſions diſcountenanced, ay and while the $caa- 
dal given be removed by confeſſing and forſaking. 

II. Difference in udg ment is not ſufficient to Rad a 
withdrawing, if it be cither in Things indifferent in their 
own Nature, which may be done, or not done, after 
this Manner, or after another, without any Breach of 
divine Precept: Such things, tis true, may be made in- 
expedient, and may become Matter of ſtumbling to a 
weak Brother; therefore in theſe we mult be fully per- 
ſuaded in our own Minds, and alſo obſerve the Rules 
Charity carefully, not to offend any of Chriſt's little ones: 


All things indeed are pure, but it is Evil for any to doh \ 
them with Offence, It is good not to do any Thing, cober put 
by our Brother ſtumbleth, or is offended, or made <veakMe ci, 


Rom. xiv, 20, 21 Or if it be in Things that are not 
Material, or not the Word of Patience, and Matter of Te. 
ſtimony; for in ſuch Things, theſe who are ſtronger, 
and more knowing, ought to receive the weak, but not to 
doubtful Diſputations, Rom xiv, I. Nor that which 
follows upon the former, to wit, every Difference in Pra- 
Fice, according to the Judgment and Light of Conſci- 
ence, in Things that are not diſorderly : For though we 
could not allow ſuch a Thing in 2 yet it ought 
not to hinder our ning, Teas whereto we have alrea- 
dy attained, eve ought to walk by the ſame Rule, and 
mind the ſame Thing, hoping if in any Thing any be 6 
therwiſe minded, God fvall reveal even this unto them, 
Phil. iii. 15, 16. It is evident, we mean not here ſuch ni 
Things as are Parts of the Teſtimony, wherein of Ne- ng 
eeſſity there muſt be ſome Oneneſs in Judgment andere 
Practice. | ac 

III. We conceive that Tonorance of Matter of Faft, 
when nothing elſe can be charged, ought not to hinder 
joining; that is, if our Brethren either know not what 
we hold as our Teſtimony, or have been miſinſormed 
concerning Principles or PraQices: In that Caſe, we 
hold it our Duty to uſe all Diligence to inform ſuch as 


have bad no Occaſion to know the Matter of the pe 
en 
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ſent Teſtimony, and with all due Patience to wait upow | 
them. 


were never eccleſtaſtically reformed by our Church in her 
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IV. Such circumſtantial and controverſial Points, which 


deſt and pureſt Times, nor doctrinally condemned, and 
witneſſed againſt by any of the faithful Miniſters of je- 
us Chriſt, according to the Word of God, ſince by 
anny and Apoſtaſy our Church began to decline from her 
wonted Zeal and Purity, will not hinder our joining 
with them. 

V. Nor any ſuch Points of Controverſy of leſſer Moment, 
hich may be incident among Chriſtians, overturnin 
no Part of the Churches Teſtimony againſt popery, Pre- 
acy, Eraſtianiſm, Sectarianiſm, together with Defection, 

Schiſm, and Error. 

VI. Even real Scandals, not attended with Obſtinacy, 
but confeſſed, mourned over, and forſaken, are not ſuf- 
ficient in Point of withdrawing. 

As to the Third, We ſhall plainly lay down theſe 

rounds which we look upon 3 for withdraw - 
ing (eſpecially in the Cate of ſuch Differences, and ſo 

ircumſtantiated) from Miniſters to whom they are ap- 

plicable, who are obliged by holy Covenants, and as Mi- 

iſters of the ſame organical Church, to own and main-. 

ain the ſame Word of Teftimony with us : Which Grounds 

of withdrawing from Miniſters, whether nominal or 
eal ; we ſhall deduce from that Fountain which we de- 

lire to make the conſtant unerring Rule of our Practice, 
he holy Scriptures of Truth, wherein we find ſuch 
Precepts, Admonitions, Reproofs, Threatnings, and Exam- 
les, as without any ſtrained Conſequence, muſt deter- 
ine us to a reſolved withdrawing from all.cheſe follow- 
ng, whom we do not, nor cannot join with in the Ex- 
reiſe of their Miniſtry, in the Caſe ſo circumſtantiated, 
and for Confirmation, ſhall back the ſame with the ap- 
proven ſubordinate Rule of the Acts and Conſtitutions of 
dur general Aſſemblies, as they occur. Permitting only 
n the Entry two Generals, that we be nor wes {534 
rſt, Our Scope here, is to give Account upon what 
rounds we are conſtrained, as the Caſe now ſtands in 
bis broken State of the Church, to withdraw from, Diſ- 
counys 


C- 3 
countenance, and maintain a negative, paſſive Separation, 
from theſe whom we love in the Lord, and acknowledge 
to be Miniſters of this Church, with whom we ſome. 
times had ſweer Fellowſhip, while they were faithful ig 
theit Maſters work, and with whom again we would 
deſire to have communion in Ordinances, if theſe, our 


: | ; . Wins 
juſt exceptions were removed: But we ſball mention det 
others alſo, that our mind in this Head may be fully 4 
known. 2, We delire to be underſtood to walk and build... 
our grounds upon theſe ſolid principles in Theſi, which 


we think will not readily be rejected in the general 
(1) We can join with none but ſuch as we muſt acknow- 
ledge (as they delire to be accounted) Minifters of Chrif, 
fer over by the Holy · Ghoſt, and Faithful Stewards i 
the Myſteries of God, and that then and there, when and 
where we join with them, 1 Coy, iv. 1, 2, (2) We can 


join with none but ſuch as we muſt own Church Com. - 
_ munion with, in all the Ordinances adminiſtrated byM;. 
them, both as to matter and manner, and right of admini- S 
ſtration, then and there: So that if a Miniſter either wan 
a Right to adminiſirate, or be wrong as to the matte ou 


or the manner of diſpenſing any of the Ordinances 0 
Chriſt, not according to his Inſtitution, we can have 
communion with him in none, For in our joining with 
them in Ordinances, we muſt own and take on that 
Teſſera, and Sign of our Incorporation avith them in thei 
fellowſhip : For, when we partake of the bread, ave be- 
come one Bread and one Body, and they that eat ef the Saai- 
fice are partakers of the Altar, 1 Cor. x. 7, 8. 
. . Hence, (3.) We can join with none, but ſuch as we cat 
conſcientiouſly approve in the circumſtantiate way of 
his diſpenſing Ordinances, as it muſt be regulated by 
the Word; for atheryays, a a thing might be law. 
full materially, yer circumſtances may make it ſinfu 
and a countenancing of it ſo circumſtantiated dorh infer 
a communion in theſe circumſtances that make it lo 
ſinful. - They that eat of the Sacrifice are partakers of te in 
Altar, and if the altar be not of God's approbation, tbeſſſey 
ſacrifice lawful cannot juſtifie the eaters: An Idol Mio, 
nothing, and that which is offered in Savifice to Idols iq; 
nothing, yet they <vho eat of it: <vben they Know it 15 ſo 
circumſtantiated, have felloauſpip with Devils, 1 o 
, , } 
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9, 19, 20, 21: And it is called Idolatry, compare verſe 


And conſequently, (4) we can join with none, 
ich whom we muſt in our countenancing of them par- 


le of cheir evil deeds, and make ourſelves in the rigbte- 


5 Zudament of God, obnoxious to their puniſhments. 
nd therefore, where we know Perſons guilty of fuch 
ings, as we find they are branded with, who are 
der a recorded ſentence of dreadful puniſhment, both 
gainſt them and their partakers, we think it is as ſuffi- 
ent a ground and neceſſary to withdraw from them, 
if we had an expreſs command for it; for then, we 
we not be partakers <vith them, nor have fellowfvip with 
oſe unfruitful works, that we muſt reprove, and that 
e find, that the Lord reproves and condemns, Eph. v. 
11. Left in partaking of their ſins, cue receive of their 
ares, Rev. xviii. 4 (5) We can join with none, 
hoſe ſin we may be interpreted to homologate, either 
their entry to, or diſcharge of their Office, or which 
ght be ſo looked upon as a Teſt of our ſubmiſſion to 
em, or badge of our compliance wich them, or ſign 
eur approbation of their ſin, directly or indirely, For 
our joining in worſhip or Church communion, we muſt 
vert to what it may be interpreted either in Law, or 
our own and others Conſciences: For to that we 
uſt alſo have ſpecial reſpeg, leſt we offend and ſtumble 
hers, as well as our own Conſciences; ſome things 
ſt be forborn, not only for our own unclearneſs, but 
t of reſpe& ro the Conſcience of others; Conſcience, 
lay, not our ocun but of others; for cuby is our liberty judg- 
of another man's Conſcience, 1 Cor. xxviii. 29. (6) We 
join wich none, from whom a Church duly con- 
tute, inveſted with the orderly Power of Chriſt, and 
"city to exerce and improve it, would enjoin us to 
thdraw. For, though we do not take upon us a Pres- 
terial or Synodical Church power, to iaflict Juridi- 
Church cenſures upon them that deſerve them: yer 
> think this in our capacity and diſcretive Judgment, 
incumbent upon us, ro wit, according as we know 
ey would manifeſtly incur the ſentence of Excommuni- 
ion, Depoſition, Deprivation, Suſpenſion or Rebuke, ac- 
ding to the degrees _ their Offence, after EY 
A 


1 


admonitions: We may by our Diſcountenance, teſti 


our diſlike of their ways, not inflicting this as a ceſ 5 
ſure, out ſignifying hereby our ſenſe of the moral \ 
bligation, and equity of theſe cenſures when Lega. 
inflicted. For though none have the power of the Key , 
but Church Officers; yet people have a diſcretive poi , 
over their own practice, anticipating that power WD £ 
it cannot be in Chriſt's Method exerted: Which Hl ;. 
theſis being premitted, the Grounds we lay down ,, 
withdraw ing from Miniſters are theſe, * 
I. We find, Theſe are not to be acknowledged n 
Chriſt's Amba ſſadors, by hearing or receiving Ordiſi _. 
ances from them, who either, never bad a Call to Preai 8 
or never were cloathed with Chriſt's Commiſſion, in his ordelf b. 
appointed way, but took it up, either by U/urpation beni 
their Sphere, or pretend an inſufficient Miſſion, whi be 
they cannot clearly inſtruct, or have it only from the ch 
who have none themſelves to give, For we dare h A 
none that run unſent, for Fou ſhall they preach except ii 3, 
be ſent? Rom. x. 15. We dare hear none, with who th 
the Lord hath not promiſed bis Countenance and Concurrenfy ii 
but hath threatned they ſball not profit us, Fer. xxiii. ed 
22, We dare hear none of the Thieves and Robby , 
that enter not by the door, but climb up ſome other ai in 
but we are ambitious to have, and keep the mark th 
Chr:ſt's ſteep, and followers that will not follow ſtrange c., 
Fohn x. 15, And upon this Ground, we withdraffff ,1 
from all Popiſo Prieſts, that have their Miſhon from 4 b. 
tichriſt: From all Prelatick Curates, that have theirs fre * 
the Epiſcopal Hierarchy, which is alſo Antichriſtian: MA. 
alſo from gifred Brechren who preach at their own hand . 
or have their Miſſion from the people. * 
II. We Judge cheſe are not to be owned or cou in, 
nanced in their Adminiſtration of Ordinances, who eit bo 
have ſubjected their Miniſtry to the diſpoſal of fte 
lords, by lay ing it aſide in obedience to their Mandaq ua 
or taking a new poteſtative miſſion from them: Or M. 
they pretend to keep their old one, which they had fi br 
Chriſt in hi« Legal and appointed way, yet they ve 
conſented to take a new holding from oy upon a be, 
artchitectonic k uſurped power, ard Headſhip in the M 
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teſliiſſ erciſe of it, by accepting a new Grant, Licence, and 
a cen Warrand from the Ulſurpers of their Maſter's: Crown. 


oral ¶ we dare nor N ſuch an affront to the preroga- 
Legal tive Royal of our only Kingly Lawgiver, who ſcat them 


e Kche to negotiate a Treaty of peace with us, in giving them 
© Powell che Reſpect of his Ambaſſadors, after they have ſo 
r whe foully broken their inſtructions, and become ſervants of 
ch Hy men, and ſubjects even in Miniſterial Functions to an- 


lown il ocher Head than Chriſt, We dare have no more medling 


with ſuch Changelings in things that they and we dare 
not come and go upoD, Prov. xxiv. 21, We dare not 
parcake with ſuch Prophets, as ſo evidence themſelves to 
be light and treacherous Perſons, who bave ſo palpably 


deed 
+ Ordii 


o Preat 


11 one betrayed their Truſt (and ſo great a Truſt as that) that 
on beyn was committed to them; nor with ſuch Prieſts, as have 
ö 1 polluted the Sanctuary, and done Violence to the Lacy of 
om 


their princely Maſter; left the juſt Lord (who is in the 
midſt of us, and will reſent this unparallelled Indignity) 
xcept i bring forth his Fudgment, and make us partake with 
b whe them, as being ſo acceſſory if we ſo own them, Zeph. 
cure iii. 4, 5. We cannot countenance them who ſo corrupt- 


are h 


xx1ii, i ed che Covenant of Levi, by miſregarding the Honour 
+ „ of him who called them to be his Meſſengers, by depart- 
her u. 


ing out of the way, and cauſing many to ſſumble at 
the Law; for which Cauſe they are in holy Jones de- 
ſervedly made contem ptible and baſe before all the Peo- 
pl according as they have not kept his ways, and have 
; een partial in che Law, Mal. ti. 7, 8, 9. We cannot 
elrs ir join in Worſhip with theſe, who either teach for Do- 
nc WW crines the Commandments of Men, Figments of Mens 
wn han Traditions, or teach true Doctrine by the Command- 
ments of Men, ſuſpending their Function, and depend- 
ing in the Exercifs of it, upon Mens Authority ; for 
both are vain, and both are Plants which ſhall be root- 
ed up: And, in Reference to both, we reckon ourſelves 
under that Command, Let them alone, blind Guides, 
Macth. xv. 9, 13, 14 And, upon this Ground, in this 
broken and declining State of the Church, not only do 
we withdraw from theſe old Presbyters, now turned 
Crates, who conformed to Prelacy; not only from ſuch 
Miniſters, who ſubmitted : their Depoſition by = 
: 2 
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Act of Glaſgow, and never avouched publickiy their mi. 
niſterial Exerciſe ſince, Rouge privately rhey would 
preach now and then; not only from thoſe, Miniſters, 
who have conſented to the giving of a Bond not to ex- 
erciſe their Miniſtry for longer or ſhorter Time, as ma- 
ny of the indulged have done; but, upon this complex 
Ground, we withdraw from all the indulged Miniſters, 
who have embraced any of the Chriſt diſnonouring, and 
Church deſtroying Indulgencies, obtruded upon this re- 
formed Church to divide and deſtroy, rend and ruin the 
Remnant thereof by an inſulting Enemy, who had bro- 
ken down our covenanted Work of Reformation, uſurp- 
ed the Prerogatives of Chriſt, and ſet themſelves down 
in his mediatory Chair, arrogating and claiming a Pre- 
eminency, or wicked Supremacy over his Hout. The 
Sinfulneſs of which Indulgence, we ſhall not now de- 
cypher; but it may be evident, from their Derivation 
from that arrogated Supremacy, from the groſs Perjury 
and Breach of Covenants committed by - embracing 
thereof, from their dividing the Accepters ſrom the Du- 
ties and Sufferings of the Church, and her Ordinances, 
as to manner of Adminiſtration, and from their being 
the Mother of all our Diviſions, and tending to ſupprels 
and bury the covenanted Work of Reformation. 

III. We judge we have ſufficient Ground to withdraw 
from all theſe, who pervert and corrupt their Miniſtry, 
by preaching and maintaining Errors, either in DoCtrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline or Government, contrary to the 
Scriptures, and our Confeſſions, and Principles of our ci 
venanted Reformation, and contradiftory to our preſent 
Teſtimony, founded thereupon, and agreeable thereunto 
Hence,not only muſt we withdraw from theſe Miniſters, 
that maintain Errors fundamental, overturning the Do- 
Cirine of Salvation ; but, in this broken — declining 
State of the Church, from all theſe alſo that oppugn and 
withſtand our common Confeſſion of all Orthodox 
Truths received by the Church of Scotland, or maintain 
Errors condemned thereby, or condemn Truths main- 
tained thereby: And now in the Caſe circumſtanriated, 
from all that contradiR, oppoſe, or overturn the Matter 
of the Church of Scotland's Teſtimony, and do _ 

wu eny 


r mi- 7 a 

-ould deny or pervert the Word of Chriſt's Patience given her 
iſters, (M22 co contend. for. For, as to the firſt Sort, we are 
o ex. (commanded, if any ſeek to turn us acbay from the Lord 
5 ma. ow God, to put away that Evil, and not to conſent 
nolex and hearken to any that will entice us to Error or L- 
ters dojarry, Deut. xiii. 5. . And in perilous Times, 
F — eſpecially when Impoſtors do abound, we are com- 


manded to turn away from ſuch, how. ſpecious ſoever 
* * their Forms be, 1 Tim. iii. 5, &. And a Man that 


* 


lat is an Heretick (be who he will) after the firſt and ſe- 
1 cond Admonition, wwe muſt re ject at all times, tf iii. 15 
LS So alſo we muſt, without Reſpect or Exception, obſerve 
\ Pre. heſe general Rules, concerning Teachers of Errors or 
The N Contradidters of Truth: we muſt ceaſe to bear the Inſtru- 


ction that cauſeth to err from the Words of Knowledge, what- 
ver theſe. Words be, eſpecially if they be Words of 
hriſt's Patience, Prov. xix. 23. We mult withdraw 
from theſe Leaders, that will cauſe us to err, by leading 
into Snares, or perverting the right" Ways of the Lord, or 
auſe us decline any way to the Right-hand or to the 
efe from any of his Truths: For ce are afraid of the 
Ubreatning to be deſtroyed, even though the Error be not 
undamental, Ja. ix. 16. We muſt mark them cubo con- 
radict the Doctrine which avs have learned (whatever it 
de) from the Law and the Teſtimony, and avoid them, Rom. 
xvi. 17. If any Man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to the 
vboleſome Words, even the Words of our Lord Feſus co 
and to the Doctrine which is according to Godlineſs, eſp 
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— 85 ially that Point of Doctrine which is de poſitated to us 
reunto. I contend and ſuffer for, We muſt look upon him as 4 
nifters, , perverſe Diſputer, (if he refuſe Information) and 
de Do- withdraw ourſelves from ſuch, 1 Tim vi. 3, 5. If 
el iaing here come any, and bring not this Doctrine, though he were 
on and ever ſo ſound in other things, yet if he, bring Doctrine 
thodox Hentradictory to this, that Chriſt hath given us the Word 
inte ff his Patience, aue muſt not receive him, nor bid him God 


peed in that Work of bis, preaching or praGiling againſt 


2 ny of the Truths we have received, 2 Foh. x, II. Now, 
Matter Pon this very comprehenſive Ground, we withdraw 
deſert, Mot only from groſs Hereticks and Sectarians, and Ma- 

deny Sant Prelatiſts, and ſuch as run into wild Extrava- 


gancies 


— 


1 

ncies upon the Right-hand, paſſing over the Boundi fro. 

holy Truth, and doing Injury to the covenanted Work of Rei 

formation, leading People aut of the Way, and rending 
che Bowels of the Church. 

Bot, in this broken and declining State, even from many 
Presbyterian Miniſters, who bave overturned a great pl 
Part of our Church's 'Teſtimony ; which, as it is now 
both ſtared and owned by us, is of greateſt Importance 
concerning no leſs than the great Prerogatives of God, the ſ. 
preme Lord and King of all the World, in his Kingdom! 
Pocber, uſurped and encroached upon by Tyranny, brought in 

and 2 ed inſtead of his Ordinance of Magiſtraq i. 
and alſo the Royal Prerogatives of Chriſt our Lord. and 
Mediator, in his Kingdom of Grace, invaded by tht 
blaſphemous Supremacy, overturning all the Church's Li 
berties, than which nothing greater can concern us ti 
contend for, either as we are Men, or as we are Chri 
ſtians, and which have been ſignally ſealed by the Blood 
of many Martyrs, who in laying down their Lives f. 
ehis Teſtimony, have been ſingularly countenanced « 
the Lord: yer, we ſay, by many of our Miniſters. chifff 
in a great meaſure hath been deſerted and perverted, b 
their condemning the Martyrs that died for it, as we 
as us, who have deſired to witneſs for it, by their he 
mologating the Supremacy ; by their owning and 2 
proving, or preaching and perſwading it to be Duty t 
own and approve the pretended Authority (really 
ranny) of Charles IT. and Fames VII. diſowned in thi 
Declarations publiſhed at Sanquhar, firſt and laſt, and i 
Lanerk ; which Declarations have been condemned, eve 
materially and ſubſtantially, in ſo far as they diſow 
the pretended Authority of theſe Tyrants, Howbeit, ſeeing 
that we have publickly diſowned that ſo called Auth 
rity, for ourſelves; and all who will adhere unto us iff 
that Deed ; and ſeeing it is a Part of our ſtated Teſſ 
mony, and unto us confirmed by ſufficient Reaſons, to bt 
both lawful and neceflary, we cannot reverſe it, norcot 
eur with others who overturn it, becauſe where there! 
a Difference in the ſtated Teſtimony, the publick Work 
cannot be jointly carried on. 
- TV. We judge we have ſufficient Ground to wick 
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from Miniſters, guiley of groſs Compliances with the 
publick Enemies of this co venanted and reformed Church 
and. Nation, who have broken the Covenant, deſtroyed 
he Reformation, and are ſtil} by all Means feeking the 
xtirpation of all the Ocuners of the Cauſe of God. Com- 
pliances with ſuch have a great Charge, and are liable 
oa grievous Sentence; and if we ſhould countenance in 
zur Communion Perſons fo chargeable, we ſhould incur 
a heavy Cenſure from the Lord, For this Abiathar was 
hruſt from the Prieftbood, becauſe he complied with Adom- 
jah the Uſurper, 1 Kings, i. 7. compared with 1 Kings, 
ji, 27. T'is Time now we were ſcared from all Com- 
pliances, after we have felt the ſmart of them from {ad 
xperience. And ſbould ave again break bis Command- 


nents, and join in Aﬀinity cvith the People of theſe Abomi- 


ations, would he not be angry with us until he had con- 
umed us, fo that there ſſould be no Remnant nor eſcaping, 
Tra ix. 14. We dare nor partake with them, for fear 
of inveigling ourſelves in their Snares, and involving our- 
elves in their Guilt and Judgment ; for by their Ex- 
ample, if not by their Doctrine, they may cauſe us to 
rr, and engage us to all the countenancing they require 
f us of their practical Errors, which we dare not do, 
bur muſt ſtand aloof, and witneſs our Deteſtation of 
hem, and neither directly nor indirectly, formally nor 
inter pretatĩvely approve their Sin: bur, on the contrary, 
e muſt homologate the Equity of their Cenſure a 


pointed by the Lord, and which would be iuflicted by 


he Church, if conſtitute in Order and Power. For 
then Iſrael goes a whoring from God by open and avowed 


Defection, we dare not join in their Wine-cfferings, for 


hey are not pleaſing unto the Lord, and their Sacrifices ave 
the Bread of Mourners, and all that eat thereof ſpall be 


polluted, Hoſ. ix. 1, 4 We muſt have a care nor to be 


nequally yoked with ſuch Unrighteouſneſs; but as we 

ould "4 — Temple vr God — him to dwell 
amongſt us, ce muſt come out from among them, and be 
eparate, and touch no unclean thing, and then be «<uill re- 
ive us, 2 Cor. vi. 14, 17. He is now lovdly calling to 
us, Depart ye, art ye. 8245 out from thence, touch no 
unclean thing, They ſhould be clean that bear the ro 
ING „ 
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of the Lord, Iſa. lii. 11. The Lord we hope hath in ao 
ſtructed us better, That <ve ſbould not wall in the Way ¶ ty 
this People, nor ſay a Confederacy to them, to <vhom thi Ste 
People ſay a Confederacy, nor fear their Fear, but ſan&ifl tat 
the Lord, and wait upon him in an avſtratted Way lia. 
following Duty, though we ſhould be accounted % ha 
Signs and Wonders in Ijrazl, and branded with Singula th: 


rity, Ja. viii. 11, 12, 18. And, upon this Ground, i w 
this broken and declining State of the Church, we with Fe 
draw from many Miniſters of the Church of Scotland w! 

both theſe that were indulged and not indulged, f 14 
their manifold Compliances : ſuch as the Compliances df be: 


many Miniſters, in countenancing of abjured, Dioceſan Ct 
Eraſtian Prelacy, by hearing of Curates: and the Cong ter 
pliance of others, in compearing before the ryranniclff D 
Courts of Inquilicion againſt the People of God; in ſub ha 
ſcribiog and ſwearing of Oaths: and in ſubſcribing W. 
Bonds impoſed by the Enemies, for debauching of Pes J 
ples Conſc iences, and deſtroying the Reformation, co, 4! 
trary unto, and inconſiſtent with the Oaths of our hoh E. 
Covenants, and contrary unto the Act of the Geer ou 
Aſſembly, une 28th, 1648, Se. 18. againſt all newliff 26: 
Oaths and Bonds in the common Cauſe, without Con th. 
ſent of the Church; and in paying of Impolicions, T. ly 
xations and ExaQtions, impoſed and required by the H pr 
nemies of this Church and Kingdom, whereby they be Y 
come helping Cauſes to them in their Wickedneſs, na no 
ing their Bows to abide in Strength. and ſtrengthening ii co 
Hands of theſe Evil-doers. The like whereof is * W 
an horrible ching, er. xxiii. 14. and alſo is contrary 1 St. 
the Act of the General Aſſembly 1646, Seſſ. 14. where 
Perſons in any Eccleſiaſtical Office, guilty of the equivalen 
Degrees of Compliance, ave decerned to be ſuſpended from 
their Office, until all the Exerciſe thereof, and ſuch Time 4 
the Quality of the Offence, and Condition of the Offenin 
ſpall be found to deſerve , and the Compliance of other 
any other manner of way, really ſcandalous, duly cen- 
ſureable, and decerned either expreſly or gquiyalently 
by our Church- Conſtitutions, and Acts of our Gener: 
Aſſemblies, to deſerve Depoſition. 

V. We judge we have ſofficient Ground to withdraw 


* 
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not only from theſe who are actively and actually guil. 
ay ty of che foreſaid Compliances, and involved in groſs 
om thi Steps of Defection: but alſo from ſuch Miniſters who 
ſanctiſſi take the Defence and Patrociny of theſe Courſes, and pal. 
Way liate and plaiſter them, and ſtrengthen che Hands, and 
ted harden the Hearts of theſe that are engaged in them, fo 
dingua that none doth turn from ſuch wicked things: which 
und, i was that horrible thing the Lord ſaw in the Prophets of 
e with eruſalem, for which he threatens ſad things, and for 


cot lan Which he commands not to hearken to them, er. xxiii. 
ed, t 14, 16. We dare not join with either Builders or Dau- 


ances d bers of ſuch a Work, as is carried on to the Diſhonour of 
pioceſa Chriſt, and ruining of Reformation, nor by our Coun- 
e Com tenance and Concurrence ſtrengthen either Builders or 
rannialf} Diubers, leſt wwe be conſumed in the midſt thereof, as we 
in ſu have that Certification, Ezek. xiii. 10, 14. where alſo a 
ding Wo is pronounced againſt ſuch as ſow PiHowws under Arm- 
of Perf Holes, and make Kerchiefs upon the Head of every Stature, 


and make the Heart of the righteous ſad, and ſtrengthen the 
Hands of the ævicked, verſ. 18, 22. We delire ro keep 


n, Cot 
ir hol 


Seneril ourſelves free of having any Hand in that Conſpiracy of 
neu the Prophets. like a roring Lion, ravening the Prey, and 
it Coo the Prieſts th violace rhe Law, and prophane the ho- 
ns, T ly tbings, and put not Difference between the holy aud 
che prophane, and that daub with unte mpered Morter, ſeeing 
hey be Vanity, and divining Lies, Ezek. xxii. 25, 28. We can- 
3, mal not reckon ourſelves free of this Conſpiracy, if we in- 
ring ili corporate ourſelves with them: and, Hon this ground, 
* we hold ourſelves obliged, in this broken and declining 
rary u State of the Church. to withdraw from many Miniſters 
where of the Church of Scotland, who have defended, and do 


tivalen yer defend all or any of the foreſaid Compliances, and 


ed fron who vindicate palpable and groſs Defections: ſuch as 

Time i theſe who plead for and maintain the. Indulgence, and 

fend have gaped after the ſuppoſed Privilege thereof, and op- P 
othen i poſed the inſerting the embracing of it amongſt the Steps 1 

ly cenfif} of Defection; and who have taken part with the in- | 

alenclyſl dulged, and other complying Miniſters, againſt the 


Jener more fa ithſul; chuling rather ro concur with them, thag 
co countenance and encourage the more faithful; and 
hdraw Who have met in Presbyteries to cenſure them, for de- 
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claring the Sinfulneſs of the Indulgence, contrary to tha 
Act of our General Aſſembly, Auguſt 3d 1648, Seſſ. 26, 
who have preached in favours of the indulged, and 
pleaded for Union with them, and who have defended 
the Peoples taking of the Bonds and Oaths, contrived 
and tendered to enſnare the Conſcience, and have ad- 
viſed Priſoners and others thereunto. 

VI. We judge, Unfaithfulneſs in the Exerciſe of the 
Miniſterial Function, or a ſmooth flattering general Way 


of applying the Doctrine to the Time, is a ſufficient 


Ground of withdrawing. For Miniſters are commanded 
to be faithful, and to cry aloud and not ſpare, ſbewing 54. 
cob his Sins, &c. Iſa. Iviii. 1, And a Deficiency in this 
makes them liable ro a dreadful and deteſtable Brand, 
that they are called by the Spirit of God, Blind Watchmen, 
ignorant, ſleeping, lying down, loving to ſlumber, Iſa. lvi. 
12. There is a terrible Threatning againſt ſuch unfairh- 
ful Miniſters, Fey. xiv. 14, 16. Where the Lord declare, 
He did not ſend them to preach that way, and that he would 
conſume them, and the People to whom they propheſied ſpal 


be caſt out in the Streets, &c. Therefore we dare not ad- 
mit them to propheſie ro us. Likewiſe, the Lord takes to 


himſelf che Puniſhment of ſuch who keep not his ways, 
and are partial in the Law, in making them baſe and 


contemptible before all the People, Mal. ii. 3. This is a 


great part of Zion's Miſery, when ber Prophets ſee vain 
and foolify things for her, and do not diſcover her Iniquity, 
Lam. ii. 14. And upon this Ground we hold ourſelves 
obliged, in this broken and declining State of the Church, 
to withdraw from many Miniſters of the Church of Scot- 
land, who have been unfaithful in forbearing to preach 


- againſt the Sins of the Times, and palpable Steps of our 


Defection, and in ſhunning to declare the whole Council 
of God, 2 neceſſary Duties of our Day, con- 

N iniſter's Commiſſion bears, and con- 
trary to the Act of our General Aſſembly, 1 3. 1648. 
Seſſ. 26. where Miniſters ſo continuing in dch Negli- 


pence, after Admonition and due Trial of the Offence, 
are declared to be cerſurable with Depoſition, for being 
Pleaſers of Men rather than Servants of Chriſt, for giving 
themſelves to à deteſtable Neutrality, and Indifferency 
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o the Cauſe of God, and for defrauding the Souls of the 
people: Such Minilters are theſe who have been ſilent 
of che abounding Sins and Snares of the Time, forbid- 
den in the Scriptures, condemned by the Acts of our 
General Aſſembly, and 4 againſt by our Covenants; 
who forgetting che holy Bonds of our Covenants, have 
de ſiſted from purſuing the Ends thereof: who have not 
maintained the received Principles of the Church of $cot- 
land, nor followed approven and laudable Practices in 
MiniRerial Duties; who have refuſed and denied their 
Concurrence with the more Faithful, in aſſerting this 
Church's Teſtimony ; who, infead of aſſerting the an- 
cient and honeſt Plea of the * Covenanters, againſt 
both Sectaries and Malignants, in Defence of the Refor- 
mation and Presbyterial Government, according to our Co- 
yenants, National and Solemn League, have taken the Pa- 
trociny of, and concurred with ſintul Aſſociations, where- 
by the State of the Lord's Cauſe is altered and pervert- 
ed, and a Door opened to the Introduction of Sectaries 
and Malignants, which our worthy Reformers many 
ways oppoſed, as may be ſeen in their Proceedings, 
Letters and Warnings, and particularly in che Declaration 
of the General Aſſembly, Fuly laſt, 1648. Seſſ. 21. Con- 
terning the Danger of Religion, &. We find alread 
what Hurt we have incurred, by favouring and inbring- 
ing of Malignants ; and if we ſhall continue to do fo, or 
begin in End to introduce Sectaries, what may we ex- 
pet but utter Conſumption from the Holy One? We 
Jook upon the Bonds of our Covenanes to be ſo morally 
obliging, that the folving of conditional Ties (ſuch as 
the Relation between Magiſtrate and People) will oor be 
a ſufficient Salvo for laying them aſide. Though we 
may explain and add unto them, yet by no means do 
we judge it lawful to ſtare our Quarrel in Aſſociations, 
and by open Declaration upon another Baſis. 

VII We judge we have ſufficient Ground to with- 
draw from Miniſters guilty of lying by from the publick 
Work of preaching the Gol) l, and deſerting their Mini 
ſterial Duty, when the Peoples urgent Neceſfity, and 
preſſing Call doth make it indiſpenſible, when people 
are deſtitute of publick and faithful Warning, in the _ 

| wacn 
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when Snares are moſt abounding, yea, when the poc 
Flock is in greateſt Hazard to be turned afide, For a 
this is a dreadful Sin, and we are afraid to partake in 
it, and a fad Wo is denounced againſt theſe that are 
guilty thereof, .1 Cor. ix, 16. And is expreſly contrary 
to that clear Command, to preach the Word, and be in, 
ſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. iv. 2. So it is a. 
mong the Characters of the Hirelings and Stranger 
whoſe Voice Chriſt's Sheep will not hear, if, when the 
ſee the Welf coming, they leave the Sheep and flee away, 
ou x. 5, 12. Yea, «ve find Paul refuſing to take John 

ark wvith him, becauſe he had departed from them, ani * 
event not with them to the Work, Acts xv. 37, 38. This p 


is not according to the Apoſtles practice, who did no . 
behave themſelves ſo diſorderly ; for this is to be recko- 


ned and carried towards as a very groſs Diſorder, when 
a Miniſter is fo far out of order, that he will not work \ 
the Work of the Lord; from ſuch ce are commanded uf 
evithdrawv, 2 Theſſ. iii. 6, 7, II, 14. This is far from 
Keeping this Command, evithout Spot unrebukeable, until 
tbe appearing of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 1 Tim. vi. 13, 14 
Therefore it is a Diſorder that we cannot countenance, 
And upon this Ground, in this broken and declining 

State of the Church, we withdraw from many Miniſters 
of the Church of Scotland, who in this Day of Deſolation 
and Famine of the Word, when it was precious, and 
there vas no open Viſion, did tender their own Eaſe and 
Intereſt more chan Chriſt's, and lurked and lay by from 
the neceſſary Work of preachipg the Goſpel in the Land, 
when no phyſical Impediment did neceſſitate them there- 
unto, and poor 5 were in greateſt want of it, and 
in greateſt Hazard to be turned aſide, by the Cruelty 
and Subtilty of Enemies, and the overrunning Extrava- 
gancies of others; contrary to Scripture, and contrary 
to the Tenor of the Advice of the Brethren, deputed fo 
penning the Enormities and Corruptions of the Miniſtry, 
allowed by the Church Aſembly conveened at Edinburgh, 
1596, to <vit, That Miniſters not reſident with their 
Flocks be depoſed 7 and according to the Acts of the 
General Aſſembly, otherwiſe the Burden to be laid on 
the Presbyteries, and the foreſaid Miniſters to be cenſu- 
e 


n 8 
4 therefore; or who left the Land and the Flock eom- 
iicted to their Charges, eſpecially when people were 
eſtitute of publick and faithful Warning, in the time of 
bounding Snares from the right and left Hand, which 

; alſo contrary to Scripture, and the foreſaid Tenor of 
e Advice of the Brethren. But we do not here ſpeak 
(Miniſters leaving this Land and Church, with conſent 
the Church, and when there was little or no Need of 
cir remaining in it, or when they had a ſutficient Call 
> another place, and could either be as uſeful or more 
ſeful there. Neither do we intend this — ſuch, as 
ay at a time leave this Land in the caſe of extreme Ha- 
ard, through fainting Fear, ſorrowing for their Weak- 
els, and longing to be reſtor'd again, and heartily ap- 
lauding and approving the Faithfulneſs and Valiantneſs 
f other Miniſters, unto whom the Lord may give a Spi- 
it more fitted for dangerous and difficult Days. 

VIII. We judge ſchiſmatical and pragmatical Dividers 
{ the Church, and Wideners of the Breaches thereof, al- 
eady broken and divided; and who ſow Diſcords a- 
nong Brethren, and promote their Contentions by invi- 
ious Reproaches, or otherwiſe, are to be withdrawn 
om. Such turbulent Schiſmaticks were Korah and his 
ompany, who affected a Prehemineney above their 
irethren, and to erect and exalt themſelves on their Ru- 
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* nes, and arrogated to be as high in Reſpect and Eſteem 
1 — Moſes and Aaron, and degraded from their Dignity, 
lie andy reproaching them, as taking too much upon them, 
y from i i . S ion 

7 F nd lifring up themſelves above the Congregation of the 
= a ord, —— thinking to divide between them and the 


eople; for which Cauſe, the Lord commands all to ſe- 


8 70 arate themſelves from that Congregation, left they be 
rue ſumed wvith them, Numb. xvi. 12. meaning the Con- 
rav Wregation of Korah, Dathan, rc. Ver. 24. We are ex- 
wg reſly commanded to note ſuch Schiſmaricks, and mark 
* a ar ach Cauſers of Diviſions and Offences, which they effe- 
” 4 tuate both by their Practice and by their Words, cry- 
0 up their own party, and informing againſt che more 


ure and faichful Remnant, Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Such an 
ne was Diotrephes, prating againſt the Apoſtles and the 
rethren with malicious Fords, and receiving them not, but 


cafting 


of the 
laid on 
cenſu- 
ce 


caſting them ou; which the Apoſtle threatens be <voul| 
nimady ert upon, by the Severity of Diſcipline and cond 
Sentence, third Epiſtle of John, ix. 16. Upon whit 
Ground, in this broken and declining State of che: Chuy 
not only do we withdraw from the Prelatick Schiſmatic 
who have aſpired to a predomining Pre-eminency, and a 
vanced rhemſelves upon the Ruines of the Church of & 
land; neither only from the Indulged, who have mat 
themſelves guilty of a formed Schiſm in and from 
Church of Scotland; but alſo from Non-indulged Prey 
rien Minifters, who have widened the Breach, and « 
Oil into our Flames, by their raking ſo many Ways 
cruſh a poor waſted Remnant, reproaching, miſrepreſent 
ing, miſinſorming, both by Word and Writ, at Hon 
and Abroad, againlt zealous and faithful Contenders ; 
Sufferers tor Chriſt ; either by condemning them for re 
Duties, and putting the Name of odious Tranſgreſſio 
thereupon, or imputing heavy Charges and falſe Accy 
ſations unco them, and that Without previous and prer 
quiſite Admonition, and trial of the Verity of theſ Fe 
Things diſowned by them, and whereof they could clei . 
and vindicate themſelves. Howbeit we ſpeak not thi 
from an Iuvective, or to reſent Injuries done to us; fff > 
we look more to what of this kind hath been done: 
ainſt the valiant and faithful Witneſſes of Chriſt, wh de 
. gone before us, and ſealed his Truths with thei fu 
Blood, and eſpecially unto what prejudice the Cauſe!" 
Chriſt bath ſuſtained thereby, and how Truth is like t 
be buried under the vile Aſhes of Lies and Contemy c| 
than any thing can be faid or done againſt us, y 
IX. We Judge Scandalous Diſorders and Miſcarriacll 
in eicher the Miniſterial or Perſonal walk, Carriage, . 
Converſation of Miniſters, are a Sufficient ground to wit 


draw from them. Such <vere the Profane Scandals of ill * 
Sons of Eli, which made Men abhove the offering of the Loni A 
I Sam. ii. 1). From ſuch Brethren eſpecially (from whid c 


rule Miniſters cannot be exempred, for if they be ni 
firſt our Brethren, they can never be our Miniſters) wt 
are expreſly commanded to withdraw our Company 
if they be Fornicators, or Covetous, or Idolatert, or Railen 
or Drunkards, or Extortioners; to which we * ads 
3 ievei 


(67 ) 


Thieves, Cheats, Liars, Curſers, and Scvearers, or Profuns, 
Including all the like Scandalous Diſorders, 1 Cor. v. 11, 
Upon which ground, in this broken and declining ſtate 
of che Church, we do and may withdraw from any 


MM Miniſters of the Church of Scotland, to whom any of the 
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Wl Fellowſhips, and general Correſpondencies, for a 


ſboreſaid Scandals are Really Applicable, for <ve can haue 


no Fellowſpip with ſuch unfruitful works of Darkneſs, Eph. 
v. 11. Neither dare we be Partakers with them, verſe, 7, 
Howbeit let none look upon this as a Reflection upon 
Miniſters, who are not guilty of ſuch a Charge: For 
we intend nor the Application hereof. ro any, who are . 
free of ſuch Scandalous Diſorders. 

Further, what we look upon as Sufficient- in point 


Jof wichdrawing from Miniſters of a Reformed Covenanted 


Church, in a broken and declining State, we Judge the 
Equivalent, ſo far as they may be applicable, ſufficient 
for grounding a withdrawing from Profeſſors of the 


ſame Church, in the ſame broken and declining ſtate, as 


to that peculiar Church Communion in Selected Chriſtian 
joint car= 
rying on of che Publick work and Teſtimony. ; 
But now when we are ſhewing what we Judge to be 
grounds ſufficient of wichdrawing from Miniſters of this 
Covenanted and Reformed Church, in this her broken and 
declining ſtare, to the end that our minds may be more 
fully known, and to obviate any unjuſt ſuſpicion of ſtand- 
ing at a diſtance from Miniſters upon inſufficient or 
ſlender grounds; we ſhall here, in the Fourth Place, de- 
clare what we Judge, according to the Written Word of 
God and our Church Conſtitutions, to be required in 
Miniſters, whom we will Countenance and — as 
our own. Fer an; 
Therefore our judgement is, that all or any Miniſters, 
whom we are to countenance or embrace, muſt be cloath- 
ed with Chriſt's Commiſſion in his orderly and appoint- 
ed way, and have a ſufficient Call co adminiſſ rate his 
Ordinances. So it is needful in the Firf Place, We muſt} 
be clear as to their Entry and Miſſion to the Miniſtry + 
For how fall they preach except they be ſent? Which being 
dear, in the next place, they muſt be ſcandal, as 
to their Miniſterial or Perſonal wall, and of ablameleſs. — 


— 
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and Converſation, according as paul deſcribes it, 1 Tin. 
Iii, 2, 3, 4. (For ſuch as have not this qualification 
bring the Ordinance of Chriſt and the ſacred office of a 
Miniſter into contempt, as the ſcandals of the Sons of 
Eli made men to abhore the Sacrifice of the Lord, and ſuch 
cad have no weight with the people, and cannot expe& 
the preſence of God with them) They muſt alſo be 
free of palpable and manifeſt Defection; For ſo hath the 
Lord taught us, expreſly, declaring that the Prieſts the L. 
vites that foould come near him, to miniſter unto him, 10 
ſtand before him, fvould be the ſons of Zadok that kept the 
charge of the Sanctuary, coben the children of Iſrael went 
aſtray from him, Ezek. xliv. 15 Yea, we do plainly pro- 
feſs, that we will nor ſeparate from any, but heartily heat 
and cordially countenance all, that are free of theſe things 
that we mention as grounds ſufficient of withdrawing, 
But if they be guilty of any ſteps of ſcandalous defeti- 
on through this declining time, we think it neceſſary, 
before we can join with them, that they duly reſent, 
confeſs, and forſale the ſame. Albeit, we do in no ways 
aſſume to ourſelves the power of cenſure or Eccleſiaſtick 
rebuke; yet we think the perſons. guilty of theſe fins, 
for which a publick and Eccleſiaſtick rebuke is due, ought 
in ſome publick way or other to reſent che ſame, for the 
honour of God, and the ſatisfaction of the conſciences of 
the offended ; and we hope that no Miniſter, either free 
| of theſe things or ſenſible of the guilt of them, will think 
1 this an impoſition, For further clearing of what we 
14 underſtand by this, ſee Diſtinction 8. Further we delire 
4 and expect of theſe Miniſters that we can bave clearnefs 
to join with, that they mult diſcharge what they have 
in Commiſſion from Chriſt faithfully: So Paul charges 
Timothy before God and the Lord Peſus Chriſt, who fould 
®*udge the quick and the Dead at his appearing, and his King- 
dom , to Preach the Word, to be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaſon, to reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long ſuffering and 
Doctrine, and to make full proof of his Miniſtry, 2 Tim. 
iv. 1, 2, 5. And alſo gives him charge in the fight of 
God, that be ſcould keep the Commandment without ſpot un- 
rebukeable, until the apbearing of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, | 
Tim. vi. 13, 14. And cxhorts bim to keep that good * 
| that 
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ut wat committed unto him, 2 Tim. i. 14. Likeways the 
poltle exhorts Titus, to ſpeak the things which become 


und Doctrine, in all things ſhexving himſelf a pattern of good 


orks, in Doctrine, ſpewing uncorruptyeſs, gravity, ſincerity, 
und ſpeech that cannot be condemned, Titus it. 1, ), 8. 
herefore they mult cake up the right ſtate of the Lord's 
auſe againſt both right and leſt hand oppoſites, and 


aintain the preſent Teſtimony, and condemn and preach 


wn the preſent Defections, and propagate the receiv- 
Principles ef the Church of Scotland, — to the 
od of God, the Conſtitutions of our Church, and the Oath 
holy Covenants : . Otherways they do but deſert and 
ryert the Word of Chriſt's Patience; and are men of 
rupt minds, perverſe diſputers, 1 Tim vi. 5. Now we 
e confident, that none but ſuch as are blinded with 
ejudice, will for this fay, that we preſcribe rules 


) Miniſters; for there is nothing here required, 


t that which is bound upon them by the divine 
uthority of God in the Scriptures, and the Eccle- 
ſtick Authority of our Church in the Acts of our 
eneral Aſſemblies. And therefore, however we be 
proached, as that ce have caſt off all the Mini- 
5 of the Church of Scotland, and «ill hear none of 
em, We indeed profeſs withdrawing from ſuch of 


em, as practically contraveen theſe Rules, and ro whom 
e forementioned Grounds of withdrawing are appli- 
ible; yet here we declare, that if any Miniiter will 
dme forth, or wherever we can find any Miniſter fo 
nalified, that is, <lothed with Chriſt's Commiſſion, 


ighteouſneſs and Savation, free of Scandals, miniſterial 
d perſonal, free of Errors, Defections and Compliances, 
d diſcharging their Commiſſion fairhfully ; or if any 


ill come forth, and clear himſelf of theſe foremen- 


oned Exceptions, or remove them by a declared Con- 
lion, and forſaking of their Offences, which have 
umbled the godly in the Land; we will call them, 
ear them, own, countenance and embrace them, obey 
d ſubmit ourſelves to them in the Lord, and defend 
nd maintain them to the uttermoſt of our Power, And 
e deſire that this may be taken as a ſerious and ſolemn 
vitation from us, to all fairleful Miniſters, _— of 

F their 


3 
their Maſter's Honour, and zealous for his Kingdom 
Propagation, to come forth, and take part in the D 
Work and Teſtimony, and take Trial of our Earneſingſ 
herein. 

In the fifth and laſt place, We ſhall propoſe ſon 
things by way of Caution, for the better underſtandin 
of the foreſaid Grounds, which we look upon to be ſif 
ficient, in point of withdrawing, as is faid, 

I. We do not look upon all theſe Miniſters that y 
withdraw from, upon moe or fewer of the foreſiiff 
Grounds, to be no Miniſters, yea, or no more Minifte 
of the Church of Scotland, or that their paſtoral Act; ar 
invalidate or null; but only that we cannot lawfully e 
brace them as our Miniſters, and concur with them 
the publick Work, as they are now circumſtantiated. 

II. We do not look upon all theſe Miniſters that 
withdraw from, to be equally guilty of Defections of 
offenſive Courſes; howbeit we have not only one, h 
moe of the foreſaid Grounds, for withdrawing from i 
moſt Part that we refuſe to concur with, though a 
one of them, if rightly conſidered and applied, da 
carry a Sufficiency, in point of withdrawing in the 
Circumſtances. - 

III. We have not fixed ſuch a ſtated withdrawit 
from all the Miniſters forementioned, upon the foreſi 
Grounds, as that we will never concur with them an 
more, even though they ſhould confeſs and forſake the 
offenſive Courſes, and give due SatisfaQtion to the Ca 
ſciences of the offended but only a conditional wit 
drawing, that is, as «ve chuſe *to ſtand ſtill in this Cal 
and refuſe to concur, until offenſive and backſlidins Cuν 
be turned from, according as it is preſcribed ro Fereny 
chap. xv. 19. So whenever the Crate of Diſtance {hi 
be rightly removed, Offences and Defe&ions acknoy 
ledged and forſaken, we ſhall with all Readineſs co 
cur : yea, <ve Would account it a Day of our Foy and Ii 
in Iſrael, if the Lord would give us Occaſion to evident 
the ſame. Wherefore, we reckon it not ſo much tl 
giving the Offence, as defending of and continuing id 
that doth warrant our withdrawing. 

IV. We acknowledge, as Miniſters have been up 


N 


En 

er of People, and have not done that which their Of- 
ce called thom unto, in pity ing the ignorant, and tak- 
n pains upon them, by preaching, rebuking, exhortin 
nd admoniſhing, but rather have condemned and mil 
epreſented People, in their faithful and zealous Endea- 
ours, before trying what they were owning and aiming 
t; ſo People have not been innocent and blameleſs and 
ee of Untenderneſs towards Miniſters, in being rather 
ybitteved againſt their Perſons, wwhen they turned aſide to 
defettions, than mourning over their Faults. 
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3 V. As we judge it the Height of Arrogancy, and Ex- 
24 roachment upon the ſacred Office, for People to judge 
be : liniſters, or preſcribe Rules unto them; ſo we look 


pon it as competent, and granted unto People by the 


ated, ord, to have a Judgment of their own Duty, how to 


_ arry towards Miniſters, and not ro take Matters upon 
=_— WW cult from them, bur to prove all things before they 
oY huſe, and to hold faſt what they find agreeable to the 


aw and to the Teſtimony, ſearching the Scriptures 
hether theſe things be ſo or not, for which the noble 
ereans are commended, And it is given in Command, 
John, iv. 1. Not to believe every Spirit, but try them 
phether they are of Cod; which is not written only to 


ugh at 
ed, do 
in the 


ca hurch-guides, though Church-guides are to try after 
\em ac own Way judicially, and People in a private Way 
Le the perent unto them: We"look upon this as a Privilege, 


hich the People (if they would not proſtitute their true 
briſtian Liberty) are bound to defend: and that not 
nly extended to Miniſters DoGrine, but alſo to their 
raftices and Profeſſions (to know with ſome Satisfa- 
tion to the Conſcience, what they have been) which 
rough this vaſt Tract of DefeQion have been fo dit. 
rent, while they have not clearly ſided themſelves, in 
aking a Difference berween the precious and the vile, 
or given Peaple diſtinctly to underſtand what they are 


the Cat 
ial with 
this Ca 
4 Cour|t 
Feren 
nce {hi 
acknoy 
1eſs co 


= iming at, and where they reſolve to ſtand. 

nuch ti 

ing it (4 | 
. 


n unt 
5 


0 


- 
1 
ob 8 
, » 
4 
1 
* 
* 
[1 
x 
T 
by 
'R 
I 
a. 
| : 
4 : 
l Ys 
TY : 
* 4 
— { 
* 4 
1 
4 
"s g 
4 1 
: H 


ready) and are ſaid to have tent Delegation in that C 


E | 
a 


Concerning our delegating and commiſſionating ſome io H Co. 

preſent our Ca/2 to foreign reformed Chr:rches , and oy 

"ſending ſome young Men to the Study of Theology in il 
Netherlands, | | 


HIS Head hath, two Parts to be conſidered, / 

to the Firſt, We are branded with that heinoy 
Arrogation, of taking the Power of Church-governm 
into our Hands (which we have abundantly refuted a 


pacity to the Churches of Holland, Helvetia and Geneva 
Therefore, to wipe away this Calumny, we offer thel 
things following to Conſideration. : 

I. Our Defign in theſe Delegations was, to deck 
our Adherence to all tne ſworn and received Principle 
of the Church of Scotland, our Wreſtlings againſt c 
Current of the Time's Defections, rnd our Dereſtatic 
of the Blaſphemies, Execrations, Errors and Extray 

ancies of ohn Gib, wherewith we had been moſt fe 
5 and unjnſtly branded; and alſo to re preſent unto f. 
reign reformed Churches, our ſad, broken and low Cak 
to the end they might commiſerate and help us, by the 
Prayers and otherwiſe : and that we might alſo knoy 
in what State Affairs are amongſt them, which thing 
might conduce both to their and our Advantage, puttii 
them and us, according to our Places and Power, to 0 
deavour the ſtrengthening of ourſelves, and of the 


reſt of Chriſt, againſt the Plots, Underminings, at 


Cruelties of the Adverſary. of 

II. We profefs and declare, that it was for no bal, ' 
Deſign, whether to carry on a Schiſm, or to diſco at 
the Nakedneſꝭ of our Mother; but to give them to uſe 


derſtand, to what a low, lamentable, and broken Statt 
the ſometimes famous Church of Scotland was now 
dacted, being made, by the Violence of prevailing En 
mies, a ruinous Heap, and that yet there was a Ren 
nant of her Children, taking pleaſure in the Stones 2½ ll. 
Duſt of her Rubbiſh; to the end, that when we coded 


C73 ) | 
t few at Home, we might provoke ſome abroad to 
\mpathize with us. 
ul. We did nor ſend ſuch a Delegation, or give ſuch 
e to nl Commiſſion, as a thing . determined by, or iſſuing 
and auſſom miniſterial or magiſtratical Authority, nor yet as 
2j in om the whole Church of $Scotland,, of which more ful- 
ſee in the Explicatioa of our Mind, concerning the 
le of the Proteſtation againſt the Scottiſh Congregation at 
itterdam, Head 6. Bute, £ 
IV. As a poor, oppreſſed and diſtreſſed Remnant of 
is Church, imbodied together in a general Correſpon- 
ured alWnce, and endeavouring to ſtand by the Principles of 
nat Ci true Presbyterian Church, in Doctrine, Worſhip, _ 
Cenevafſiſcipline and Government, and as a poor waſted Hand- 
ter theſſhl, whom God hath hitherto preſerved in the midſt of 
e Fires from utter Conſumption : wherefore, we are 
> declayifle more bound 10 profeſs and confeſs his Name, not- 
rinciplFicthſtandiog all Oppoſit ion. | 
inſt M But further, underſtanding that we are excepted againſt; 


ed. f 
he inou 
ernm 


reſtatiacauſe of a Letter directed to the Churches of Helvetia 
Extra Geneva, giving a ſhort Account of our deplorable 
2olt fouſſhpſe, particularly, becauſe of ſome Words in that fore- 
unto d Epiſtle, which are as follow : =——}yt the Ingre- 
ow CalWrt which is moſt bitter in our Cup is this, cue are as 
by theWe-> ſcattered without a Shepherd, having no Miniſters 
* this preſent Time, to flouriſh the Goſpel's Banner among 
D thing 


(ſaving one) the reſt of our Minifters, who continued 


puttia bfu, are taken away by the violent Hand of the Adver- 


r, to (lies : and others of them having laid aſide their Work, be- 
the ing cruel, like the Oftriches of the Wilderneſs. To obvi- 


gs, a0 and remove Exceptions againſt us from theſe Words, 


offer theſe things to be conſidered, | 


no bal. The Caſe of Affairs amongſt us, at the writing of 

diſcoat Letter, is to be remembred. For, as it appears by 
m to ur Words, we ſpoke only of that Time then preſent : 
cen Stad certain it is (as ourſelves and many others know ) 


now 


ling Et 


it then there was no Minifler (ſave one) concurring 

th us in our ſtated Teſtimony, and. publickly preach- 

a Rea the Goſpel amongſt us 

ones 20811. In that Letter we ſpoke only of ourſelves, imbo- 

ye couſed together in particular and general Correſpondencies, 
as 


[( 0 3 


«s may appear from the fore-rehearſed Words, cons « 
pared with the Tenor of the whole: and ſo concerninglfſlific 
ourſelves, the ſame might very well be affirmed, | 

III. As to the Compariſon uſed, whereby it is ſaid 
Others are become cruel like the Oftriches in the Wildernej 
we deſire, that the Detign and Scope of the Comparilalif 
be adverted unto, which, as it is obvious from the Con 
pariſon, was to hold forth this: That as theſe cruel Cr 
tures do not kythe natural Affection to that which 1s, tb 
own ; ſo our Miniſters in that Time did not teach and pre 
God's Mord unto us, but did then leave us in the midſt i 
@nares, void of Counfel and Aſſiftance, which gave us th 
Oceaſion, with Grief and Lamentation, to ſpeak ſo cor 
ing them, while que were ſeeking Help in our low Caſe. 

Moreover, on this Occaſion, though it may ſeem 
poſterous for Order, and that we ſhould have clear 
the Caſe before in the foregoing Head; yet, becai 
mention is made in that Letter, of one only flouriſhiq 
the Goſpel's Banner amongſt us, we ſhall here exont 


vurſelves from another Reproach. We are branded wil / 
that ignominious Calumny, that we are of the mind Me 
call and hear no Miniſters, but that the foreſaid one ion 
ly : to wipe off ſuch a heavy Imputation, we prolqWhat 
and declare, nc 

I. That as we look upon the thing to be ignoraiſthe 
fatious and deteſtalle; ſo we never declared nor diffi 4 
_ a Principle, to reſtrict our calling and hearing HD 

iaiſters to that one only; but, as we ſaid above, Ml. 
willing and longing, to receive and embrace all faith I 
Miniſters, free of the groſs Defections of the Time, Mir 
that will come cleanly off from them, as is abun dau a 
ev inced by our preſent Practice, in calling and beati pur 
of ſuch, belide the foreſaid one, though we do reſuſe af 
call and hear others in this broken Time, agaioſt whois 
we have juit Exceptions, until Differences be remove 
in the mean while acting abſtractly, not as a new erected 
Church, but as a poor broken Remnant of the old eg. 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland. by 

II. Though we be falſly accuſed of ſeparating fun 
others, becauſe they own it as their Duty to hear all | 
call faithful Miniſters; yet we declare that we oer 


C5 
s, con 15 our Duty, to call and hear Miniſters, with ſuch Qua- 


XcerningWlifications as they themſelves ſpeak of, viz. Who have 
ned, do own, and adbere unto the true received Principles 


is ſaid of the Church of Scotland, founded upon the written Word of 
Uderneſ God, and whatſoever Declarations or Teſtimonies, former 
a pariloior latter, particular or more general, are agreeable there- 
de Con unto. And we profeſs, that we own it as our Duty, to 
vel CreWcall and hear all Miniſters, againſt whom we have not 
7s, thiult, ſolid and valid Exceptions. Yea, 
id prea III. We profeſs and declare, that we will call and hear 
mnidf ¶Mſuch Miniſters, as now we have juſt Exceptions againſt, 
us th whenſoever the right Removal thereof ſhall Piu our 
0 cor onſciences, by their condemning their Defections, te- 
aſe. Iſtitying before God and the World their Reſentment of 


em preſiſſthe ſame, and taking up the right State of the Quarrel, 
e clean Vet we muſt ſtill ſtick at this, that we will nor call or hear 
becaiſhny Miniſters, againſt whom we have juſt, ſolid and va- 
ouriſhinFWlid Exceptions, until the ſame be rightly removed in 
re exone{mnanner forefaid, 
ded wil As to the ſecond Part, viz the ſending ſome young 
mind NM en to the Study of Theology, and to receive Ordiva- 
| one ion in the Netherlands; we ſhall, 1. ſhew ſome things 
e proleWhat concurred as Motives, Cauſes and Occalions thereof, 
nd, 2, inſert ſomething about the Ordination of one of 


ionorathem. «A 
d nor i As to the Firſt, we ſhall mention theſe following, which 
earing Noncurred among others, as moving Cauſes of that Re- 
bove, Wl ution 


| faithh 


J. At that Time, being left alone, and theſe of the 


Miniſters with whom we did moſt agree being various 


undanifs{Ways removed from us, and ſeeing ſo many oppoſed 
| bearinſour Teſtimony, which we thought our ſelves very in- 
\ refuſeqWufficient to maintain or promote; therefore that we 
oft whoſſÞmight have ſome more capacitated to do it, and that 


e might be preſerved from Errors, We judged it ex- 
edient, ro ſend ſome young Men abroad to theſe Col- 
eges, that they might be ſoundly principled in the 
briſtian Faith, ſeeing our Colleges were ſadly cor- 

upted. 
I. At that Time, (yea more and more ſince) a great 
Fart of our Church was either gone aſide to Deſection, 
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in Compliance with the Enemy, or elſe was pleading 
for Favourableneſs towards Union with the Men of theſe 
Defections, in their Defections and Compliances ; there. 
fore we delired to furniſh our ſelves with ſome Means, 
to make Oppoſit ion to theſe Courſes, For at that time, 
aſter the Death ot Mr. Richard cameron, and Mr, Jy 
nald Cargil, the Teſtimony by publick and frequent 
preaching of the Goſpel did fall (though, tis true, the 
only wiſe God did then keep up this Teſtimony by o- 
ther Means, to wit, Baniſhments, Martyrdoms upon 
Scaffolds, &c. Yea, in a ſpecial manner Martyrs Ki 
were ſo ſignally countenanced of the Lord, that ſafely Wi! 
it may be ſaid, the then ſhed Blood of the Martyrs hath Ca 
become a Seed unto the Church; for, as by hearing andWp!: 
ſeeing them ſome were reclaimed from their evil Ways on 
ſo many others were daily more and more confirmed in I pr. 
the Ways of the Lord, and Miniſters became generally tb. 
ſilent: So that (whatever might have been done pri- Nof 
vately in ſome ſecret Chamber, and ſome other retired u. 
ou: yet) as for the Body of the Land, little Remedy C 

y faithful Warning was prepared: therefore we thought in 
it our Duty not to be wanting for our parts, and this := 
was the moſt ready Expedient we ceuld fall upon, ont 
III. Becauſe there was ſo great Oppoſition made unto 
ſome of the Witneſſes of Chriſt, who had more faithfully 4: 
witneſſed againſt the DeteCtions of the Time, we could de 
Not ſuffer them altogether to be buried, which, in all 
appearance, was then delizned : For it cannot altogethet be 
be unknown, how they had deſigned to bury our fore hi 
mentioned Teſtimony in our Declarations, which was 
evident from their ſo much oppoſing the fame, oy 

IV. In Oppolition to which Deſign, reſolving to mais - o 
tain theſe Tchimonies, we could not but conclude, that u 

none conſcientiouſly adhering to theſe Teſtimonies gi- 
ven againſt the Tyranny and Apoſtaſy of our Time, u 
could expect either Licence or Ordination from them Y 
neither could it be ſaſely ſought in ſuch Circumſtances, ?: 
upon the account of ſuch impoſed Reſtrictions which 
ſome before had been troubled with, even when Matter 4 
in controverſy were not come ro ſuch height, P 
V. Becauſe in ſeveral Prezbyteries, ſome faithful wy F 
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ſes had been ſharply rebuked, for their Faithfulneſs, 
and contending freely and publickly againſt ſome Sins 
and Corruptions of the Time; but very rarely have they 
en in Presbyteries rebuked and cenſured, in theſe latter 
Times, for their Unfaithfulneſs : Therefore, after ſo ma- 
oy Diſcoveries of much Unfaithfulneſs iu our Presbyteries 
at home, we were much diſcouraged in our Ex pectations 
of Help from them, and thought it ſafer to ſend abroad 
to cake Trial of other Churches. 3 

VI. We knew aſſuredly, that the Reformed Churches 
of Chriſt abroad, had a Power to licence and ordain Mi- 
niſters, either to the Church Univerſal, or in particular 
Caſes to particular Churches, upon the Requeſt of a Peo- 
ple, cumulatively, not privatively, that is, for to help and 
confirm theſe Churches in their oc Poxver ; but not to de- 
prive them of their Rights, or to uſurp Authority over 
them; not as an AR of Authority over, but as an Act 
of Charity to them. Finally, As was {aid above, hereby 
we deſigned neither to bring up an evil Report upon the 
Church of Scotland, neither to carry on a Faction nor Schiſne 
in it; but upon the contrary, to declare our ſtanding to 
the Reformation attained unto in this Land, and to ſatisfy 
our ocon Conſciences. 

More particularly in the ſecond Place, As to the Or- 
_ of one of theſe young Men, it is to be conf6- 

ered, 

I. When he went Abroad, he was not in Capacity for 
being Ordained, nor any way accompliſhed for offering 
himſelf to previous Trials. 

IT. There was they no Hope of Ordination here in 
ScotIand, to any who agreed with us in all the parts of 
our Teſtimony, neither could it be ſafely ſought after, 
upon the foreſaid Conſideration. 

III. Though the Claſſis of Groningen, by whom he 
was ordained, differ from the Reformation of Scotland, in 
her beſt Times, in ſome Things; yet conſidering, (1) That 
in theſe Differences they <veve never reformed, and ſo can- 
not be charged therein with Defection. (2) That the 
agree with the true Presbyterial Church of Scotland, in all 
Principles againſt Popery, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm, and all 
Heretical and Sectarian Errors, (3) That they did then 3 

| je 


C0 3 
Je nothing againſt our preſent Teſtimony. (4) That tha 


come under a General, and fay othey Conſideration, being 
of a foreign Church, than Miniſters of the ſame 0. 
ginal Church, and under the ſame Bond of Coven 
with ourſelves; for which Cauſe, joining with then: in 
that Act of Ordination, came under another Conſideration, 
(5) That in the Act of Ordination, they did obtrude none 
of theſe Differences, but did take him engaged to teach 
according to the Word of God, and the Confeſſion of Faith 
of the Church of Scotland, and the Diſcipline thereof, b. 
pon all which Conſiderations, it was thought lawful to ac- 
cept of Ordination from the foreſaid Claſps, eſpecially 
ſecing theſe Differences were openly before them, and 
plainly and particularly proteſted againſt, which was 
luffeient in ſuch Circnmſtances. 

IV. As the foreſaid Claſſis did not hereby aſſume any 
Authority to the Detriment of the Church of Scotland; 
fo the Church of Scotland did never monopolize to berſelf the 
ſole Pocver of Ordination, of all that would officiate is her 
Service, in a broken State of the Church ; neither did 
reject or invalidate the Ordination of any Siſter Church, 
lending her helping Hand in the caſe of her Neceſſity, 

V. The forefaid Claſſis is to be conſidered, as contra- 
diſtinguiſhed from the impure Cocceian Party in theſe 
Lands, there being none ſuch concurring in the foreſaid 
Ordination: Yea, Ordination by the Univerſity was 
re fuſed, becauſe of a Cocceian Profeſſor there, who way 
to examine previouſly to the Ordination. And ſo a Te- 
ſtimony was given againſt the Toleration of that im- 
er Party in theſe Lands. However, their Errors were 

oth preached againſt, and otherwiſe witnefled againſt, 
by Miniſters in that Place. 


wx an © 


Eoncerning the Proteſtation given againſt the Scottiſh Con- 
gregation at Rotterdam. 


Ecauſe we are much oppoſed, and cried out againſt, 
upon the Account of the Proteſtation given in a” 
| ga inſt 
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gainſt the Scots Congregation at Rotterdam; therefore, that 
our Minds may be plainly uaderſtood as to that, we of- 
ter the follow ing Particulars ro Conlideration. 

I. The chiet Occalion of entering that Proteſtation 
was Mr. . B. his writing to Mr. E. That they at Rotter- 
dam, together <vith Mr. G. B. Mr. T. H. younger, Mr. R. 
L. and others, did take it in evil part that any of our young 
Men were ſtudying at Groningen; and did accuſe our Sccie- 


ties of falſe and grievous Things : As, That we bad diſown- 


ed the King and all ruling under bim; (which we own ag 
our Duty, as is expreſled before, but we deny what fol- 
loweth) and had choſen all kinds of Magiſtrates amone ft 
ourſelves, as Chancellors, Lords, Preſidents, and other Or- 
ders; and awere for killing all as Enemies; cho would not 
own our Government fabricated among ſt us , That our So- 
cieties vere not pure in Religion; and as they were a Facti- 
on, &c. Whereupon, finding ourſelves and rhe Cauſe 
much wronged by their Calumaies, to vindicate our- 
ſelves, and invalidate their Charge, we reſvlyved upon 
this Proteſtation againſt that Congregation, for ſuch 
Things as we could truly make our. 

II. We acknowledge, that the Perſons who enter'd 
that Proteſtation, oughr to have given previous Admoni- 
tion to the perſons Proteſted againſt ; and, by their fail- 
ing in this, ſomething of che due methad of going about 
ſuch an Action was omitted. But though we are not to 
Juſtifie the Failings that are in our Actions by the fail- 
ings of others, yet the Authors of the foreſaid accuſa- 
tions did caſt us a bad Copy, in giving out ſuch things 
againſt us without prerequiſite Admonition, P 

III. As to the Title of the foreſaid Proteſtation, io wit, 
True Presbyterian Church of Scotland, (which is alſo to be 
found in ſome other Papers) we do confeſs it unſuitable 
to expreſs it ſo comprehenſively; bur thereby we do no- 
wiſe underſtand, That unto the Societies, in any Senſe, 
belongs the Title of the Church Miniſterial, for this be- 
longs alone to Church Guides ; nor do we underſtand, 
chat ir ſhould in any other Senſe be aſtricted to our So- 
cities, as if they only were ro be reckoned Believers, 


(for that is as large as Converſion or Effectual Calling) 


or as if they only were to be reckoned Sufferers for 


Chriſt, 


( % ) 
Chriſt, or that he hath no other Martyrs but from x 
mongſt them; nor, in a Word, do we reckon them the 
only Members of the Viſible Church of Chriſt in Scotland: 
But we would have them to be looked upon, as a poor diſtreſ- 
ſed and contending Remnant, of the ſuffering and witneſſing, 


Anti-Popiſh, Anti Prelatickł, * Anti-Sectarian, 


True Presbyterian Church of Chriſt in Scotlaud, æuhich hath 
been labouring to cleave cloſe to the Parts and Degrees of our 
attained Reformation, and cordially concurring in their Pla- 
ces and Stations with ſuch of the Miniſters and Profeſſors, as 
have gone before them, and with them, mere reſolutely 


and faithfully cvitneſſing both againſt Tyranny and Apo- 


aſy. 

Iv. We deſire that the Charges in the fecond Article, 
wherein ſome Miniſters Names are expreſled, be under- 
ſtood ſeparately and diftributively, not collectively and 
copulatively; every one of theſe Miniſters not being guil- 
ty in his own Perſon of all and every one of theſe Char- 
ges. But as we acknowledge, That as it was an Over- 
light to expreſs theſe Charges ſo indefinitely, and to 
caſt them and the Names of the Perſons all in a Heap to- 
gether, without making particular Application; ſo we 
are not convicted of any Falſhood in theſe, as we deſire 
* them to be underſtood, For there is nothing there ſaid 
that is not applicable to ſome of the Perſons named; yea, 
we may ſafely ſay, that the foreſaid Information againſt 
us, ſpoken of in Mr. N. B. his Letter, mentioning ſome 
Miniſters Names, did give Occaſion of inſerting of Names 
in this Proteſtation, eſpecially of theſe Miniſters who 
were given up in the ſaid Letter, as the principal Authors 
of the foreſaid Information. 

V. We do not mean by the Word Treacheroyfly in the 


ſecond Article, a Deſign to betray; neither does the. 


Word itſelf always import ſo much, but only a practical 


| betraying of Truſt, wherher it be deſigned or not. Nor 


do we mean, that rhe Epithers given to the aſſociating 
Parties, viz. Godleſs, &c. are applied to all and _ 
one of that Company (for we do not doubt of the God- 
lineſs of many of them) but only to ſome of them: nor 
yer theſe Words in the Concluſion, concerning the fore- 
ſaid Congregation, viz. That no Pendicle of Chriſt's Crocun 
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was aſſerted by them, are ſo extenſively and univerſally 
underitood by us, as that no Pendicle at all of Chrift's 
Crown was aſſerted by them, but only that our Contro- 
verſies with ſome of the complying Party of our Church, 
concerning Chriſt's Prerogatives as King, and what be- 
longs to his Crown, was not aſſerted by them, we mean 
the neceſlary Teſtimony againſt the Supremacy, Tyran- 
oy, and Compliances with the ſame. However, we 
profeſs, as we are not to juſtify any Expreſſion whats 
ſoever in that foreſaid Proteſtation, which is too exten- 
ſively propoſed; or favours of real Bitterneſs, ſo we are 
not to condemn the Scope thereof, albeit we acknowledge 
ſcyeral unſuitable Expreſſions in it. SP 

VI. Conlidering that the Cauſes inſerted, materially 
conſidered, and rightly applyed, are both true and ſuf- 
ficient for a Proteſtation: We deſire that it may be look- 
ed upon as a ſtanding Teſtimony (together with what 
contendings have formerly been by ſome faithful $cortifþ 
Sufferers in that Land) for the Vindication of Truth, and 
againſt the ſad wrongs and abuſes in that Congregation, 
ay and while the Cauſes inſerted are mantained, and the 
offence and ſcandal given not removed. Yea, in ver 
deed, a deep ſenſe in the mean time ofthe ſins witnek. 
ed againſt by the foreſaid Proteſtation, would make all 


therein involved more favourably, and charitably to con- 
ſiru of the Action. 


EE 


H E A D. VII. 


Concerning the Charge of mains Canons, in <hich are Ex- 
preſſed the Qualifications of the Members of General Meet- 
ings and Societies, and trying of Scandalous Perſons, 


He Societies being likeways miſrepreſented, in chat 
they are ſaid to make Canons, expreſſing qualificati- 
ons of the Members of their Meetings particular and more 
general, and accordinoly take to themſelves the Trial of 


Scandalous Perſons : Therefore, to ſhew the Ground- 
| leſacſs 


| ( $2 ) 
eſbeſs of ſuch an Impuration, we ſhall ſpeak 4 lite 


both to the one and to the other. 

Firſt, As to the alledged making of Canons, the Al- 
ledgance is founded upon a Queſtion uſually proponed 
to the Members of our General Meetings, which is this, 
Are you free of joining with the unfaithful ſilent and comply- 
ing Miniſters of the Time? Which being ſo much dif 
pleaſing ro many, and much carped at, and alfo the oc- 
caſion of the foreſaid charge being taken from: We 
ſhall therefore propone ſome things concerning the charge 
in General, impuring to us the making ef theſe ſo cal. 
led Canons, and impoling ſuch Qualifications on the 
Members of our meetings, and then touching the fore- 
mentioned Interrogation in particular, | 

Fir, We think it an odious Calumny invidiouſly caſt 
upon us by our Traducers, that we have taken upon us 
to make Canons: Neither do we underſtand what they 
mean by making Canons: For (1) It by Canons be un- 
derſtood ſuch conſtitutions or as, as flow from Polztick 
or Eccieſiaſtick Authority, that the Societies did or do af. 
ſume to themſelves, — making of ſuch, ce altogether 
deny. (2) It thev underſtand by them Impolitions or 
ſinful Reſtrictions, theſe ave alſo deny and diſoaun. (3) If 
they underſtand them to be General and abſolute Rules, 
laid down by us for all times, and cafes of the Church; 
or for Church fellowſhip, and Communion of Saints in 
all its Degrees, theſe ave alſo deny to be among 11s + Burt 
if they mean ſome Interrogations for diſcovering the Per- 
ſons, we may concur with in our General Meetings, theſe 


eve own and acknowledge : Bur theſe are very Impertin- 


ently called Canons; neither did we ever call- them by 

ſuch a Name, nor look upon them as ſuch a thing, 
Secondly, Whereas they ſay, we make Canons expreſ- 
ſing Qualifications of the Members of our Meetings: 
The Truth is, we would have them ſo Qualified as we 
may with comfort and confidence join wich chem in out 
ſeleed Fellowſhips, being of one accord, of one mind 
in the matter of our Teſtimony , but hereby we make no 
rules preſcribing Qualifications of Church Members, in 
other kinds and degrees of Church Communion, 2 
chat 
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that this may be better underſtood, we ſhall here brieſly 
2nd plainly expreſs our minds, , 
We deny not the Communion of Saints to and with others 
in many other degrees, whether they be Natives or For- 
yeigners, under diverſe conſiderations : For awe diſtinguiſb be- 
tebixt a joining, which wwe may call Catholick or Univerſal 
among Chriſtians, conſidered as ſuch, and an Eccleſiaſtical 
joining among Members of one particular * Church, 
conſidered as Members of that Church : As for the firſt, ce 
ſubdivide it alſo into its degrees; for we may join with ſome 
as Chriſtians, holding the ſame Fundamentals, Eph. iv. 3. 
6. Acts ii. 5, 9. cemprebending all that are ſound in Re- 
lizion, excluding all Hereticks: We may join with o- 
thers conſidered more ſtrictly, and upon ſtricter Conditions, 
as Protectants, providing they hold nothing contrary to any of 
the Reformed Churches Teſtimonies, but eſpecially if they be 
Faithful in their ocun particular Teftimony, though the Word 
of theirs be not the ſame with ours; We may join with o- 
theys upon yet ſtricter Conditions as our Covenanted Bre- 
thren, ſuch as the Members of the Churches of England and 
Ireland joined together with us in the ſame League and Co- 
venant, providing they own it, and proſecute the ends of it, 
and maintain the word of their Teſtimony, according to it, 
and their attained Reformation, albeit they have not the 
ſame word of Teſtimony every way with us : As for the 
Second, We own a Communion upon ſtricter conditions and 
with ſtricter Qualifications, amongſt the Members of one 
Church and formed Society, under Subject ion to the ſame 
Reformed Doctrine, Norſbip and Government, as for Inſtance, 
this Covebanted Church of Scotland; Which Eccleſia- 
ſtical Communion (particularly in reference to ur own 
Church) is to be conſidered diverſe ways, and accordingly is 
capable of diverſe degrees; for either the Church muſt be 
conſidered as Conſtitute in good Order, having F:ud'catories 
for redreſſing abuſes, in <vhich Caſe wwe think it <vere an 
Uſurpation, for private Societies to aſſume the Regulation either 
of joining or ſeparating, without recourſe to the Fudicatories. 
© Or it muſt be eonfidered as aſcending, 2 growing up 
© gradually unto Reformation, in which caſe many 
* things alſo may be born with, eſpecially by perſons 
i a private capacity, and not made a matter of ſepara- 
tion, 


| ( 34 ) 
tioo; becauſe never refornied. Or laſil y, (which comes 
* more home to our caſe) it may be conlidered as declin: 
© ing and falling back from ſome degrees of Reformati- 
. © on attained unto, and as it is broken down by com- 
© pleat and Habitual Tyranny and Epidemical Apoſtaſy; in 
© which caſe our ſtricteſt degrees of Communion, in ſe- 
© jected Fellocuſbips, at lealt, muſt be quaiihe! wich ſtrict. 
© eſt conditions, co  Jering the preſent State of Affairs 
in this broken e of the Church: For ia cheſe we 
© mult neceſ{arily e avour after Oneneſs and Agreement 
cas to the word of our Teſtimony, among the Conſti- 
© ruent Members oi e ſe Societies, with whom we con- 
c cur in a joint ca blick work. For we 
< defire not to forget 1.4 e quarrel of our Zealous 
© and Ancient Covenanters was ſtated, againſt Papiſts, 
© Malignants and Sectaries, Defection and Schiſm; And 
© againſt {inful Union as one extream, and ſinful Sepa- 
© ration as another; and all that join with us in our 
© feleted Communion, we would have concerning the 
© fame quarrel, | 
Thirdly, more particularly, as Concerning that Que- 
ſtion, called by them Canon, which among others is 
propoſed to the Members of our General Meetings, con- 
cerning their joining or not joining with the ſilent, un- 
faithful, and complying Miniſters of the time, we hall 
add theſe few things. 1. The occaſion of the popes 
ing this Interrogation amongſt us was and is, becauſe 
ſince our Perſecution began to increaſe, Miniſters ge 
nerally had fallen into ſich ſad and lamentable defeCti- 
ons, as is ſhewed above: Therefore we would inform 
urſelves, by that Queſtion to the members of our Meet- 
ings, whether they had their countenance as formerly, 
or not. However, 2. By that Queſtion, we underſtand 
no Minifters, but theſe only to whom all (or ar Jeaſt 
ſome) of the foreſaid adjective Epithets are applicable; 
that is, either theſe who had complyed with the E- 
nemy, or were become ſilent in lying by from the pu- 
blick work, or not diſcovering the palpable ſins of the 
time, or were in ſuch a meaſure unfaithful, as would be 
decerned cenſurable be our Church conſtitutions, 
| Secondly, As to the other thing objected #painſt our 
Societies, to wit, the taking to ourſelves the Trial of Ln 
| | ous 
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unt perſons : We 2 and declare, that all the 
rial of Scandals or ſcandalous perfons which we Judge 
awful, expedient, and competent to private perſons, 
otwithſtanding of the greateſt neceſſity, is merely po- 
ular and private, for information about the eaſe or 
ratice of the perſons, in order to the regulating our 
4 onſciences in our duty and _— rowards them, that 
bn , 8 to the ſudgment of diſcretion, we may 
e fully per ſwaded in our minds, as to what is right 
r wrong, falſe or true, and may not remain ſtagger- 
Nie or doubting in our duty and deportment towards 
em; not Judicial and Authoritative: For we by 


on- : 
we Bo means Judge it lawful to commit unto the people the 
aus cr of Diſcipline, no more than it is lawful for them 


40 preach and adminiſtrate the Sacraments, Yea, fo far 
Je we from that Sectarian Principle, that under no con- 


a derat ion whatſoever, we Judge it warrantable to aſ- 
i that radically and originally the power of Church 


the Noveroment is ſeated in the people, and from them de- 
ved unto the Paſtors and Elders, as it is in Civil Go- 
ernment, which cometh from God the ſupream Lord 


Ve od King of all the world, and is radically ſeated in 
S Is = ; 
e people, aud from them derived unto and conferred 


on their Magiſtrates and Civil Governours, whereas 
Mall ccleſiaſtick Government cometh from Chriſt the Medi- 
or, and King of his Church, and by him immediately 


115 ferred upon the Rulers and Officers of his Houſe, 
ich whom he hath promiſed his preſence unto the end 
45 I the world. 


IUT to conclude, we deſire a few things of our 
| ) Brethren, unto whoſe bands this ſhall come. J. 
That . none may look upon us, from what we 
eaſt Ne profeſſed and declared in this our Vindication, as 
wing new ſentiments about theſe Heads. For we 
E. Id never hold or maintain Opinions, as to theſe particu- 
rs, contrar to what we have here expreſſed ; ſo that 


1 is is not a change, but an explication of our minds: 
d be nd if any well meaving perſon and zealouſſy inclin- 


d amongſt us, hath, through ignorance cr miſtake, uts 
red chemſelyey orherways 889 we have here n 


„ | 
ed, we are not to maintain the ſame. 2. We deſire th; 
no advantage may be taken againſt us, from words d 
ex preſſions in this paper thro h our weakynels, bus tha 
the ſcope and 14 655 of che whole may be weighed an Tim. 
cod ſidered; and fo 


hat one part of it may nar, de, di Enen 
vided from another, but that all che parts, of it may Geiic 


together conſidered, and impartially pondered withou Gona 
aflectation or pre judice. 3. See ing the Cauſe of God ba =_—_ 
ſuffercd great hurt, by. perſons their too much, credulinfl „alia 


in believing ill and falſe reports, and ſpreading the ſan to ſut 
as real certainties, without ever trying or ſearching i in thi 
to the Truth or Falſhood thereof: And ſeeing. th 
thereby our Diviſions and Diſtractions have been great for th 
ly multiplied, therefore we deſire (which we arezal Uſur 
willing to grant unto others) that none hereafter m 


give car and credit to bear reports of our Accuſers a and: 
Traducers, without due trying and ſearching into , Newt: 
truth thereof, (at leaſt if not for our fakes, yet tha Foot. 
they would forbear for the Goſpel's) ſeeing that fro: gone 
henceforth they may be convinced of our being ſo mu 1,4 
wronged by ſuch ſad miſre preſentations. 4,, We, deſiſ the p 
that in time coming, any who ſhall hear or ſ upp bone 
ſuch opinions or PraQtices, ab are unſound and bun hope 
to be maintained and followed by us, may deal ſo Fr ie form: 
ly and Chrifliavly with us, as to admoniſh us thereof, i at let 
order to convince . Ae Fa of the ſame, befor e tbeſl been 
oblickly vent ſuch things, or inform, againſt us. ¶ the 8 
That noth ing in this Paper, which may ſeem more frei Fruit 
ly expreſſed, may be conſtructed as flowing from r wor 
judice at any Perſon or Perſons u batſomever, or tran 250d 
a glorying in our Mother's Nakedoeſs, which is alſo o We 
own, or from an Humour to debate; For we de ſire hei che u 
in, ſingly and fimply to bave a Reſpect to the Gl the N 
God, the Vindication of bis Truths, and (if the Lord viii preſe 
the Advantage both of the Givers and Receivers of Mi iees 
reports againſt us. In the mean time e cammi the | Han 
unto the Lord, and deſire to wait until he Pall ariſe a what 
give Teſtimony for his Truths. For, as we are final pv eſtab 
ſuaded in our Conſciences before God, that this is. b Dom: 


Cauſe, and the Covenanted Reformation, which we 3 
owning and ſuffering for; ſo we are hopeful 9 | 


6879 | 
ſhall, in his, own appointed Time, make himſelf known 
unto the World, ownitg che fame, how low ſoever it 
be now : And that as he hath beeh pleaſed, even in theſe 
Times of hot and heavy Perſecution of cruel and crafty 
Enemies, and of fibful and ſhameful Deſe&iori of the 
Geuerality of Miniſters and Proteſſors, to raiſe vp and 
ſignally to ſpirit not a few honoured Worthies, (tho? 
mean, Weak and contemptible in the Eyes of the World) 
valiamly ro contend, frichfully to witneſs, and patient. 
to ſuffer ſor the {ame Cauſe; even to reſiſting unity Blood, 
in cheir ſtedfaſt adhering unto their ſworn Duties and 
Principles, (wreſtling * and as Chriſtians, as well 
for their Natural and Civil Rights and Liberties againſt 
Uſurpation and Tyranny, as for their Coveranted Reli- 
gion againſt e Prelacy, and ſacrilegions Supremacy 
and alfo againſt the Apoſtaſy, Compliance, and deteſtable 
Neutrality of others) which - Worthies foltowing the 
Footſteps of the faithful Cloud of Witneſſes that have 
gone before' them, have pourtrayed a Doble” and re- 
nowned Example of Virtue, Faithfulnels and Courage to 
the preſent Age, and have ſealed and tranſmitted an 
honeſt and hohourable Teſſimony to Poſteriry ; ſo we 
hope the ſame Teſtimony fhall be continued to the Re- 

fermatiun, amonęſt Men of our Principles and Profeſſion, 
W at length until he ſhall make the Blood, which hath 
been ſhed ſealing the fame, appear above Ground to be 
che Seed of che Church, arid cauſe his People to reap the 
Fruit of this prefent fiery Furoace, according to his 
Word, promiſing, That all Things foall work together for 
rod to them that love him, and wait for bim. Finally, 
"I We add no more, but deſire, that this may be taken as 
the unboſoming of the genuine Thoughes, an exbibiting 
che Minds and Sentiments (as to the Controverſies of this 
—— Time) of a poor waſted, wounded, afflicted, 
leeding, miſrepreſented and reproached Remnant, and 
Handful of ſuffering People, who deſire to throw down 
what God will throw down, and to build what he will 
eſtabliſh; when lie comes. To whom de the Kingdom avid 
Dominion for ever and ever. Amen, | 
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372 the Reader may de ſiderate theſe Declarations, 
ſo ſervently exclaimed againſt, and ſo here frequently 
mentioned, and may impute it to Diſingenuity, to conceal 
theſe Things that are every where beſpattered , and may 
reckon he is impoſed upon, in having the Faults of things both 
aggravated and extenuated, and yet cannot ſee the things 
themſelves : Therefore, to the End that both the Reads 
may be ſatisfied, and the Owners of theſe Declarations may 
be cleared of any Prevarication in the Caſe, and that alſq 
more Abuſes of Tranſcribers may be prevented, Care hath been 
taken to get the o correct Copies that could be found at 
the publiſving hereof, and to ſubjoin the ſame in the follow- 
ing Pages. Giving the Expreſſions moſt excepted againſt in 
different Characters. 


The TEST IMO NY fpubliſted at Rutherglen, May 
29, 1679. 


As the Lord hath beer pleaſed ſtill ro keep and pre. 
ſerve his Intereſt in this Land, by the Teſtimonies 
of ſome faithful Witneſſes from the Beginning; ſo in 


our Day, ſome have not been wanting, who, through 


greateſt Hazards, have added their Teſtimonies to theſe 
who have gone before them, by ſuffering Death, Ba 
niſhment, Torturings, Forfeitures, Impriſonments, and 
what not, from a perfidious and cruel Ad verſary to the 
Church and Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the 
Land: Therefore we owning the ſame Intereſt of Chriſl, 
accord ing to the Word of the Lord, and the National 
and Solemn League and Covenant, deſire to add our Te- 
ſtimony to the Teſtimonies of the Werthies that have 
gone before us, (though we be unworthy, yet hoping as 
true Members of the Church of Chriſt in Scotland) and 
that againſt all Things done prejudieial to this Intereſt, 
from the Beginnitig of the Work of Reformation, eſpe- 
cially from * Year 1648, to 1660. and more particu- 


larly from the ſaid Year 1660, and downwards, again 
the Ads following, As, againſt the AR of Supremacy; 


the 
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foreſaid Ads at this 
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the Declaration, whereby our Covenants were condemn» 
ed; the Act for Everſion of the eſtabliſhed Government 
of the Church, and for eſtabliſhing of abjured prelacy 3 
the Act Reſciſſory of all Acts of Parliament and Aſſem- 
blies, for eſtabliſhing the Government of the Church, ac- 
cording to the Word; the Act f Glaſgorr, putrihg* the 
ſame in Execution, whereby at one Time were violently 
caſt out above Three hundred Miniſters, without any le- 
gal Procedure; likewiſe the Act for appointing an holy 
Anniverſary Day, to be kept 2 Twenty ninth of 
May, for giving Thanks for the ſetting up an uſurped 
Power, deſtroying the Intereſt of Chriſt in the Land ; 
whereby the Creature is ſet up to be worſhipped in the 
Room of our Great Redeemer, and a Power is aſſumed 
which is proper to che Lord only, for the appointing of 
Ordinances in his Church, as particularly the Govern- 
ment thereof, and the keeping of holy Days, belongeth 
to no Prince, Prelate, nor Perſon on Earth, but only to 
our Lord Redeemer. And further, we give our Teſti- 
mony _ all ſinful and unlawful Acts, emitted and 
executed, publiſhed and proſecuted by them, againſt our 
Covenanted Reformation. And for Confirmation of this 
our Teſtimony, we do here this Day, being the Twenty 
ninth of May 1679, publickly and moſt juſtly burn the 

Erol; of Rutherglen, being the chief 
Burgh of the Nether-Ward of Clideſdale ; as they perfi- 
diouſly and blaſphemouſly have burnt our holy Cove- 
nants, through ſeveral Cities of theſe Covenanted King- 
doms, We hope none will take Exceptions at our nor 
ſubſcribing this our Teſtimony, being ſo ſolemnly given : 
for we are ready to do it, if neceſſary, and-to enlarge ir 
with all our faithful ſuffering Brethren in the Land. 


8 
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The Declaration and Teſtimony of the true Presbyterian, 
Anti-Prelatick, Anti-Eraſtian, perſecuted Party in Scot- 
land, publifbed at Sanquhar, June 22. 1680. | 


T is not amongſt the ſmalleſt of the- Lord's Mercies 
to this poor Land, that there hath always been 3 
oi waa 
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who have given their "Teſtimony againſt every Courſe 
of Defection we were guilty ol; which is a Token far 
Good, that he doth not intend to caſt us off altogether; 
but zbac be will leave a Remnant in whom he will be 
gracious, if they, through bis Grace, keep themſelves 
clean, apd walk in his Ways and Methods, as they have 
deen walked in and owned by Predeceſſors of truly wor- 
thy Memory, in their carry ing on oſ our Noble Work of 
Reformation, in the ſeveral Steps thereaf, both from Po- 
pery and Prelacy, and like wiſe from Eraſtian Suprema- 
cy, fo much uſurped. by him, whbo, it is true, (ſo far at 
we know) is deſcended, from the Race of our Kings; 

et he hath ſo far deboarded from what he ought to have 
<6 by his Perjury, and uſurping in Church Matters, 
and 'Tyranny in Matters Civil, as is known by the whole 
Land ; that we have juſt Reaſon to account it amongſt 
the Lord's great Controvet ſies againſt us, that we have 
not diſowred him, and the Men of his Practices, whe- 
ther inferior Magiſtrates, or any other, as Enemies to our 
Lord Jeſus his Crown, and the true Proteſtant and Prek 
byterian Intereſt in cheſe Lands, our Lord's ef 
Eride and Church. Therefore, although we be for Go- 
verument and Governors, ſuch as the Word of God, and 
our Covenants allows; yet we for ourſelves, and all that 
will adhere to us, the Repreſentatives of the true Pregbyte- 
rian Church, and Covenanted Nation of Scotland, conſider- 
ing the great Hazard of lying under Sin any longer, Do, 
by thir preſents, diſown Charles Stewart, who hath been 
reigning theſe Years bygone (or rather we may ſay Ty- 
rannizing) on the Throne of Britain, as having any 
Right, Title, or Intereſt to, or in the ſaid Crown of 
Scotland, or Government; as forſcited feveral Years 
ſince, by his Perjury, and Breach of Covenant with God 
and his Church, and Ulurpation of his Crown and Royal 
Prerogative, and many other Breaches in Matter Eceleſi- 
aſtick, and by his Tyranny and Breaches in the very 
Rules of Government, in Matters Civil. For which Rea- 
ſons, we declare, Thar feveral Years ſince he ſhould have 
been denuded of being King, Ruler, or Magiſtrate or 
having any Power, or to be obeyed as ſuch, As alſo, 
ve, under the Banner of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Cap- 

| | taio 
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tain of Salvation, do detlare 4 Mar with ſuch a Tyrant 
and Uſurper, and all che Men of thefe Practices, as Ene- 
mies to our Lord Jefus Cbriſt, and his Cauſe and Cove- 
nant, And againſt all ſuth #s baut any way ftrengtbned 
bim, ſi deu with, or acknowledge bim, in bis Uſurpation 
Civil and Ereleſtaſtick : Tea, and againſt all ſuch as ſoall 
any ways ſtvergthen, fide with, dr aRudwledge bim, or any 
other in the like Uſurpation and Tyranny ; far more againſt 
ſuch, as wbuld bettay or deliver up our free reformed 
Church into che Bondroe of Ancichrilt, the Pope of Rome. 
By this cue homolog ate our Teſtimony at Rucherglen, tle * 
29th of May, 16 79, and all the faithful Teftimanies of theſe 
that have gone before us, as alſo of theſe who have ſuffe red 
of late. Alſo, we do diſclaim that Declaration publiſhed at 
Hamilton, the 13th Day of June, 1679. chiefly, becauſe it 
takes in the King's Intereſt, <vhich <ve are ſeveral Tears 
ſince lsoſed from; as alſo, becauſe of the foreſaid Reaſons, 
and others, that wwe may after this (if the Lord will) publiſp. 
As alſo, we difown and reſent the Reception of the Duke of 
York, a profeſſed Papilt ,as repugnant to aur Principles and 
Ves to the noft High God, and as that which is the great, 
though (alas!) the juſt Reproach of our Church. We alſo, 
by this, proteſt againſt bis ſucceeding to the Crown, as againſt 
whatever bath been done, or any are eſſyine to do, in this 
Land given to the Lord, in "Prejudice to our Work of Refor- 
mation. And to conclutle, we hope after this, none will 
blame us, or offend at our rexvarding of theſe that are againſt 
us, as they have done to us, as the Lord gives the Opportuni- 
ty. This is not to exclude any <vho'bath declined, if they be 
willing to pive Satisfaction, according to the Degree of 
Offence. | n 
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The Act and Apologetick Declaration of the true pre sbyteri- 
ans of the Church of Scotland, publiſhed at Lanerk, Ja- 
nuary 12. 1682. | 


Lehough we ought to take in good part, whatever 
A God in his infinite Wiſdom hath, for the Puniſh- 
ment of our Sins, carved out unto us, and eye and ac- 
knowledge him alone in it; and though we always 

ought 
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ought to acknowledge Government and Governors, as 
ordained by him, in ſo far as they rule and govern ac- 
cording to the Rules ſet down by him in his Word, and 
conſtitutive Laws of the Nation, and ought to caſt the 
Mantle of Love on the leſſer Errors of Governors, and 
give the beſt Countenance to their Adminiſtration, that 
the Nature of their Actions will bear: yet when all 
theſe Laws, both of God and the Kingdom, conditional 
and conſtitutive of the Government, are caſſed and an- 
nulled, by pretended Laws, and the higheſt of Uſurpa- 
tion, and an inexplicable Prerogatiye in Matters Eccleſi- 
aſtick, and arbitrary Government in Matters Civil, is ar- 
rogate, when a Banner of Impiety, Prophaneneſs and Athe- 
iim is avowedly diſplayed againſt the Heavens; a Door 
opened to Abominations of all Sorts and Sizes, and the Re- 
medy thereof ſtill denied by him, who ſhould be as a Sun 
and a Shield to the People; whea the Parliaments, who 
ought to be the Grand Truſtees of the Kingdom, to 
whom it belongs in ſuch a Caſe to ſecure the Civil and 
Spiritual Intereſts, are ſo prelimited by Law, as that 
no true Son of the State or Church hath Liberty to ſit 
and vote there; ſo that the Parliaments, and all Places 
of publick Truſt, and Offices of the Kingdom, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, are made up of none but theſe 
who are corrupted, overawed, overruled and bribed : 
What ſhall the People do in ſuch an Extremiry ? Should 
they give their Reaſon as Men, their Conſciences as Chri- 
ſtians, and reſign their Liberties, Fortunes, Religion, and 
their All, to the inexorable Obſtinacy, incureable Wil- 
fulneſs, and Malice of theſe, who, in ſpice of God and 
Man (and notwithſtanding of their many Oaths and 


| Vows both to God and his People) are reſolved to make 


their own Will the abſolute and ſovereign Rule of their 
Actions, and their ſtrained Indulgencies the Meaſure of 
the Subjects Hope and Happineſs ? Shall the End of Go- 
vernment be loſt, through Weakneſs, Wickedneſs, and 
Tyranny of Governors? Muſt the People, by an im- 
plicite Submiſſion, and deplorable Stupidity, deſtroy 
themſelves, and betray their Poſterity, and become Ob- 
jects of Reproach to the preſent Generation, and Pity 
and Contempt to the future? Have they not, i” ſuch an 
| | | xtrem 
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Extremity, good Ground to make uſe of that natural: 
and radical Power they have, to ſhake off that Yoke, 
which neither we nor our Fore-fathers were able to bear? 
Which accordingly the Lord honoured us (in a general 
and unprelimited Meeting of the Eſtates and Sbires of 
Scotland) to do; A Convention of unprelimited Members, a 
Convention of Men, who had only the Glory of God, and the 
Good of the Commonevealth before their Eyes; the like 
whereof the preſent reigning Tyrant could never ſince 
his home-coming pretend to. At which Convention, he 
was moſt legally, and by general Conſent caſt off, by 
the Declaration afterward publiſhed at Sanqubar, by e- 
ſpecial Warrant from the ſaid Convention. Bor that we 
may not ſeem to have done that, or yet to do the like, 
upon no Grounds, or yet upon few and ſmall Grounds, 
we ſhall hint at ſome of che many Thouſands of the 
Miſdemeanours of the now caſt off Tyrant, in his over- 
turning of our Church and State. 

And, Firſt, at his very Entry, as if he had attained to 
Nero's Deſire, at one Blow, in his firſt Parliament, he cut 
off the Neck of that noble Conſtitution of Church and 
Scare, which our noble and worthy Anceſtors had made; 
and not thinking it enough treacherouſſy and fallly to per- 
jure himſelf, he made ſuch Conſtitutions and Laws ( it it 
be not an Abuſe of Language to call them fo) as that 
none but Fools of his own — and ſuch as would 
run with himſelf to the ſame Exceſs of Riot, ſhould have 
Acceſs to the very meaneſt Place or Office in the King- 
dom: and though that in itſelf is enough, yet not the 
thouſand Part of what he hath done. | 

2, Did he not take *to himſelf a licentious Privilege, 
the exalting of himſelf unto a Sphere exceeding all Mea- 
ſures Divine and Human, tyrannically obtruding his Will 
for a Law, both in Matters Civil and Eccleſiaſtick, mak- 
ing us a Laughing-ſtock to the neighbouring Nations, 
who imagined, that what he was doing (however ty- 
rannous in itſelf) to be conſonant to our Law, blaming 
the Badneſs of the Law, inſtead of the Badneſs of the 
Governors; whereas nothing could be leſs conſonant to 
the Tenor and Endof our, and all other Laws, Divine and 
Human, For we have Reaſon to praiſe the Lord, who 

| | eminently 
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eminently aſſiſted our Anceſtors in framing of our Laws; 
ſo chat we may (upon good Ground) ſay, that there is no 
Nacion in Civil Affairs hath better, and in Borleſpaſtick 
Affairs ſo good Laws as we, having {by God's great Pro- 
vidence) attained unto a more excellent and tri Refors 
mation, than any Nation. The obſerving of which 


Laws, was the very conſtitutive and abſalute Condition, 


whereupon. be was admitted to the Royal Office, and 
without which he was not to have the Exerciſe of hit 
Power, and to which he was moſt ſolemnly. and deeply 
ſworn oftner than once, with his Hands lifted up to rhe 
moſt hiph God; he himſelf declaring the Subjerts Tie mo 
longer to remain or continue, than the Ends and Conſt itu- 
tions of theſe Covenants were purſued and preſerved by bim. 
All which are (contrary to his Engagements foreſaid,) 
by his pretended (and as aforeſaid conſſitute) Parliaments 
called and annulled, and the Laws no more made the 
Rule, bur his own Will in bis Letters: So that we are 
made the Reproach of the Nations, who ſay, we have 
only the Law of Letters, inſtead of the Letter of the 
Law. * 

3. Hath ir not been his conſtant Method, to adjo 
and diſſolve Parliaments at his Pleaſure, when they (tho 
his own Creatures) were ſo ſenſible of his Miſdemanours, 
that they began to queſtion 3 a nd when queſtioned by 
them, ye may eaſily conjxQure what they were. 

4. Hath he not ſeatedhimfſelf as ſupreme Head over 

all Perſons, in all Cauſes Civil and Eccleſiaſticæ? And 
by virtue of that arrogantly arrogated Power, fabricate 
a chimęrick Government, or rather Pageantry in the 
Church, with ſuch ludibrious Eminencies, pompous 
Power and Pride, through the Vanity of Mens depraved 
Imaginations, the grievous and myſterious Abyſs, from 
whence have iſſued all the Calamiries, all the languiſh- 
ing Sorrows, and confounding Shames and Reproaches, 
which, in this Day of Blackneſs and Darkoeſs, have in- 
vaded, involved, polluted and ered the Church and 


Kingdom. And thus hath he approvcu himſelf to be the 
Defender of the Faith under which the godly Party, true 
Sons of the Church and Nation, have been groaning 
Numbers 
murde red 


theſe twenty Years bygone, and in great 


155 murdered and ſlain in the Fields, led as Lambs to the 
no Slaughter upon Scaffolds, impriſoned, and kept in Irons, 
lick and wich exquiſite Tortures tormented, exiled, baniſhed, 
ro- and 1old as Slaves amongſt Savages: all which they en- 
or · ¶ dured moſt patiently a long Time; or ever they oſſered 
ich to appeat᷑ in public in Arms againſt him. And all this 
on, they have met with as a Reward ( juſt upon the Lord's 
nd part, though unjuſt and ungrate as to his Part) for their 
his too great and inordinate Love, wherewith they pre- 
ply vented him in the Day of his Diſtreſs, being the firſt and 
the only Beginning of bis unhappy Reſtoration. | 
no 5. Time will fail us to narrate what exorbitant Tax- 
- ings, Ceflings, and every way impoverifhing of che Sub- 
m. ies and wrinding of the Faces of the poor, dilapidating 
d,) che Pendicles, Rights and Revenues of the Crown, for no 
nts ¶ other End, but to imploy them for keeping up a Bro- 
the thel, rather chan a Court, ſiace there is no Court in the 
are ¶ World hath attained unto ſuch at Height of Debauchery 
ve ¶ and Depravedneſs, as that Court by his Example bath 
the done. For the whole World follows the Example of the 
Prince. : - 
Ih 6. And Laftly, As if it had not been enough to exerce 
ho” ſuch a tyrannical and arbitrary Power himſelf, he, by a 
rs, late Parliament, ſuch as the former, intends that his Cru- 
by Nelty and Tyranny ſhould not die with himſelf, but that 
| be ſhall in his time inftall ſuch an one (if not worſe) as 
rer himſelf, contrary to all Law, Reaſon, and Religion; 
nd and io that Parliament to unhinge very Proteſtantiſm it- 
ite ſelf, by framiag a Teft; ſuch as no Proteſtant (how cor- 
be rupt ſocver) can take: and ſo rid iculous, that it is made 
Dus ¶ the Laughing · ſtock even of Enemies themſelves. 
ed Is it then any Wonder, conſidering ſuch Dealings and 
m many thouſands more, that true Scotſmen (though we 
ſh- I have been always, and even ro Excremity ſometimes 
es, loyal to our Kings) ſhould, after twenty Years Tyranny, 
in- break out at laſt, as we have done, and put in Practice 
nd | that Power, which God and Nature hath given us, and 
he ¶ we have reſerved to ourſelves, as our Engagements with 
ue ¶ our Princes, having. been always conditional, as other 
ng Kingdoms are implicitely, but ours explicitely ? 
ers i Let none therefore object againſt the Legality of what | 
Ve | 
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we have done, or are doing: for we offer as (how iticot 
ſiderable we are ſaid to be) to prove ourſelves to have 
done nothing againſt our ancient Laws, Civil or Ecele- 
ſiaſtick, againſt any Lawyers or Divines whatſoever, our 
ancient Laws being Judges: and we having Safety to 
— and repaſs (if the publick Faith aſter ſo many 

reaches can be truſted) for that Effect. So then let no 
foreign Kingdoms or Churches through Miſinformation 
or falſe Copies, as they are many) of what we act or do, 
becauſe we have no Acceſs to the Preſs as they, We ſay, 
let them not take up a wrong Opinion of us, or our Pro- 
ceedings : for we are only endeavouring to extricate our- 
ſclves from under a tyrannous Yoke, and to reduce our 
Church and State to what they were in the Years 1648 
and 1649. 

We therefore, here conveened, in our Name and Au- 
thority, ratify and approve what hath been done by the 
Rutherglen and Sanqubar Declarations ; and do by.thir 
Preſents reſcind, annul, and make void, whatſoever hath 
been done by Charles Stewart or his Accomplices, in pre- 
judice to our ancient Laws and Liberties, in all the ſe- 
veral pretended and prelimited Parliaments and Conven- 
tions ſince the Year 1660; and particularly, the late Par- 
liamenr holden at Edinbyroh the 28th Fuly 1681, by a 
Com miſſioner profeſſedly Popiſh, and for Villany ex- 
jled his native Land, with all che Acts and Laws there 
ſtatute and enacted; as that abominable, ridiculous, un- 
parallelled, and Soul- perjuring Teſt, and the reſt, 
Wherefore command and charge you, to paſs to the 
Marker-Croſs of Lanerk, and in our Name and Authority, 
publifſ this our Act and Declaration, as ye will be anſcwer- 
able. Given at the 15th December 1681. 
Let King Feſus reign, and all bis Enemies be ſcattered. 
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The Apologetick Declaration, and Admonitory Vindication 
. of the true Presbyterians of the Church of Scotland ; 
Eſpecially anent Intelligencers and Informer. 


Lbeit we know, that the People of God in all ages 
have been cruelly perſecuted and W 
revil- 
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reviled, by Apoſtates from and enemies to the Truthg 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; yer ſuch hard uſage and Vis 
rulent 2 hath not (at leaſt ought not) to have 
abated the zeal of tender hearted Chriſtians, in the Pro- 
ſecut ion of Holy and Commanded Duties, Theretore 
as hitherto (through Grace aſſiſting,) we have not been 
driven to lay aſide neceſſary obliging Duties, becauſe of 
the viperous threatnings of Men, a are given up of 
a Holy and wiſe God to lay out all their might and. 
power for promoving a courſe of wicked Profanity, by 
Virulent perſecution and ignominious Calumnies (to all 
of whom nevertheleſs that are reconcilable unto God, 
we heartily wiſh Eternal Salvation) for ſo we declare 
our firm Reſolution of conſtant adherence to our Cove- 
nants and Engagements; whereby we are bound to have 
common Friends and Foes wich our Covenanted Refor- 
mation, and to look upon what is done to one as done 
to all of us; and alſo our unanimous adherents to our 
faithful Declarations, wherein, we have diſown'd the 
Authority of Charles Steuart, (not Authority of God's 
inſtitution, either among Chriſtians or Heathens) and 
all Authority depending upon him, for Reaſons. given 
elſewhere (diſclaiming all fuch things as infer a Magi- 
ſtratical Relation betwixt him and us.) And wherein 
alſo we have declared War againſt him and his accom- 
plices, ſuch as lay out themſelves to promove his wick- 
ed and helliſh deſigns. Therefore, that therein our 
mind may be the more clearly underſtood, and for pre- 
venting further miſtakes Anent our purpoſes, We do 
bereby jointly and unanimouſly Teſtify, and declare 
that as we utterly dereſt and abhore that helliſh princi- 
ple of killing all who differ in judgment or perſwaſion 
from us, it having no botrom upon the word of God 
or right Reaſon; ſo we look upon it as a Duty bind- 
ing upon us, to publiſh openly unto the world, That, 
for as much as we are firmly and really purpoſed not to 
injure or offend any whomſoever, but to purſue the end 
of our Covenants, in ſtanding to the Defence of our 
Glorious work of Reformation, and of our own lives; 
yet (we ſay) we do hereby declare unto all, that who- 
ſoeyer firetch forth their hands againſt ys, while we arg 
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maintaining the Cauſe and intereſt of Chriſt againſt thi; 
enemies, in the defence of our: covenanted Reformati- 
on: ſhedding our blood actually, either by Authori- 
tative manding, ſuch as bloody Counſellors (bloody, 
we ſay, inſinuating clearly by this and the other Ad- 
jective Epithers} an open Diſtiactien betwixt the cruel 
and blood thruty, and che more fober and moderate) 
Eſpecially that (ſo called) Juſticiary, General of For- 
ces, Adjutants, Captains, Lieutenents, and all in Cwil, 
and Military power, who make it their work to em- 
brue their hands in our blood, or by obeying ſuck Com- 
mands, ſuch as bloody Militia men, malicious Troop- 
ers, Soldiers, abd Dragoons; likeways ſuch Gentlemen 
and Commons, who Vive wickedneſs. and Htzwill, 
ride and run with the foreſaid perſons to lay Search fot 
us; or who deliver up any of us into their hands to the 
ſpilling of our blood ; by incicing morally, or ſtirring 
up Enemies to the taking away of our Lives, ſuch a3 
de ſignedly and purpoſedly adviſe, counſel, and encourage 
them to proceed againſt us to our utter Extirpation; 
by informing — us wickedly, wittinely, and wil⸗ 
lingly, ſuch as viperous and malicious Biſhops and Cu- 
rates, and all fuch ſort of Intelligencers; wiio lay out 
themſelves to the Effuſion of our Blood, together with all 
ſuch, as in obedience to the Enemies their Commands, 
at the ſight of us, raiſe the Hue and Cry after us; Yea, 
and againſt all ſuch, as compearing before the Adverſa- 
ries, their Courts upon their demand, delate us & any who 
befriend us, to their and our cxtream hazard and ſuffer- 
ing: We ſay, all and every one of ſuch ſhall be reput- 
ed by us Enemies to God and the Covenamed work of 
Reformation, and punifhed as ſuch according to out po- 
wer and the degree of their offence; chieſty if they ſhall 
continye after the publication of this our Declaration, ob. 
— * habitually, with malice to proceed again 
us, any of the foreſaid ways; not at all exeemiug froth 
preſent puniſhment, ſuch! as formerly have been chief 
ringleaders and obſt inate offenders; and withal leaving 
room for Civil and Eccleſiaſtick ſatisſactiou before Lau- 
ful and ſettled Judicatories, for the offence of ſuch per- 
ſons as our power at this time cannot reach; or the de- 
ö gree 
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of their puniſhmenc according to their offences iy 
— us to be determined. - Finally, we do bereby 
declare that we abhore, condemn, and diſcharge any per- 
ſonal attempts, upon any pretext whatſomever, without 
previous deliberation, common or competenr conſent, 
without certain probarion' by ſufficient W-irut ſes, the 
guilty perſons Confeſſion, or the notourteſꝭ of the deen 
themſeves. Inhibiting alſo and difcharging any of our 
Emiſſaries whomſoever, to firetch forth their hands be- 
yond the cercainly known degrees of any of the foreſald 
perſons their offences. 90 4 T1903 2036» 
Now ler not any think (our God aſſiſting us) we will 
be ſo lack banded in time coming, to par matters in 
execution, as hererofore we have been, ſeeing we are 
bound faithfully and valiantly to maintain our” Cove- 
nants and the Cauſe of Chriſt: Therefore lex all cheſe 
foreſaid perſons be admoniſhed of their hazard. And 
particularly all ye — — who by your volun- 
tary Informations endeavqur to render us up to the E- 
nemies hands, that our blood may be ſhed } for by ſuch. 
courſes. ye both indanger your immortal Souls, if Re- 
pentance- prevent not, ſeeing God will make Inquiſition 
for ſhedding the precious blood of bis Saints, whatever 
be the thoughts of men, and en bodies, ſeeing 
ye render your ſelves actually and malicioully guilty 
of our blood, whoſe innotency the Lord knoweth : 
However, we are ſorry at our very hearts, that any of 
you ſhould chuſe ſuch courſes, eicher with bloody Doeg 
to ſhed our blood, or with the 2 % Ziphites to in- 
form ers where we are to be found: So we 
ſay again, we deſire you to take warning of the bazard 
that ye incur, by following ſuch courſes, for the ſin- 
lefs Neceſſity of Self preſervation, accompanied with 
holy Zeal for Chriſt's Reigning in our Land, and ſup- 
preſſing. of profatity, will move us not to let you paſs 
unpunj Call to your Remembrance, all that is 
in perril is not loſt, and all that is delayed is. not for- 
given. Therefore, expect to be dealt with as ye deal 
with us, ſo ſar as our power can reach; not becauſe 
we ark acted by a ſiaful Spirit of Revenge for private 
and perſanal Injuries; but inly becauſe, by our _ 
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Reformation ſuffers Damage, yea, the Power of Godli- 
nels, through inſnaring flatteries, and terrible threat- 
ning, will thereby be brought to a very low ebb, the 
conſciences of many more dreadfully ſurrendred, and pro- 
taviry more eſtabliſhed and propagated, 

And as upon the one hand we have here declared our 
purpoſes anent malicious injurers of us, ſo upon the o- 
ther hand, we do hereby beſeech and obteſt all you who 
wiſh: well to Zion, to ſhew your good will towards 
us, by acting with us, and in your Places aud Stations 
according to your abiliry, counſelling, encouraging and 
ſtrengthening our bands, for this great work of holding 
up the Standard of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Think not 
that in any ways you are called to ly by neutral and 
indifferent, eſpecially in ſuch a Day; for we ate a Peo- 
ple, by holy Covenants dedicated unto the Lord, in our 
Perſons, Lives, Liborties, and Fortunes, for defending 
and promoving this glorious work of Reformation; not- 
withſtanding all oppoſition that is or may be made 
thereunto, yea and ſworn againſt all Neuterality and In- 
differency in the Lord's matters: And moreover we are 
ſully perſwaded, That the Lord, who now hideth his face 
from the Houſe of Facob, will ſuddenly appear, and bring 
light out of darkneſs, and perfect ſtrength out of weak- 


— and cauſe Judgment return again to Righteouſ- 
neſs. | 
Thus having declared , our deliberate, lawful and 
neceſſary purpoſes, concerning this matter, in order to 
the Publication of the ſame, we do bereby, ſtature and 
ordain that upon the eight day of November Copies of 
this our Declaration be affixed upon a ſufficient and 
competent Number of the Publick Market Croſſes of the 
reſpeQive Burghs, and of the Patent Doors of the re- 
ſpective Kirks within this Kingdom, Given at | 
upon the 28th October 1684. 


Let King Feſus Reign, and all bis Enemies be ſcattered. 


The proteſtation, and Apolegetick Declaration, of the Con- 
tending and Suffering Remnant, of the true Presbyteri* 


Againſt 


ans of the Church of Scotland. 
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Arainft the Proclaimtng James Duke of York, King uf 
gf? England, France, and Ireland: . the fa 
fulneſs of the preſent Pretended Parliament, and the 
apparent Inlet of Popery, &c. publißed at Sanquhar, 


T hath pleaſed the Holy and Wiſe God, to exerciſe 
the Church of Scotland, now of a long time, with 
wreſtling and warring, under the yoke of cruel Oppreſ. 
ſors, who have made ic their whole work to extirpate the 


true Worſhip and Worlbipgers of God out ofthe Land, 


they making it highly Criminal to bwn Chriſt as ſole 
Supream over his own Houſe, to mention any Adhe- 
rence to Scotland's Reformation and Covenants, and to 
take the written word of God to be the only rule of Faith 


and manners, decerning any to forefault right to Eſtate, - 


Life, and Liberty, who ate of 8 who 
will not make a full ſurrender of Conſcience unto them, 
to be carried about as they pleaſe, complying with all 
Contradictions and ContradiQtory Impoſitions which 
their Diabolick Spirits may invent, who are clearly ſeen to 
be void of all Religion, Reaſon, and Humanity ; ſo that they 
proceed againſt all Recuſants with the Height of Barba- 
rity and Helliſ Cruelty, refuſing to hear them profeſs Sub- 
ject ion to Rulers only in the Lord, and according to his 
Word, yea cutting them off in the Fields, without gi- 
ving them any Time to deliberate upon Death; yea, often 
times without ſo much as to commit their Spirits unto the 
Lord; but butcheroi:ſly ſlaying them, <without taking Notice 
what they ave, or what (according to their own Law) is to 
be led againſt them, Moreover, theſe Arbitrarians have 
ſo raged, that they have now brought the Land to that, 
(o! poor miſerable and lamentable Slavery) that the freeſt 
Subject, and beſt Gentleman in the Kingdom, is by their 
Acts, Laws and Proceedings holders obliged to give an 
Oath about Things to be ant d, before any ſingle Soldier or 
Dragoon meeting them upon the Way. Lo, all this and 
much more we 3 met with, as juſt upon che Lord" * 
part, though moſt unjuſt upon Mans, for our manil 


Sins and Iniquities; and in a ſpecial Manner, for our 


not purging our Judicatories and Armies, when the 


Power was in our F * Men diſaffected to the Cauly 
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and Intcreſt of Chriſt ; for our bringing in known Ma 
lignants to Places of Power and Truſt among us; and fo 
inordinate Affection unto, and luſting afier the deceaf 
Tyrant, Charles the Second, and advancing him to the 
Regal Throne, even while known by many palpable Dich £ 
coveries (as to be ſeen in the Cauſes of God's Wrath 


with the Church of Scotland) to retain his Heart Enmi 
ty at the Covenanted Work of Reformation; which Sing 
we deſire to confeſs and mourn for, before Ged, Angel: 
and Men: As alſo, our Sin in not timeous rejecting th 
foreſaid Charles, when he brake Covenant, and all Parts 
of his Coronation Oath. Howbeit, fearing the lying 
under ſuch a Sin any longer, when we were brought te 
a very ſmall! Remnant, we did, by open Declarations 
diſclaim his pretended Authority, upon many important 
Grounds and Reaſons, as is to be ſeen elſewhere, parti 
cularly in our Declaration publiſhed at Lanerk, Fanua 
12. 1682 Years. All which Declarations we do hereb) 
ratify and approve. - 

So now, the Lord in his Goodneſs and Wiſdom ha 
ing removed the foreſaid Charles from his Tyranny b) 
Death; and a few wicked and unprincipled Men of thi 
Kingdom having, by open Proclamation, proclaimed 
Fames Duke of Tork, though a profeſſed Papiſt and ex 
communicate Perſon, and not yet received into the 
Church again, to be King of Scotland, England, Franct 
and Ireland; We, the contending and ſuffering Remnant 
of the true Presbyterians of the Church of Scotland, cal 
ling to mind the many Bonds and Obligations that ly uf 
on us from the Lord, and being deſirous to be Got 
faithful in this Day of Tentation, to avoid Acceſſion te 
the Guilt in which many have involved themſelves, to 
exoner our Conſciences, as in his Sight, to teſtify our 


Reſentment of the Deed, and to make it appear unto the 


World that we are free thereof, whether by Concurrenc 
or Connivance; Do here deliberately, jointly and unani 


mouſly, proteſt againſt the foreſaid Proclamation of James 


Duke of York, to be King, as ſaid is, in regard, that it 1 


the chooſing a Murderer to be a Governor, <vho hath ſbed tht 


Blood of the Saints of GOD ; in regard that it is the Heigl 


ef Confederacy with an Idolater, which 74 forbidden by the 
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Il (e/pecially ſupreme) = And fo it is, that we un- 
the 


Religion, while ſuch, to 
Practice of our Church co 


£ 
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FFF 
upon the Admiſſion of a known Enemy to the true 


Ne- 


ligion to govern: For it could not but be both highly 
ſiuful and irrational for us, to intruſt an Enemy to the 


Work and People of God, with the Intereſt of both. 


Alſo conceiving that this pretended Parliament is not 
a lawful Parliament, in regard that the Election of Com- 
miſſioners is limited and prejudged, in the due Liberey 


chereof, by their Acts and Laws; in regard that the 


Members are convicted of avowed Perjury, which, ac- 
cording to the Scottiſh Law, maketh 'a Man incapable 
of being ſo much as a Witneſs ; in regard they are Men 
of Blood, the Chief being convict of avowed Murder, 
whereby they are under the Laſh of the Law; and in 


regard of their carrying on Apoſtaſy, and making 
for the Man of Sin. We do in like manner, upon 


bett 


and many other important Grounds and Reaſons, proteſt 
againſt the Validity and Conſtitution of this preſent Parlia- 
Ment, as not being free and lawful ; againſttheir aſſuming 
to themſelves any Authority, or exerciſing o Power or 


Juriſdiction, for making of Acts or Laws, 


f | or judging 
of Cauſes, determining of Controverſies, or proceeding 


in any Parliamentary Way. And in particular, we pro- 
teſt againſt their proceeding to any Approbation or Rati- 
fication of the ſoreſaid Proclamation of Fames Duke of 
Tork, to be King, as ſaid is; and that they may nor go 


on further to ſet the Crown 
Incapable to give it, 


And further, ſeeing blooody Papiſts, the Subjects of 


upon his Head, they being 


Anti- 


ebriſt, are become ſo hopeful, bold and confident under the 
Perfidy of the ſa d ames Duke of York, and Popery itſelf, 
o eminent, and (ob lamentable ! ) like to be intruded again 


F God's Mercy and Pocber meeting together in a <vonderf; 


Way prevent it not) upon theſe covenanted Lands, an 
Deor being made tbereunto by its accurſed and abjured 


ul 


open 


Har- 


Binger Prelacy, which theſe three Kingdoms are equally 


S 


We do, in the like manner, proteſt againſt all 


opery in general and particular Heads, the Furiſ- 
dict ion of the Pope, all the heretical and. erronecus Doctrine 
ehe Church of Rome, their tyrannous Laws made againſt 


j | * Liberty, their erroneous and bloody Decrees, 


their 


vain Ceremonies. and Superſtitions, their Allegories, Rites, 
Confti- 


tutions, 


dient and Traditions, their Laws, Statutes, Att s, 
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tutions, Canons Civil or Municipal, with all other Ordinances 
and pradt ick Penalties aubatſoevtr, made in Prejudice of tbe 
true Religion and Profeſſors thereof, or of the true Churcb- 
Diſcipline, and Furiſdidtion or Freedom thereof, and every 
otber thing contrary to ſound Doctrine and the Pocver of Gods 
lineſs, abjured moſt explicitely by our National Covenam, 
abrogated, annulled, and reſcinded by cur Acts of Parlia- 
ment, as Act 3d, AR! 311t, Parl. iſt; Act 23d, Parl. 
Iich; Act 114th, Parl. 12ch; Act th, Parl. 20th, King 
James VI. e ſay, we do proteſt againſt all Kind of Pope= 
yy whatſoever, againſt ſuch its entering again into ibis Land, 
and againſt every thing that doth, or may directly or indirectly 
make Way for the ſame, diſclaiming blewife all Sectaria- 
nfm, Malignancy, and any Confederacy therewith. , . 
Moreover, taking to our ſerious Conlideration, the 
low, deplorable and obſcured State of the Churches of 
England and Ireland, and that we are all bound in one 
Covenant and Solemn League . — we (in the Bowels 
of Cbriſt) do in like manner hereby admoniſh you our 
Brethren in theſe aur Neighbour and Covenanted Lands, 
that ye remember how far ye have ſadly failed ia purſu- 
ing the Ends of our Covenants (as we ourſelves alſo have 
done, which we deſire to confeſs, imploring God's For- 
Foun to you and us both) how ye have foffered your + 
ord's Enemies to rob you of all your Privileges and 
pleaſant Things; how ye have given up yourſelves to be 
ſeduced by complying, lukewarm and Court flattering, 
Brethren; and how ye have paſſed by, lightly N 
upon our bleeding Wounds, denying us Help, thoug 
we have been like to give up the Ghoſt ; and what great 
Accefſion ye have to the giving Popery ſuch an open Door 
to enter upon our Land again. Remember theſe Things, 
and'conſider what the Lord is now calling for at our 
Hand; break off your» ſinful Ways by Repentance, and 
abandon all Lukewarmneſs and Indifferency in the Lord's 
Marters, give up with your own things; be tender of 
God's declarative Glory, which is lying at the Stake; 
Quite your ſelves like Chriſtians and Men ; and ſtretch 
your Hands to the helping, ſtrengthening, — 
and comforting a poor waſted, wronged, wounded, re- 
proached, deſpiſed, and bleeding Remnant; (wich * 
you 
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ou are in Covenant) ſetting our ſelves againſt all the 
njuries add Affronts done co our bleſſed Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, againſt the Man of Sin, the Kingdom of Anti- 
chriſt, and all the Limbs and Parts thereof, And here,. 


with all Sincerity of Mind, and Unfeignednefs- of Reſo- 
lution, we promiſe to act unto you Te Parts of cove- 
nanted Brethren in the Lord, to the outmoſt of our Pow- 
er. Likewiſe, we do hereby in like Manner, call unto: 
you, all Proteſtant Reformed Churches; Kingdoms, and 
Commonyealths, that ye would take to your ſerious 
Conſideration the low and dangerous State of the Goſpeh 
Intereſt, and advert to the Growth and Increaſe of Po- 
in all Places, beſtirring yourſelves timeouſly againſt. 
it, leſt ye be too late, and loſs what much Hlood and 
Contend ing may not recover again; conſidering the di- 
ſtreſſed Cafe whereinto we are brought, as a Share of 
the true Proteſtant Intereſt; and refreſhing us with 
your Help: © And withal, as ye tender the Advantage 
© of Chriſt's Cauſe, which to own is the Chriſtians Glory; 
© that ye engage not yourſelves in any Quarrel, or with 
© any Perſon Whatſomever, till you know that the Quar- 
© rel be-rightly ſtated, and that the Perſons, in the Judg- 
© ment of Charity, are ſeeking the Advancement of the 
© Kingdom of Chriſt, leſt that ye join yourſelyes to theft 
© who may lead you back to Egypt, and fo you provoke 
© the Lord to deſtroy you in the Wilderneſs, | 
© Finally, We being miſrepreſented to many, by the 


© wicked Malice of our avowed Enemies, and the ſinful | 


© Prejudice of others, who, miſinterpreting our late De- 
© claration affixed at ſeveral Pariſh Church Doors, (which 
© we do hereby ratify and approve) perverting the true 
5 and obvious Senſe 8 and through blind Malice 
and Prejudice miſtaking our Signs therein, (elſe their 
© Conſciences give their Tongue - Lie) hold us forth as 
© Perſons of murdering and aſſaſſinating Principles: All 
© which Principles and Practices we do hereby declare 
© before God, Angels and Men, that we abhore, renounce, 
© and deteſt; as alſo, all manner of robbing of any, whe- 
. © ther open Enemies, or others, which we are moſt falſly 
© aſperſed with, either in their Gold, their Silver, or 


© their Gear, any Houſhold-ſtuff, Their Money periſh 


© with 
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c with themſelves ; the Lord knows that our Eyes are 
© not after theſe Things. Aad, in like manner, we do 
c hereby diſclaim all uowarrantable Practices committed 
© by any few perſons reputed to be of us, whereby the 
© Lord hath been offended, his Cauſe wronged, and We 
© all made to endure the Scourge of Tongues ; for which 
Things we have deſired to make Conſiencs of Mourn- 
© ing before the Lord, both in publick and private. As» 
© the unwarrantable Manner of killing that Curate of 
© Carſphairn, (though he was a Man of Death, both by 
©the Law of God and Man, and the Fact not materially 
Murder) it being gone about contrary: to our Declara- 
tion, without Deliberation, common or competent Con- 
© ſent, (the Concluſion and Deed being known ouly to 
© three or four Perſons) in a raſh, and not in a Chriſtian 
© manner. And alſo, other Offences being committed at 
the Time; which Miſcarriages have proven a Mean to 
© ſtop and retard law ful, laudable, and warrantable Pro- 
© ceedings, both as to Matter and Manner.” But let not 
guilty perſons think themſelves indemnified. Howbeit, 
we require and hope, that all whoſoever in this our 
Land, our Neighbour or Foreign Lands, which have 
not a wilful Prejudice at the Cauſe and Way of God, will 
not give Ear unto Reports, which ſtated Enemies, or 
prejudg'd pretended Friends give of us, that they will 
not impute the Miſcarriages of one or more Perſons, to 
us or all of us; who deſire that nothing may be Tooked 
on hereafter, as our Deed, which wanteth common Con. 
ſent or Approbation, and that they will not receive a 
wrong Impreſſion of us and our Proceedings: For we 
call the Living God, the Searcher of Hearts, to witneſs. 
that this only is our ſincere Deſire, and unfeigned Reſo- 
lution, to continue in the Profeſſion and Obedience of the 
true Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, according to his Word, aur 
Covenants, National and Solemn League, to defend the 
ſame, and to reſiſt all contrary Errors, Corruptions, and 
Innovations, according to our Vocation, and the outmoſt 
of the Power that God doth, or may put in our Hands. 
Now, we hope none who have not made a full Sur-- 
render of Conſcience, and are not bent to welcome Pos 
pery into the Land, will be offended at what we wy 
8 re © 
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here done: For, in the Lord's Sight, we durſt do no leſs; 
whatever Occaſion of Per ſecution our God's Enemies may 
take from the ſame + for we could not fee: at the Time 
any other:Way to diſcharge our Duty before the Lordy 
to exoner our Conſciences, and to free ourſelves of the 
Connivance; at Popery, which we pray the Lord may 
ſtop, and not lay the Guilt of its Increaſe to the Charge 
ol us. and aur Haſt ar. „ 19g ni 
Tberefore we appoint and ordaio, That incontinently 
ye our Emiſſaries, prſs upon the Twenty eighth Day of 
May, 1685 Tears, unto the Market Croſs of Sangubar; 
, there, by open Proclamation, make Intimativn of 
this our Declaration, leaving Copies of the ſamen affixd 
upon the forſaid Market Crofs, and other patent Places 
of the foreſaid Burg. n e i 471 


- Given at upon the .28ch Day of May, 
1685 L n 913 
Let 2 
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Xing. FESUS Reign, and all his 


Enemies be-. 
Faure = 


